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An ExaoRTaTION. to the InanrtaxTts of 
Fe 80 U TH-CAR OL IN A. &c. 


- 


My Friends, and Neighbour:, 

FTE R an Abſence of near ſix Years from this Pro- 
A vince (my nativeCountry) and my Arrival among ycu, 
I have beheld the Faces of many of the Inhabitants. 
whom I have known, and been known to, ſome Years ; But 
the Novelty of my religious Sentiments, and Meanneſs of my 
Appearance, has, I find, render'd me deſpicable in your Eyes; 
which has been obvious, When a few. of us, called Zuatery, . 
have met to worſhip the Supreme Peing in a Manner agreeable 
to the beſt of our Underſtanding and Knowledge: And tho? 
_ ſome perhaps may ſtile our Principles * and Tenets by the 
hard Name of Ze-cf, and our Mode or Manner of Worſhip, 
ridiculous or abſurd ; nevertheleſs, we are humbly of Opinion, 
they are neither unſcriptural nor unchrifiian, having, as we 
think, the Sanction and Authority of our Lord himfelf, the 
Example of primitive Beltevers, and right Reaſon on our Side. 
But notwithſtanding, as I have noted, that I have ſuffered 
your Ridicule and Reproach, as] am conſcious it is for no other 
than Obedience to the Will of my Heavenly Maſter, whoſe I 
am, and whom I ſerve, I am willing to become more vile in 
your Eyes; which, it is more than probable, I ſhall appear, 
when I expoſe the following Lines to your Obſervation and 
(enſure. I would not have you imagine that any Conſidera- 
tion, leſs than his Favour, could have prevailed with me to 

have appeared thus publickly in Print, or otherwiſe; for could 
J, with any Eaſe to my own Mind, have evaded this, or been 
excuſed from returning to this Place (as I apprehended it re- 
quired of me by the Almighty) you had never beheld my Face 
in the Province, much leſs any Performance of this Sort in 


WP. | publ ck. 


* Any Perſon who deſires to be informed of the Principles of the Qua. 
ters, is referred to Ron RAY Banctary's Apology, ſince | find we are of- 
tentimes condemned unheard, But be that anſwereth a Mutter before be . 
deareth m, it is Folly and Shame unto bim, Prov. xvii. 13. 
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Hidercd as the Production of a diſtemper'd and enthuſiaſtick 


ally, as the Things recommended to your Confideration, are 


publick. I am not inſenſible, that the Reaſon I have offered 
for writing, as well as the Subject itſelf, may probably be con- 


Brain; as it is poſſible, on ſuch a novel and uncommon Occa- 
wn, às a Woman's appearing on the Behalf of God and Reli- 
gion, you may (as others have done in the like Circumſtances) 
be induced to conſider ſuch an One under ſome unaccountable 
Deluſion, or affected with religions Madneſs ; and more eſpeci- 


oſtered by a fimple Female of your own Country: Some, in 
this Caſe, I expect, will afford me a Smile of Contempt, while 
others (acted by a more generous Paſſion) pitty my Folly, and 
Eindly wiſh me a Return of my Senſes : But however this may 
be, J have conſidered, that from the earlieſt Ages of Chriſtia- 
nity, and indeed in all preceeding Time, thoſe who refuſed to 
conform to the Uſage and wicked Cuſtoms of the Age, and 
lived a Self-denying Life, © Their Lives were counted Mad- 
* neſs by the World, and their End to be without Honour: 
Not conſidering that religious Minds deſpiſe and contemn all 
worlely Honour, and earthly Preferment, ſeeking that only 
which comes from God, and which he is pleaſed to diſtinguiſh 
thoje by, who honour him (by walking in Conformity to his 
v.23 and Precepts) as he himſelf declares, Thoſe wvho Honour | 
re, I avill honour ; but theſe æube defþiſe nie, hall be lightly \ 
eftceme2. C | | e 
But beſore I proceed to what the Title-page mentions, I ſhall 
preniſe one Propoſition, on which all I have to offer will great- 
bs depend, wiz. That all Mankind hawe a Meaſure and Mani- 
i eflation of the Ligbt, Spirit, or Grace of God, given them to 
profit cuitbal. This Doctrine of the univerſal Extent of the 
Grace of God, the People calied Pucters, hold in n peculiar { 
Manner, and are diſtingniſhed by, from ſome other difſenting 
Sefts, who generally limit God's Gifts of his Holy Spirit, or 
ſaving Means, to what they call The Elec; and aflert, that the 
ret of Mankind are (as they term it) pafſed by, or denied the 
Means of Salvation, being“ predeſtinated from all Eternity to 
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of Cod, is beſto ved on all Mankind v. ithout Exception, agree- 
| | _able 


- To refat? the Doctrine of Predeſtinatian, read Doctor Ibitby on the 
cC , ; . . 
New Teft int; and his D. ſcouries on the Five Controver ted Points, 


able to the Aſſertion of the Apoſtle Paul; The Grace of Gua 
which brings Salvation, hath appeared to all Men, teaching us; 
that denying Ungedlineſs, and the World's Lufts, aue fhould' live 
righteouſly, ſoberly and godly, in this preſent World. But tho! all 
Men have received this Talent of Grace, or Manifeſtation of 
the Spirit of Chriſt, all are not ſabed, as Men may rebel a- 
gainſt, or quench the Spirit; and by fruſtrating its Motions, 
render it ineſfectual. Under the Law it is ſaid, The Almighty» 
rate of dus good Spirit to the Jews to inſtruct them, but they re- 
Telled againſt it, Nehemiah ix. 20. And the Prophet J/aiah 
alſo tells ws, They rebelled, and vexed God's Holy Spirit, And, 
under the Goſpel, the Apoſtle Paul catrtions the Theſſulomi ane 
agaifiſt  quendhimg the Spirit, or extinguiſhing the Light, and 
hindering the conſuming Force, that would deſtroy Sin and 


) IF Iniquity in the Heart. 


Thus, according tothe Teſtimony I have offered, and many 
I might produce, all Men have received a Proportion of I. ight 
and Grace, but all have not obey'd its Leadings ; all have 
heard, but all have not obey'd : However, this internal Mo- 


| | nitor or Director, is ready on all Occaſions (if we will apply 
to it for Knowledge and Help) 


to ĩnſtruct us in our Duty, and 


aſfſt us in overcoming the Temptations of che great Adverfary 


of our Soul's Happineſs ; but we muſt diligently attend to its 
Voice, and not only hear, but obey its Inſtructions, that our 
Souls may le. | 


Z But ſome have ſaid to me, Ne grant that Chriſtians eaght to 
avalk a fe to the Di&ates of the Spirit of Chriſt ; but the - 
2 Quakers make the Guidance aud Direction of the Spirit neceſſary 


2 trivial and indifferent Matters; nay, ſemetimes they cfer its 


DiRates as a Reafon for many Things accourted by us irratieral 
and abſurd. --- F anfwer ; With Reference to our Duty and O- 


¶ bedience to the Almighty, I conſider no Action indifferent; 


every Thing of this Nature muſt tend to ſome Purpoſe, your 

or evil: And tis upon this Conſideration that we extend the 
Doctrine of the Croſs, Self-denial, and perfect Obedience to 
A the Precepts of Chriſt, farther than the Generality of thoſe ' 
who profeſs the Chriſtian Name: And I take this Occafion to 
ſay, my principal Errand among you is to recommend, as far 
Fas 1 am enabled, theſe Chriſtian Doctrines; - ſince our Lord 
Shimfelf poſttively declares, That unlſs aue tate up a daily Cree, 
to our corrupt Wills and Affections) eve cannot be his Diſciples * 
And farther, to adviſe you to a ſtrict Adherence to the Light or 
A... EE A 2 _ 


race of God in your nn Conſtiences of Underſtandings, as 
into amore ſurt Word of Priphegy; of perfect Director; wheve- | 
ukto you vill ds abell ie tal Heed; as unto a Light ſhining in a 
dark Places For the Nations of them that are ſaved, muſt walk 
(ian this Light of the Lord: 3 | * 
But it may be objected; 4 That many of the People called 
Qualers, have ancientiy bore Teſtimony to thoſe Doctrines, 
und continue fo to do; then what Need of my ſeebleTeflimony 
or Evidence?“ Tis true that numerous Pens have been em- 
. ployed, and many earneſt Endeavours, and fervent Deſires of 
this People, to recommend and propagate (as far as they are 
enabled by divine Aſſiſtance) thoſe Chriſtian Poctrines, which 
they have proved by their own happy Experience to be fo be- 
nencial and advantageous tothemſelves; and being thro' Gtace : 
Wade Partakers of that Charity of Love, which is the Bond of 
Perfection, and the Characteriſtick of a genuine and real Chriſ- 
tian; theſe, 1 fay, by this Goſpel-love, are excited to wih 
well to all Mankind, and, as much as in them lies, they endea- | 
roar to ſerve ofie ancthet id it, as the Apoſtle exhorts, Gal. v. 
13. And their frequent Supplications aſcend to the moſtHigh, | 
en Jchalf of Mankind in general, that all People may come 
to the Knowledge of the 1 ruth, as it is in Jeſus, and be ſaved. 
And when our Hearts are thus enlarged, both to God, and 
one towards another, then are our Months opened to. declare | 
of his wonderful Works to the Children of Men, and ſhew {4 
forth his mighty Acts, which he is able and ready to perform, 
Wl by che pov/erfvl Operation of his Holy Spirit in our Hearts, i» 
ln ſubduing cvery evil and inordinate Deſire and Affection, and 
|. bringing then under his Government, and into Subjection to 
| his Divine Will; and by ſpeaking well of his great Name, to 
| Invite and enccrrage others to come, taſte and [ce that the Lord is 
| 
| 


- 9044, and to partake of his Offer of great Salvation, no leſs 
than che Redemption of the Soul (by Jeſus Chriſt) from theBon- 
duage of Sin and Satan, And indeed the Peace that flows from, 
and the Promiſes annexed, to a perfect Obedience to therigh- | 
teous Laws of God, are fufhcient Inducements to excite us to 
2.806:y, rizhieovs, and Self-denying Liſe ; for as the royal 
Halt. greatly experienced formerly, fo we at this Day expe- 
FIEUCe, aud ſubſcribe to this Truth, That in keeping the Com- 
mandmeiit: of God there is great Reward ; and that great 
Peace have they wao love his Law, and nothing ſhall een 
wem; Fer 1Ze freaks Peace ta bis People, ond to his Saints; but | 
. g 8 . ö let 
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this aur Lord tells his Diſciples, 


1 215 209 
of the ea 


e and excite the Re 
of the. Fach deliver and a, patient, Continuanc 
; tells them, Their: Reward, be, Glory 
aud eh #0 every Man that. ceuorketh. Goad, to the. 
and aljo onthe Gann le Rom. ii. 10. But, on the con au, that 
thoſewhs are contentious, and do not obey theTru ut N 
Unrighteouſneſs, Their Portion will be Indignetion the, oh | 
Tribulation aud Angaiſh, -upon every ; that e, 
as there is no Eeace to cue Wicked; for what have th do 
with 8 ſo long as they continue in Diſobedience ?. I 
the Wicked may, .as. they often. do, .cry Peace to themſelves, 


when chere is no. Peace, or at leaſt not a ſolid One; as a real 
and ſubſtantial Peace and Hap 


ineſs, can. only reſult from an 
Atquaintance with God, God, and e Teſtimony 5 a good Con- 
ſcience.: But a falſe and polluted Na e ® ich many 
are erecting to e en them ſore 
Deſtruction, without timely 
Liße; fer infead ef ther: Peace, + HO} (GAR, 0s | WRC, 
AXXVIHL 17. 3 

1 Many and SUE the Advanta 1 nad A which 
I might enumerate, chat 1 5 0 71 of Piety and Holineſs, | 
no leſs than an Hundred- fold of Peace in our Boſoms in this 
Life, and the great and precious Promiſe of Life Eternal in 
the World to come. And as I have, by the Grace of God, 
and tho of Faith; irneſſed in Degree this Pence 


from God, (which / is beyond the Conception of thoſe, Who 


have never enjoyed it) Ibecame greatly concerned for Mankind. - 
in general, and in a particular Manner for the Inhabitants cf. 
my native Country, that they might witneſs this Peace; and I 
often petitioned the Almighty, thar he would in his wonted 
Mercy diſcover to you the Things that belong to your Souls: 
Peace, before they might, by Vnbeiice, be hid from your; 
Eyes. Having had this Concern for ſome Time on your Act 
count, the Almighty. was pleaſed to lay a Conſtraint upon me 
to declare it among you. This, and what. follows, I am ſen- 
ſible will ved 65 208: and ridiculous Tales in the Ears of: 


Haft 3 many ; 


4 


T4) 


Hy 3 dere? Fan 80 bn to tell you; cat I conſider my- | 


felf as a feeble Inftrument” in the Cauſe of God, and one 
of che leaſt Servants in my Maſter's Houſe. I have alſo con- 
ſider d, how backward the Generality of People are to receiv 
Advice, cren when it bas been offered by religious, pious an 
Jeng Men; and that the Labours of ſuch-have had but little 
2 6 on the 8 and — of mah called rn rp oh 
an reßßecting on greatne of my Inability, as well as the 
Improbability of my being ſeresceatle in God's Cauſe, I have 


been induced to ſay, Lord! abb auill beliewe my Report, fince | 


fo many hawe labeur i ( as I have thought) in 4 ? Shall l, a 
peer Female, undertake for Gad? Can 1 preſume to come up to bis 


Hep oy i the greet Lee 1 of Souls? No furely + rather, 1 7 | 


beſeech <a bt hn ry of” thy Majeſty efty, ny 3 the imme- 


diate Alm of thy mighty Praver, in the 2 of the People, fabaue' | 


and ly waſte rhe firong > Holds of din and Satan! Aud in the Room 
ee el, T beſeech'thes.. the Kingdthn and Dominion. I oy 
char Son, our Lord, obeſe Right alone it is to rrigi in 

Rlear's of the People, who is King of Kings, and 1 Lord of of 


Tera J. And farther, tho" I am but and Aſhes, T | 


rm wag? to excuſe myſelf; Lord, I am not eloquent, neither 


| 41. ner finte then haf! been plecfett to Hiſcover. thj Wal 75. 


But 15 an Almighty Power, who-doth according n bis 


dee Will, both in the. Armies of Heaven, and 3 0 


the Inhabitants of the Earth, who fnall ſay, What doſt thou 

And fince he is pleaſed to ſend by the Hand of whom he will 
ſend, I no longer reſiſted his Will, but became obedient to his 
Word and Power, againſt which I had long reaſoned, and 
objected: my Unſitneis ; 'tho' the Apoſtle Pau informs us, That 
as many as Herve bein baptized into Chriſt (or with his Baptiſm 

of Fire and the Holy Ghoſt, and have witneſſed the chaffy Na- 


ture in them conſuined, and by this Means) have put on Chrift | 


(chat then there is no Dittinction or Difference among Chriſtians 


4 „„ „ 


in a religious Senſe) there is neither Jcau not Gentile; there is nei- 


ther Bond 'd nor Free, there is neither Male nor Finals : For, ſays 


the Apoſcle, ye are allone in Chriſt Jeſus, Thus he ſeems to allow our 
Sex the ſame Goſpel Priviledgeswiththe reſt of Mankind. And 
the royal Prophet calls on the female as well as the male- Part 
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of God s rational Creation, to celebrate the Praiſe of our com- f 


mon Governor and Benefactor. Why then, ſays one, ſhould 
Woman be denied her Canticle of Praiſe in the general Cho- 


me, fince 0vt of the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings God will | f 


ſtill 


Ain ordain and perfect Praiſe ?” And we may further obſerve, 


when the Tabernacle of the Lord was erected in the Wilder- | 
neſs, the Women, we are told, who were willing hearted; 
brought their Free-will Offerings, and pre ſented them towards 
the Building, or at leaſt embelliſhing of this moveable Tem- 
ple, which, tis faid, was a Typeof che true Church milltant, 
and the Tabernacle which God has pitched, and not Man. 
And if Females were allowed to aſſiſt and contribute to the 
Work of the Lord, under the Law, why ſhould any, or the 


leaſt Eſſay towards the repairing the Breaches in God's Build- 
ing, be rejected under the Goſpel; ſince we do not offer or pro- 


poſe any new Doctrine, nor endeavour to lay any other Foun- 
dation than that which is already laid, vi. The Revelation 
of the Spirit of Jefus Chriſt the Righteaus, in the Saul of Man, 
on which the Church of Chriſt is founded and built: Nor for 


1 F che moral Diſorders ſo viſible amongſt the Profeſſors of Chri- 


ſtianity, do we preſcribe new or untry'd Remedies ; but having 


| experienced the Virtue and Efficacy of the old, we, in 


great Love and Good-will, endeavour. to perſuade you to' 
apply them: For the ſame Fountain of Purgation is now open 
to Sinners, that was in Ages paſt ſet open for the Houſe of 
David, and Inhabitants o* Jeruſalem, for Sin and for Un- 
eleanneſs; for the Almighty is not only the God of the Jews, 
but of the Gentiles allo. Eo OT 
But to proceed; I have tald you that.this Voyage to my 
native Place, was undertaken in Purſuance of what I verily 
believed was the Will. of God concerning me, and required of 
me by him (L make no doubt) as one amongſt the many Trials 
Lhave been exerciſed with, of my Faith, Love and Obedience; 
wherein J believe it my Duty openly and freely to confef a 
Chriſt before Men, . whoſe operating Power on my Heart I had 
fearfully and cowardly endeavour'd to conceal before ] left 
this Province ; and I take this Occaſion to declare to you, that. 
Jam not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, which I have in 
Meaſure experienced to be the Power of God to Salvation to 
all them who believe, and continue to obey it: And the more 
numerous the Teftimonies, and greater the Cloudof Witneſſes, 
to the Efficacy of the Grace and Power of God, the more 


will the Truths and Evidences propoſed and produced, be 
ſtrengthen'd and corroborated. But ſome may Fon aſk. 
How I certainly know that I am not miſtaken, and thay 
inſtead of being led by the Spirit of Truth, I am not decerve& 


A 4 by 


10 | 


by the Spirit of Error? To fuch I auſwer; I have one Rule 

to ſquare my Actions by, which never yet faild me, when I 
An; and that i by Application to the Divine Peing, 

that He would be pleaſed to preſerve me from Error and Delu- 


den. Texamine, by dis Peine Light and Afiftance, the Mo- 
Ave, Deſign, Tendency and End of my Actions; and if I. 


find nathing repugnant to, of inconſiſtetit with the Honour of 
| God, and Scripture Precepts or Teſtimony, I make a rational 
Concluſion, that I am ſafe at leaſt. And tho? I do not obſerve 


from Scripture, that it is my particular Duty to exhort you to 


yours z nor do I gather from thence, that I onght to declare, 
zn this pablick Manner, of the Goodneſs, Mercy and Lov.ng- | 
kindneſs of the Almighty, to all who'feek his Face and Favour: | 
in Truth, Sincerit and Uprightnefs ; yet I find it there, mày 

Duty to obey all God's Commands; and that che Almighty 
may, and does, lay particular Injunctions, and ſpecial Com- 
mands, upon his Servants, by the Divine Direction of bis Holy 


Spirit, at this Day, as well as in former Ages, Ifirmly believe: 
And. that che Blefling our Lord promiſed to confer on his im- 
mediate Followers, extends as well to all his ſucceeding Diſci- 


ples, pix. * That he would pray the Father, and he will (ſays | 


he) ſend you another. Comforter, that may abide with-you for 
ever, even the Spir it of Truth, who Will guide and lead you 
into all Truth, and ſhew you Things to come; for he that 


dweileth with you, ſhall be in you; and tlis Comforter, which 
is the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall teach you all Things, and bring all 


Things to your Remembrance.” And the Apoſtle Peter, at 


that memorable Time, when he was preaching to People of 
Various Languages, tells his Audience, firſt queting a Paſſage 


fromthe Prophet Feel, Acts ii. 38. It ſhall come to paſs in the laſt 


(or Goſpel) axe, that Twill pour aut of my Spirit pen all Flejt, 
end your Seus ard your Daughters [hall profheey, &e. And he | 


ſu 
of. Jus Cbriſt, for the Remiſſion of Sins, ardye full receive the 


1721 Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in the Name | 


5 H the Holy Ghoſt: For the Promiſe is to you, and to your | 
Laren, and to all that ore afar off,” even ns many as the Eerd | 
eur God Hall call. And to you, 'OMen, he calls, bis Voice is ts | 
: Pe ent of Men, Prov. 8. 4. And we may further obſerve, That | 
che Spirit of Chriſt was not limited to his immediate Diſciples, 
bo whom it was to be ſent as a Comforter and Director; but 
Be tells them, it ſhould appear to the World of Unbelievers in | 
another Adminifitation or Office, vi. That of a Reprover | 
oh Mo N for | 
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'T ancy of eart I am come to ſee, how yen fare, 
with regard to your eternal Salvation: But, give me Leave to- 
s from no ſuch evil Motive; neither 
9 iets than the Peace and Satisfaction that 
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= n of Peaceand Salvation among 

4#6al who on God's Terms, u _— 
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any One living? and if at any time I ſhould expreſs myſelf a 
lade warmly, myZcal- is aim'd againſt Sin, and the Irregularity- 
es Lives in general; your. Tem 
,'T wilnas well to, ene e ———— 
you in pompous nor, were it in 
leaſe your Ear with fine Periods. — 
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that Sort; neither de I preſume to offer any rar Gp — on the 
of Religion ;/ bit f one Line of ort Experi- 

ence in the Things ef God, may have the he leaſt Tendency to 
exeite ſome tothe Praktical Part of Chriſtianity, or to mend 
„T have my Reward; my honeſt Aim, 
weak Endeavour will allow; being che Prombtion 
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8 n 5 "ſeen and lamented the divers ä 
and Furtfuf Euſts 1 Was Var 5 to, when T was in Poſſeſſion 

of $ plentiful" ff (6: 5 they that ire rich fall inte 1 | 
1 is t x oor and caution you chat are 
r Ws ication of your Wealth! Riches, 


| Tenne d *Cbvetouſniefs,” and: 90" anxious ö: 
me Pa which may obſtruft our godly Attainments) 
nt, are one of the Bleſſings of Heaven, if nghtly and pro- 
= pphed'; as they put as in a Capacity of ing a ne. 
Jubfiſtence for our Families, ànd doing Acts of 8 
1 0 N Mercy to our Nei . But then we — 
are only Steward of t is, as well-as exe eder Ger God, 
and that we are abculpable! in his Si cht, c eto 
his Juſtice, for the Waſte and Abu -of Wealth, as for the 
Ufe of any other of his Favvirs' and Mereiesss. 
Some plead for Extravagance, Vanity and Luxury, in the 
abſurd Terms of an old Proverb, that thoſevho win Gold, haue 
a Right to wear it; and that they nay apply their own Money 
to what Purpoſes they pleaſe: Not conſidering, that all tem- 
poral Bleflings are only Loews us, and that we oy t properly call 
any Thing Our own. And if we will but look about us, we 
ſhall fee this Aſſertion greatly proved,” by obſerving. the many 
Viaſſitudes in this one Article of Wealth. Riches, meta ho- 
rically ſpeaking, take'to themſelves Wings, and fly away 
one to another, and that we are as often matched from them, 
as they from us; a ſignificant Inſtance of which we have in 
our Saviour's Parable of the rich Man, who, having laid up 
much Goods for taany Years, ſottiſhly addreſſes his Soul in 
t, drink, and be merry; 
pi Vonditien, blinded by 
e never onde: reſſects on the Poſhbility 
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areleſs and Negligent; of which Number I Was, — th 
8 e e Compaſſfion fails not, return d to viſit m 
Sauk, In this, the happieſt, Seaſon of _ Life, hen the 
242 was come, wherein, thro Mercy 1.0 n ,Mergy ; 
and in which the Moſt High vou favour me, by 
opening my Eyes, and difcovering fair e ba that 5 
longed to the. everlaſting Peace and of my Soul. | 
And at the fame Time the Lord was ple a to is 
cellent Glory, and to give me a Sight of te Bea jof Holi 
neſs; and then I could Jay, | have. heretofore any bes Thee | 
by. the Hearing of tie ou Ear, — now, mie re aw bis 
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if this amazing. tho' lovely. | 7 TK 
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his Due, to the Imaginations of my eum Hoat: This was the 


firſt Day's work of the new Creation in my Soul; the Al- 


mighty, by the Word of his Power, had commanded the. 


Darkneſs to be divided from the Light, and, by this _ 
Medium, I continued to make new, and, to me, unufnal, DH. 
coveries j; I ſaw that I had been an Alien from the Common 
er of Spiritual Ifrae!, and a Stranger to the Covenant of 
Promiſe,. having no Hope in Chriſt, as I had lived withont Sd 
in the World ; and, by neglecting to give that Honour due to 
his Name, I had forfeited the Favour of the Almighty, and 


that heavenly Paradiſe, which the Smiles of his Countenance | 


and Preſence alone can conſtitute ; Not for * Adam's Fault im- 

puted to me, but my own actual Diſobedience, refuſing that 
reaſonable Service and Homage which he expects and requires 
from all his rational Creatures. I had been remiſs in | 
ledgments to my great Creator, and merciful BenefaQtgs, ;-at 
whoſe. hountiful Fand I had received not only a ſpiritual Bleſ- 
ling, or Gift of Grace in my Heart, but I was indebted toDi- 
vine Benehcence for a large Share of temporal Blefliags ; nei- 


ther of which were received, or reſented, with a proper Gra- 


titude, nor applied to the Purpoſes: (I am ſince convinced and 


perſwaded 1 in my Vadertanding) they were deſigned for, bythe 
holy Diſpenſer- And 1. Ihe Seed (or Word) ſown in my 
Heart by the great Huſbardman, was not ſuffered to fructify, or 

bring forth Fruit, agreeable to the Praiſe and Glory of God, as 
the Cares of this Life, and the Deceitſulneſs of Riches, enter d 
in, and choaked the Seed, and it thereby became unfruitful: 
And not only the Cares and Concerns of the World, which 
ſometimes become accidentally unlawful, but the vain Pleaſures, 
irrational Recreations, trifling, unedifying, and | pernicious 
Books, withallthetrainof idle Amuſements, to which theWorld 
commonly annex the ſoft and gentle Epithet of Innocence, in- 
grofs d my precious Time; the proper Improvement of which, 

wiſe Men, in all Ages, eſteem d the higheſt Pointof Wiſdom, 
and of fo ineftimable a Conſideration, as occaſions a late Pious 
Author to aſſert, that the Man æuas yet unborn, who truly knew 
the Value of an Hour. And the egen PAUL, in an earneſt 
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« Bobs this r wud Dr: Walk pr 8 Treat on raids 7s 
cls pre Sin, th the Courle of my Remarks, I ehoofe to produce 

horities than thoſe of our own Society ; ſince ſuch is the unac- 

9 — Prejudice of ſome People, that they will reje&t Truth and Rea- + 

fon, ker no other Cafe, but that it is offered by one called a at. 
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Manner, exhorts the Believers to redeem the Time becauſe the Days 
are evil; and again, directs the Church to'walk in Wijdom to- 
avards them that are without; redeening the Time. That Time 
was valuable; and to be well employ'd and improv d, I had of 
ten heard';* but falſe, deluſwe Pleaſure, unwilling to hear, or 
ar leaſt to yield to the Voice of Truth, robb'd me of that Bleſ- 
og F am now, thro' God's Eee. endeavouring to redeem 


ove; agreeable to the Apoſtle's Advice: Paſs theTrme 
of your — in Fear (and Reverence) fearing to offend 
the Infinite Majeſty of Heaven, who takes Cognizance of eve- 


Conſideration never ſo much as occurr'd, when I was ſpending {| 
my Days in Vanity, and my Years in unprofitable Purſuits ; | 


verſo much as remarking the royal Prophet's Aſſertion, That | 


four "out of his Anger upon the Families that call not upon his 
Nate; Jet. x. 25. And God declares, that He had fuffered ( 
the Dejolation of his People Iſrael, becauſe they had forgotten him, 
ant burnt Incenſe unto Vanity; that they had forgot him, and | 
truſteil to'FallBool ; that according to their Paſtures or Ves. 
fa were they fileu, and their Hearts thereby exalted 5 therefore | 
have they forgotten me ſaith the Lord. And the Prophet Hoſea: | 
complains, that 1/-ael had forgot his Maker, and builded Temples. 


his Favour; fer they had foaun Vanity, and the Wind, and they 
ſhould” reap the Whirlwind ; that Strangers ſhtuld fewoallow them: | 
up, the Enemy frould purſue them, and a Fire ſhould devour their | 


of Sin, and the terrible Penalties Sinners who forget God, 
and make to themſelves Idols of Vanity, are obnoxious to, 


terrible and ſhocking, which one would think a ſufficient 
Reaſon to deter People-from every Appearance of Evil ; but 
when we reflect on this Truth, ig. That without fin- 
cere returning to God byRepentance, and Amendment of Life, | 
by Chrift Jeſus, the Puniſhment for our Sins will attend us to 
prepared only for the People of Gd: How ſhould this 
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and. obdurate, the dangerous Sin of Unbelief ip the 4 


ry Thought, Word, and Action. But alas ! this Truth and | | 
the holy One of Ifrael, Days without Number; ne- 


(riot only che flagrantly wicked) but #ho/e cube. forget God Dal be 
turm d into Hell. And the Prophet Feremiab tells us, God avi! U 


to Tels"; that the Calf (or Idol) of Samaria had caſt em out of | 


Palaces. "Theſe are ſome of the diſmal and deplorable Effects. 


in this Life ; where the temporal Conſequences of Sin appear 


and being reconciled to Him thro' Sanctification of our Spirits # 
allEternity, and will aſſuredly deprive us of that Reſt and Peace 
Thought. ſpeedily remove from every Heart, that is not quite 


Power 


275 : { 17 J. | 
to- Powe 6rd AN | Excite them to a y to the Father 6f Mer- 
ne dies for Remiſſion of Sin by Chriſt 14 us. But ſome may object, 
of - That tho“ many, calle Chriſtians, live in too much F orgetful- 
or by, of God, yet they cannot he charged with worſhipping. of 
ef- Idols, as the eau were; ſo that the above Seri dene Fall es 
m cannot be altog gether a applicable to them. I ſhall g 1 

me ObjeRion i in 822 Words of one of the fiſt Movers of the Re- 
nd formation, viz. Dr. Joon Staupitz : He that prefers any Thing 

ve- bat 15 outward ant! ren oral Befere God: refers the Creature be- 
nd 3re the Creater ; and robs God of his Chr and h: gheft Honour, 
and makes that to be his God, which i is not Tod: Fo or that <vbi ch 


Touth may ſauy to the e I bo knows not, har? 4 Cbriſtian | 
leuld ab abap jay, LN Gol, Kc. ere his od, in would” 
[ Fe fee, in the daily Pragice 42 22 of Men, that ere 

| vod, e "Phaſare, and Hynour, are preferr rd befere God, ard his 


by na Means endure the Reproach of being Idblatert, ths” indeed” 
ve are ſo, 704 and inTrath, no leſs than others avere of old? 
ſt this wery Day, O gracious Cell! many in Chriftendom worſhip 
old; Silmer, 2 ood, and the Goods of this World, as the Hea- 
hen did Thouſands of Years ago, rotecithflanding they jay ewith 
. Wir Mouths,” Our Father, which art in Heaven: Bur uy, "a2 
Poration conſiſtt in bowing, not in ſheaking. He prays we who 
owes God. 7%, and he Le 4 os Coll 5 4 on 
an pray, the he repeat a thouſand Pſalms or Prayers : : He who. 
bres Ged, ſerves him; but he who does not love him, ' neither- 
fath, nr cox ſerve him, hoewever great Works f Devotion be 
iy cad perform. But to return; In this careleſs and 
vrgetfal Situation, which I have mentioned, was I, when the 
Umighty diſpenſed a Share of his temporal Favours to me, 
Vhich I received with a ſtupid Indifferenee, and without 
| nankeſSivibg, as they were common Mercies; © And like a 
in {a Animal," who devours the Fruit which falls from- 
Tree, without looking up to ſee from whenee it comes: 80 
received the Bleſſings of Providence no otherwiſe, but as 
1 hings of Chance, or of Courſe, or the Effect of Care and In- 
Fultry ;-ni6t confidering whoſe Hand was neceſſary to render 
Dur Endeavours ſucceſsful and proſperous ; nor that the ſame 
Fower that beſtows and diſpenſes Bleſſings and Mercies, can in a 
4 nen remand and call them back, and deprive us of them, 
1 Whenever 


4 


an n 
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1 N ; n ; : 3 
whenever he pleaſcs; and that for every Morſel we eat, we are 
indebted to God's Bounty and Goodneſs, and not to our own | 
* © Wifdom or Prudence: In a Word, that in Him we live, move, 
and have our Being. But how inſenſible was Jof theſe Truths, 
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nance. Thus, as the Pſalmiſt confeſſes himſelf once, ſo fooliſh 


_ © aceure, if we pray d unto Him, or ſerv'd Him?“ By this falfe | 
| Reaſoning is the Candle of the Ungodly extin uiſhed 3, from 


| ouſly bornto Trouble. I was indeed afflicted, and I mourn d; 


Deſires and Purſuits extended no higher, I endeavour d to ſup- 


gan a littleto conſider, and applied to Godin Prayer and Suppli- 


till the happy Seaſon of my Life, wherein I witneſſed. a religi- 


than I formerly had done and, by reverhng the Perſpective, 
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when, in Effect, I lived as if I had been an unaccountable and 
independent Being, and vainly thought my Mountain was made 
ſo ſtrong, that it would never be removed. I was rich and full, 
and needed nothing, when alas! I was poor and miſerable, blind 
and naked, and wanted all Things, when deſtitute of the Fa- 
vour of God, and without witneſſing the Smiles of his Counte- 
and 121 was J, ſayihg, in Effett to God, Depart from 
me; for I deſire not the Knowledge of thy Ways ; what is the 
Almighty that I ſhould deſire him? Or what greater Profit would 


whence proceeds Deſtruction upon the Inconſiderate and Un- 
righteous, unleſs they return, repent and amend. But now be- 
hold the Goodneſs, Lenity and Long-ſuffering, of a merciful 
God © who. had been long alluring me hy his Mercies, which I 
paſſed light by, or ref ected; he has now. Recourſe to his Judg- 
ments; but neither did I yet ſee tlrat Afflictions aroſe not out 
ef the Duſt, but that Mankind were naturally and promiſcu- 
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but it was for the Abſence of temporal Bleſſings; ard as my 


* Xt my Diſtreſs, by gratifying, my Pride and Ambition, to the 
Extentof my Power. At length, in this Day of Adverſity, I be- 
cation, that he would be pleaſed to deliver me ont of my Biſ- 
treſs, or ſupport me under it; fill ignorant of the Joys of his 
Salvatjong or that chere: was ſpiritual Conſolation in ſtore for 
me cn cettain Conditions, if I rightly applied for them j; but 
being inſenſible of the Want of em, I as yet aſled them not, 


rr 


ous Turn of Mind, and the drawing Cords of God's Love in- 
clining my Heart to {eek his Face and Fayour, with greater 
Ardency and Fervor chen I had ever Þcen ſenſible of before: 
I now began to view and cnſider Things in another Light | 
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the fading Objects and Enjoyments of this Life leſſen d in my 
Vier auck Account; and as che Love of God and of Wend 
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Things increaſed in my Heart, ſo in Proportion my Fondneſs 
for — — Enjoyments * . ed. fl At length 
the warmeſt Returns of Love and Gratitude began to ariſe ii 
my Soul to God, who. firit loved me, and had done great 
Things for me, by plucking my Feet out of the Mire and 
Clay of Sin and Folly, and fixing them upon the Rock Chriſt 
Jeſus. He alſo put a new Song in my Mouth, which none 
Lut thoſe who are in Degree wo Ky. by his precious Blood 
can fing, evenPraiſes to our God! Thus on my turning to God; 
I began to witneſs new Thoughts, new Deſires, new Affections, 


new oper new Joys; and-new Fears ; and to ſee the Neceſ- 
ſity of Regeneration and a new Birth unt Righteouſneſs, 


*1thout which I could not poſſibly enter the Kingdom of God; 


that all Things muſt be changed, and become new, all of; 
and pointing to God. And farther, if I would be Chriſt's 


Diſciple, 1 mutt deny myſelf, take up a Croſs to my own 
Will, be. ſubject to, and follow him, under whoſe Banner 
I had now lifted ; thus examining and purſuing this Doctrine 
and Precept of our Lord's, I was naturaky ted, in ſome De- 
gree, to what is called, Qualen, (the' it appear d to me in 
no other Form nor Name, than that of primitive Chriſtianity) 
which, in my firſt Thoughts of Religion, I had no more In- 
tention of embracing, than I had of receiving Mabometiſin; 


knowing little more of the2zaters, than that They were a plain 
J People in their Garb and 8 


| peech.. But it has been remark'd 
to me, that my Mother was ſome Time of this Perſuaſion, and 
no Wonder that I ſhould have a warm Side for her Opinion. I 
anſwer d, My Father was a Member of the Church of Exg-- 
land, and ecucated me in that Way; and I well remem- 
ber, I had a much warmer Side for his Opinion; not that I 
knew what was the efiential Difference in their religious Sen- 
timents, or at leaſt that affected me, any farther than that one 
allow'd me ſomething more I. iberty in Dreſs; whereas the 
other would tell me, Plainneſs in Apparel was moſt agreeable 
to Chriſtianity, and to the divine Being, who hated Pride in 
his Creatures. To be fure I thought this Doctrine abſurd, 
by the Reflection J remember I made at the Time, Thet God, E 


; believed, auguld not rect me, om the Scere of wearing Lace, or a 

re and gay Sill Gown, I have thought fince, any one might 
imagine Lhad fetch'd my Argument from Lucretiau 8 
that the Almighty: could not deſcend fo low as to notice ſuch 
Trifles, or mar! dittle Follies, if Gaiety in Apparel ſhould be | 


One ; 


— — rg I, — 


ä 

One; but no Wander that when I was a Child, I ſhould rea- 
ſon as a Child. I am ſenſible chat Silks, Ribbons and Lace, 
are not any where in Scripture directly forbidden; but U learn 
from thence, that Pride, and all Manner of Superfluity, is. 
Andif, by wearing this rich Silk, or adorning ourſelves with 
other ſuperſluous Ornaments, we feed and neuriſſi a proud, 
yain Deſire, it becomes by this Circumſtance as unlaw'ful as 
Pride itſelf; and that they do fo, I have greatly experienced: 
For tho" Religion flands not finply in Clothes, yet true Religion e 
Handi in that aubich ſets Bounds and Limits to the Mind with re/- 
pet to Clthes, as cbell as other Things. And to ſtrengthen this 
Aﬀertion, or rather to prove it, I ſhall offer an Inſtance of my 
own Experience, viz. I ben it pleaſed the Lord to wiſit my 
Scal, aud to appear to me in his Glory, the View of which diſco- 


ver d to me my own Unworthineſs, and cauſed ine not only to de/- 


Je and abher n:yſelf, but my ſplendid Apparel alſo: I had ny | 
fox Delight in Dk 27 Ornament, nor ether Things I had uſuall; 
taken much Pleaſure in: True Chriſtianity, which I began to be 
acquainted with, fet a Bound to ny Defires, and directed me ro 
Plcinteſs, before I had any Intention of joining the Society of the 
People call d Quakers ; and indeed all earthly and tramſitory O&- | 
jets were, and are, in my View and Eſtimation, as Loſs, Droſi 
and Dung, in Compariſon of the Excellency, Glory and Beauty, I 
beholdin God, and find in the Enjoyment of his Dityine Fawour ; 
and at times I am ready to cry out, O] how great is his Glory, 
and tranſcendently great his Beauty! 8 

But to return: When I was (by 1 remov'd from my 
Mother's Care and Direction, I continue 
feſſion of Religion, for no other Reaſon that I remember, but 
that it allowed me moſt Liberty in Dreſs and Recreations, tho“ 
my Father, as well as my Mother, did not fail to inculcate a 
juit Abhorrence of the Evils the moral Law condemns. How- 
ever, when I conſider d and examin'd religious Matters with 
more Seriouſneſs, Sincerity and Attention, than was uſual 
with me, I found the little Religion (or rather the Profeſſion 
of it) that I had, was that of my Education, which I could 
not properly call my own, as it was not the Religion of my | 
— 1. which T find abſolutely neceſſary, and highly rea- 
onable to be concern'd for. I read the Scriptures with ſome {| 
Attention; and I have conſider d the following Text, that 
unleſs abe deny ourſelves, and take up a daily Croſi, aue cannot be | 
Cyrift's Diſciples, This Paſſage appear d to me to contain 

1 = ſome 


in my Father's Pro- 


— n 

rea-. Wome other and further Conſtruction and Defign han man any 

ace; Peo le allow, who confine it to-moral Precepts and uties. 
vs Ha I proceed to {ay in what Senſe others, as well as 
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: is Inyſelf, underſtand this Chriſtian Doctrine, I think it may not 
with Pe impertinent briefly to give ſome Reaſon of my Faith and 
ond, Nope, which L deſire to do. in the ſame-Dilpo ion the Apoſ- 


le recommends, vi. fr Metkng/e and Fear. And firſt, up- 


ed: n examining the Creed call'd The dpoſtles, I could ſubſcribe 
gion Io every Article therein contain d, except one, (Chrift deſcend- 


--©S 1 , » 


Lite Hell) Which, if it be meant no other than the Grave, 
this ſubſcribe to that alſo, Next, I have conſider d and exa- 
my Inin d 2% Articles of the Church of England, (of which I had 
ny Profeſſed myſelf a Member ſome Years, without ſo much as 
A nowing what Doctrines or Principles they profeſſed and held; 
46 his I may venture to ſay, without Breach of Charity, is the 


Eaſe of many Profefiors at this Day) But upon peruſing the 


tally Sore Articles (as well as conſidering the Opinion of moſt diſ- 
9 Le Renting Sets) I could not reconcile. ſome. Opinions therein 


ontain'd with Scripture Doctrine and "Teſtimonies ; particu. | 
" the Marly a Paragraph in the fifteenth Article, where it is ſaid, 

O- Tho' we are all baptized and born again in Chriſt, yet we 
Dro/s ftend in many Things.” This Opinion appears to be mani- 
, I eſtly repugnant to, Scripture Accounts of many, who attain'd 
n this Life a perfe& Freedom from Sin. And the Text far- 
her quoted by that Church will not import the Apoſtle himſelf 
o be included in it, 1 70% i. 8. And I am of Opinion, we 


my ay ſafely interpret the 1 0 by ſome other Scripture Text; 
Pro- Fhcrein the Apoſtles include themſelves with Sinners, yet by, 
but o Means can be underſtood, that they themſelves were in the 
tho' Hike Circumſtances. And now I ſhall offer the following Scrip- 
ite a ure Teſtimonies, which appear to corroborate, and greatly 
ow- J juſtify. us, with regard to a Tenet we particularly hold, viz. 


he Poſſibility (God's Grace aflifting ) of' obtaining a perfect 


ua! Freadem * from Sin even in this Life, Neab was a juft Mar, 
fon |} e ee ee 
ould 


* This Doctrine being deny d by moſt Chriſtians except the Quakers, I 
Mought proper to tranſeribe Part of aConverſation on that Subject, between 


rea- Clergyman and 2 Dunker —— : 

ome Qa. Doft thou vwn a Purgatory? c H A 

that Ce. No. = es 29 $1972 14 ee 

of be Na. When then muſt we be freed from Sin, and made fit for Heaven? 
'» \'Y Cer. I believe Cod Almighty is adle to forgive his People their Sins, 


ad to Rt them for Heaven; a little before they departrt. 
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i Gen Man, and on- 
that fer d God, and & 
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2 tſchew'd Evil. God made David's Way 
Fer/e2. Bleſſed ave the Undefiled in the Way, bh walk in the 
Law of the Tord. Be ye therefore perfect, at your Father aubicb 
is in Heaven is perfet?. Every Ont that is perfect, ſpall be at his 
Mofter. We fpeak Wiſdom among them” that are perfet?. This 
al we wiſh, ven your Perfection. Finally, Brethren be per. 
feet. That the Man of God may be perfeck, thoroughly furniſhed | 
to every good Word and Work. But the God of all Grace male 
you perfect. That you may be perfet# and entire, wanting no- 
thing. Therefore leaving the Doctrines of the Principles of Chrift, 
let us go on to Perfefion. Zachariah and Elizabeth cvere both 
holy, awalking in all the Commandments of the Lord blamele):.| 
The ele Paul kept - a Conſcience void of Offence, both" in the 
Sight , God and Man. If wwe ſay we have Felliavfoip ⁊vith 
God, and walk in Darkneſs," we lie, and do not the Truth: EF. 
very Man that hath Hope in Chriſt purifieth himſelf, even as he 
it pure. Whoſoever committeth Sin tranſgrefſeth the Law, for 
Sin is the Tranſgreſſion of the Law. Whofoever abideth in hin 
finneth not; for you know that Chriſt was manifeſted to take away 
our Sins. Whoſoever finneth hath not ſeen him, neither now: 
him. Little Children, let no Man deceive you. He that doth 
Righteouſneſs is righteons, eben as he is righteous; and he that 
committeth Sin is of the Devil. For this Purpoſe was the Son of 
God manifefied, that. he might deftray the Works of the Dewil.| 
Whofoever is born of God farmeth not; but he that is begotten of 
God keepeth himſelf, and that wicked One toucheth him not, 1 John 
WW v. 18. if ave ſay that we hawe not finned, wwe make him a Liar, 
a2 his Wordis not in us; but if we confeſs and for/ake our Sins, 
if Heis faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe u. 
from all Unrighteauſneſs, which is Sin. And further, I ob- 
75 ſerve, that both the Old and New Teſtament abound with Ex-W 
5 Hortations to a Life of Holineſs and Purity. Let us clean/; 
0 ounſelves, ſays the Apoſtle Paul, from the Pollution of Flies 
bh and Spirit, prefering Holineſs in the Fear of God. And I have 
1 never remarked any Text yet, that leaves me the leaſt Room 
fs ; to 


KA 


Ma, oa 22 


va, How long? ! | 
Cler, It may be an Hour or two, 
ua. I believe a Day or two, as well as an Hour or two. 
+ Cer, | believe ſo too. N 0 as | 
The Quaker carried gradually to a Month or two, till he brought it to, 
ſeven Fears; to which his Opponent anſwer'd, He believed the ſame, 


Thin e * on God's Part e oy Par Siem. 0 
his divine Nature, and hi. Relation 10 a 4 bee, 7 Ne. 


Per- gute that aue ould not fin ; that ir, ſays he, tr fo any of 


God Laus: For Sin being the Tri anſeriifion of 0 70 Late, * | 
perfeck and unfirming Obedience being one thay; 5-4 ſame, ' 5 God © 
requires under the new Covenant r I. ſhould nit trainſgrefs any 


_ of bis Laws, as he moſt certainly muſt de, he muſt require me not 


% fir: again them; and fo he muſt. ret uire perfect and unſinning 
ö 5 ns Clergyman diſcourſing on the Subject o 
| Holineſs, has theſe Words : Tr he atvine Being is tranſcendent 


750 holy, infinitely perfect; He is the Fab F all. Holing fs, 


and ſan#ifies his Saints, his People, and , Miniſters; ; He re- 
quires perfect Holineſs in thoſe who approath him, and to be bo. 
cur'd by his Servants. , And he Geert fa 57 That true Holineſs 
oufefts in a eri! to the Nature and Will of God; 2 
by a Saint it diftinguiſhed from the unreneab' d World, and is not 
ated by their bine ge, nor gowern'd by their Marias and 
toms. But farther, upon peruſing the Scripture, I have found 
no Room for Ceremonies under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, nor 
Precedent for Muſick in the Chriftian Church. The Liturgy, 
r Form of Prayer, became quite uſeleſs. to me, and ſinging 
David's Pſalms burthenſome; * 1 conſider d, and it 1 4 
o me, we were endeavouring rather to pleaſe and 
gown Ear, than ſinging to the Praife and Glory of . 
find that David's Pſalms can no more be Akadle 70 the 
State of the Souls of a whole or numerous Congregation, 
an the ſame Form of Prayer can be agreeable to all Condi- 
tions and ſpiritual Caſes. I ſhall, among many, give a few 
Anſtances of the Inconfiſtancy and Unfſuitablenefs of the Pſalms 
of David, to the Conditions of Men of the following Cha- 
ractets, who, when they are in the Aſſemblies where theſe 
ſalms are fung occaſionally, they cuſtomarily j join in this Part 
f theWorſhip. TheWanton, who ſpends his precious Time in 
Nelke, he fines, Iam weary with my Groæning, Imale my Couch 
ro froim with my Tears. The proud Atheiſt, who hath baniſh'd 
Pod out of all his Pe Et he fings, 7 have * the Lord al- 


* 


Mos, © PP iy. 


ay k . . = © * 0 Ca — 


2 .... 


* S N my 2 
4 > 3 2 3 * — 6. af 
SEES WET TT GS 3x on EY 

PF. EFT > 2 


: ef Co a 
* n 2 we" bs eg 
* —— a . . 

* * lp gain 4 


2 ** 5 
2 WS. 


Poe 
— — 
v 


2 N — + 4s -_ — 
” = 52 om aA ot; yy "Drs, * 7 ” 
r - * 2 * 
— £ p <p — 2 be: 4. won 9 * I 4a Q 
= 992 9 T 


AN 
” 
4 
* 
75 
5 
1 
t; : 
70 
4s 
», 
4 
1 0 
1 
* 
''Þ x 
A 4 
4. 
FY 


* — 
Ly 
'T = 
x; 4 
We 5 
* 1 „ of 
ZI 
4 
ad - 
we l ; 
þ 
» 
: % 4 
1 7 


2 . 6 

ihe "694; 24 e 7. 4 1. 12 7 4 
4 od, and conf vently fruitleſs, he fings, Ian {ike 
a greet Ger tree in ee of: Got... He, whole Heart 0 
AX Cage. of Uncleannefs, ſings . Heart © 785 Huge HENS A good 
Matter, The daily E Faaker, wget Legs, can Tearce Fa. a. 


bout his corpulent be f ng My Knees. are ea, | 
Fafting, « N Fleſh "faileth Foe 8 Fatah. 85 ve, 210 | 
Wallows in the Mire and Filt 


of Sin, he 1 Lord, truly 
Tan thy Servant. The lawleſs Man, whoſe ife 1 18.2 Life of 
Rebelhon, ſubject to Sin and Satan, he ings, . The Law 


| Mouth is dearer unto me than Thouſands of Gold and Silver. 


e proud and N Perſon, fings, Lord, my a0 15 87. | 


Pang Hy, nor aint es bofty 3. my So Soul {5 even 06.2. 


It has been obj ted, "that WE. Way, 5 reaſo ably, a . 
ſential 


| Dat s Pſalms, as read them; but I appr . ane 


Difference between reading chem a s David's E s Ex DIP or 


Words he uſed in Ea God Gbich were n Dy 
geſted by the Holy Spirit) and reducing them to MY " OWN, 


of Worſhip ; unleſs the Words be ſuitable. to the $i tine of our 
Souls, and b broug ht to our Remembr: ance by the 1: my divine 


Influence f preſented them to the Mad 85 Dawid, ac- 


cording as chey they ſuited the Circumſtance of ul, or were 


2 or. 9 to the Condition be others, to whom | 


he ſometimes ſpeaks, in a feeling Senſe, of the different States 
of the Godly an the Wicked. I have alſo conſider” d it ir- 
rational to limit and preſcribe to a Chriſtian, even the weakeſt, 
a ſet Form of Prayer, ſincethe Apoſtle Pau expreſly declar dd, 
I. e know not hat abe foould pray for as we ought, but the Sprrit 
elf making Irterceſſion ſor us with Groanings, which carref be 
utter d, Rom. viii. 26. 
go! remember, when I ex; cd the Work of Gar” s Grace 
operating on my Soul, and diſcovering to me my State and 
Co ition, the common 18 became of no Se ice to me, 
as J found it highly neceſſary that my Heart {hould 1 
ed by the Lord to enable me to addreſs him by his own Spir 
and A 0! he is pleaſed to touch and incline the Heart to 
ſelf, behold (as it is ſaid on a memorable Occaſion) abe 14 ; 
' Were immediately taught to pray in Terms ſuggeſted by the 
holy Spirit, who beſt knows our Neceſlities, helps . n nfir- 


mities, and cauſes us ſuitably to n Throne of Grace. | 
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und to requelt and pray with the Spirit, and with the Under- 


Free, landing. And as weare not to pray in our own Words, nei-, 
CL on chnves. pray. acceptably in our"own'Time 3 as, Thave. 
vt Fitneſſed on a very particular Occaſion, when J profeſſed my- 
eech elf a Member of the Church of Erg/and. Being returned 
oy a. From a Voyage, I, according to Cuſtom, ſent Notice, that L 
oro hould publick y give God Thanks for my Preſervation at Sea; 
"who Thus when the ſtated Prayer of Thankſgiving was read, I Was 
72 ndeed on my Knees, but my Heart was not properly warm'd, 
2 ae nor influenced to addreſs the Almighty, at the Time the Con- 
0 of gregation was told, I was giving God humble and hearty 
Wer. hanks for ſuch a Mercy; J repeated the Form indeed, but 
11 t was only with my Lips, my Heart had little Share in this 
Ty formal Devotion; and reflecting, while on my Knees, that 1 
eng was wrong, Ee the Sacrifice of Thankſgiving I had 
And e a Manner, muſt be an Offence to 


tial offer d in ſo unacceptab 
2 God. The above Reflection, I am not aſham'd to ſay, 
*£*  Mcauſed me to tremble at the very Inſtant. Thus I find, that 
As waiting to be ſuitably influenced by the Spirit, ought to be 
previous to this ſolemn Act of Worſhip, But farther, as I 
have above noted, I find no Place in the Church of. Chriſt for 
„ Ceremonies, as they appear to be a! very great Obſtacle in 
PS" Mthe Way of ſpiritual Worſhip ; fir boatly Exerciſe profiteth lit- 
n %; tis the Spirit of Chriſt muſt quicken us for {piritual Wor- 
ae Whip. And tho' God wink'd at Times of Ignorance and 
it ir- Blindneſs, when Men vainly imagin'd that Worthip was moſt 
acceptably perform'd to him at this Place, or the other Moun- 
ard, M22 3 in this, or the other Ceremony; yet Chriſt the Light, 
rt who came, and is come to diſpel all the dark Clouds of Ig- 


% norance and Error, and to direct Men to himſelf the Way, 
7Gt E . SS RE a | ; F 

the Light, and the Truth, on a remarkable Occaſion explodes 

ow Mens Opinions in this important Matter, by ſaying, that it 


ang <c4 neither at Jeruſalem, nor yet at the Mountain (of Samaria } 
| the Father æuas to be worffifped ; but the Flowr cometh, and. 
. now is, auben the true M onſbifpers fall ævonſßbißp the Faber, 
258 in Sfarit and in Truth : For the Father ſeeketh ſuch ta worſhip 
ui im. God is a Spirit, aid thoſe who worſpip him (exceptably) 
muſt worſhip him in Spirit aud in Truth, not in Formality and 


* Ceremonies. The. Author of. the Preface to the Common 
£ag Prayer tells us, T he Ceremonies retain'd in the Church (of Eng- 
a land) were deviſed anc! inſtituted by Man, and ſome that are 
ga hrown cu, entcr*d at firſt with a Zeal without Knoxvledge, and 
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Brew daily to mere and more Abuſes; which not only for Uniphro: 
tab lengſe, but becauſe they have much blinded the People, and 


mung 


7 


o ſcur d the Glory of God, are refecteddl. Others, ſays he, 750 
Hegifed by Man, are retain'd for Order and Edifcation: And 
at the fame Time tells us, that Chriſt's Goſpel is not a ceremo- 
mat Laꝛv; but it is Religicn toſerve God, not in the Bondage 


of the Figure and Shadow, but in the Freedom of the Spirit. 10 
this laſt Propoſition I heartily agree ; then why ſhould we re. 


turn to the weak and beggarly. Elements, or deſire , 5 to 
be in Bondage? You otJerve, (ſays the Apoſtle Paul) Days 
and Months, and Times and Years; I am afraid of you, left Ihave 


 Eeftorwed upon you Labour in main: But as ye have received Chriſt 


Tefus the Lord, fo wwalk in him, and bexvare leſt any Man 
Soil you through Philgſophy, and vain Deceit, after the Tra- 


erties of Men, after the Rudiments of the Morld, and not after | 


nit. Why, os the living in the World, are ye ſubjett ro Or- 
alnances ? Touch. not, taſte not, handle not, which all are to 
perij2 with the uſing, after the Commandments and Doctrines of 
Men. But 1 ſhall no longer inſiſt on theſe Matters of Diſpu- 
tation; neither do I propoſe to give an Account of the Te- 
nets or Principles profeſſed by us as a Society, that being al- 
ready done in a very ample Manner by our Friend Robert Bar- 

ay. I have only thought proper to mention ſeveral Obſta- 


cles which lay in my Way when I began to fearch for Truth: 


For as my Buſineſs is not Controverſy, but Love, good Will 
and Charity, to all Mankind, I purpoſe to give you a ſhort 
Account of the 
2 State of Forgetfulneſs of Gad; and the inexpreſſible Be- 

ets I have witneſſed from a Return to, and Attention upon 


God, and Submiſſion, Reſignation, and Subjection to his 


Blefled Will and Commands. And as far as my Teſtimony 
to the Power and Efficacy of the Grace of God, and the 
Doctrine and Neceſſity of bearing the Croſs, will go, to in- 
vite, perſuade and beſeech, you to draw nigh, and acquaint 
vourſelves with God, through ſefus Chriſt our Lord, who 
hath ſaid, and now ſays, 2 unto me, all ye Ends of toe 
Earth, and be ye javed. In vain is Salvation look'd for from 


the Hills or Mountains, or from our own exalted Imagina- 
tions, or high Pretenſions to kehgion. And I have this Jetz. 


mony to bear to God's Power, that I witneſſed Salvation from 


Sin only and alone from theOmmpotentHand of the Lord, giv- | 


ing me Victory over my vain Theughts, Aſftections and Deſires, 


nd bringing them under the Power of the Croſs of Chritt, 
c by 


great Diſadvantages I labour'd under in 


) 1N- 
aint 
WhO 
” the 
rom 
ina- 


1 
ei- 


( 89.) 


by which I am crucified unto the World, and the World un- 
to me. Therefore if you would enter into his Reſt, harden 


not your Hearts againſt the Call and Invitation our Compal- 
ſionate Lord continues to give a?! (returning) Sinners; Cone 


unto me (ſays Chriſt) all ye that are qviary, and heawy laden, 
with the Burden of your Sins, bewilling to part with them, and 
he will give you Reſt. Let not, I beſeech you, the Sin of Un- 
belief, in the Power of Chriſt, enter your Hearts: Fer if ye 
belicue not {ſays Chriſt) that I am He (viz. the Sawicur of the 
World, who is come to ſave you from your Sins) and continue in 


your Sims, you (hall die in them; and then <hi:her Igo you can- 


not come. Fly then for your Lives, I beſeech you; fly from 
the Wrath to come; apply to Chriſt for eternal Life, and he 
will inform you what you mult do to be faved ; his Power 1s 
eternally and unchangeably the ſame ; his Hand is not ſhor- 


ten'd, that it cannot ſave, neither is his Ear heavy, that it 


cannot hear ; therefore give not Sleep to your Eyes, till you 


witneſs God in Chriſt reconciling you to himſelf. The Time 


preſent, we all know, is only ours; then while tis call'd to 
Day, let us hear his Voice, who ſpeaks as never Man ſpoke, 
even with Power and Authority, ſaying, Riſe up you that are 
at Eafe in your Sins; tremble ye tarclefs Ones; caſt your Idols from 


you, and lock unto the Rock and Holy One of HJrael ; feek the Lord 


cohilè he may be found, call upon him wxhile he is near 5 let the 
Iiched forſake hisi ays, and the unrighteous Mau hisT houghts, and 
tum unto the Lord, and he <uill hade Mercy, aud to cur God, <vho 
ill abundantly parden. | | 

I would now obſerve to you who inculge yourſelves in the 
falſe Pleaſures, vain Amuſements and Recreations, of the 
Age, which once I had a Fondneſs for, as well as you now 
have ; that when the Almighty was pleaſed in his Mercy to 
open the Eves of my Underſtarding, I plainly perceived by 
that Light (he had placed in my Conſcience, which enabled 
me to diſcern between Right and Wrong, the Precious and 
the Vile) that a Life of Pleaſure and Diverſion was in- 
couſiſtent with the Liſe of a Chriſtian : I found, that to be 
thus carnally minded, has been Death to my Soul; but as I 
gradually witneſſed Chriſt, and the Power of his Reſurrection 


raiſing me from the Death of theſe Sins, I felt a Neceſſity of 


parting with, and denying myſelf of them; and I conf:dzr'd 
them to be the greateſt Obſtacles in a religious Progreis. But 


it has been objected, that Recreations are abſolutely ne- 
ce ſſary to unbend and relax the Mind, when it has been occu- 
| | B 2 2 


pd 


| (28) 
py d ar employ'd in worldly Affairs, or in the more ferious At- 
tention on divine Objects, to which it is not poſſible it can be 
attending always. I grant, that our Lord's enjoining his 
Followers, to watch and pray continually, and Paul's exhorting 
the Theſſalonians, to pray without ceaſing, does not, in a ſtrict 
and litera] Senſe, oblige us to be always on our Knees, nor 
occupy'd in mental Prayer ; for tho' we ought to be led and 
guided by the Spirit of Chriſt in all our Actions, or, at leaſt, 
that all we do by Permiſſion, as well as by immediate Di- 
rection, may be approved in his Sight; yet we arg not at all 
Times under an Influence neceſſary tor addreſſing the Throne 
of Grace, in the ſolemn Act of Prayer: Nevertheleſs, we ſhould 
always be fo far in a Spirit of Prayer and Watchfulneſs, as wwe 
ought to be alavays in a Chriſtian and virtuous Temper of Mind; 
which is indeed truly and effectually worſhipping the divine 
Being, when we do not confine our Service to ſet Days, or 
appointed Hours of Devotion, but to a conilant, ſteady and 
uniform Life of Virtue, Piety and Holineſs. Some are apt 
to think all is well, and they have done their Duty to God, 
when they neglect not cuſtomary times of formal Prayer, or 
Devotion (as it is falſely called) or their Diverſions don't in- 
terfere with this Formality, which by ſome is punctually per- 
form'd. This brings to wy Remembrance the abſurd as well 
as impious Character a certain Author gives of a Woman of 
i this prepoſterous Compoſition of Diverſion and Devotion, or, 
1 in his own Words, of Religion and Cards; he repreſents her, 
in {ome Interval of her Game, juſt recollecting it was her 
| Hour of Devotion or Prayer, upon which ſhe riſes in great 
Precipitation, and defires her Neighbour to hold her Cards 
till ſhe ſteps and ſays her Prayers. To mention this Charac- 
ter, is ſufficient to ſhew the Abſurdity of it. Again, the 
Deſcription another Writer gives of a Woman at her Gaming | 
Table, is enough, one would imagine, to make the hardeſt | 
Forehead bluſh : And to ſay no more, tkan that it renders 
| her unamiable in the Eves of reaſonable People, one would 
. Judge, this would be a great Reaſon for her to decline the 
Diverſion; but when ſhe is repreſented accuſing her ill For- 
tune, as ſhe calls it, in Terms of Fury and Abſurdity, the 
mh | Portrait is horrid and ſhocking, unbecoming a rational Mind, 
1 and moſt unworthy any Perion who profeſſes Chriſtianity. 
. | Compare this Character with kumble Mary's fitting at her 
Lord's Feet, waiting to hear the gracious Words that praceed- 
ed out of his Mouth Compare it wich the Apoſtle's Deſ- 
cription of a Woman profeſing Godlineſs, vchole Mind is a- 
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lorw'd with Meckneſs, Quierneſi and Modeſty ; and fee if yo 


at's an diſcover one ſimilar Line in the Characters. Again, deſ- 

his ribe a Woman dancing at a Ball, and adorn'd with all the 
191 Luxury and Pomp of Dreſs, tending, according to the Opi- 
fri 4 ion of a pious Writer, to excite a Paſſion I forbear to name; 


and Country Dances, ſome of em, you know, are condemn'd 


| 4 by a Writer much admir'd by the polite and faſhionable Part 
an f the World, who peruſe him, I have thought, to very little 
; Di. Purpoſe : Examine, I ſay, the Characters I have mentioned, 


and ſee if you can obſerve tlie leaſt Trace of Chriſtianity in 
hem : In ſhort, a dancing, gaming, maſquerading Chriſtian, 
appears as great a Contradiction, and ſounds as harſh and un- 
outh in one's Ears, as a polluted Chriſtian ; which, I have 
ieard a learn'd Perſon ſay, was no Inconſiſtency ; however, 
e fail'd in his Proof, ſince I can as ſoon reconcile Light and 
Darkneſs, Chriſt and Belial, as that a Perſon can be both a- 


at all 
1rone 
Bond 
75 ve 
Lind; 
wine | 


85 1 Sinner and a Saint, at the fame Moment of Time. But, fur- 
e her, tho' ſome Recreations, properly choſen and adapted, 
>» ay be lawful to a Chriſtian ; yet I have found thoſe the Ge- 


erality of People allow themſelves in, are pernicious and 


"> Or Whurtfvl in their Conſequences, and therefore unlawful to, and: 
d in- Faconlſiſtent with the Life of a Chriſtian. Upon peruſing the 
3 cripture, I find the Apoſtle Paul exhorting the Corinthians in 
Wel # 


heſe Words, Whether ye eat cr drink, or whatſoever ye do, do 

to the Glory of God: From whence I alſo learn, that I ought. 
ot to do any Thing that would obſtruct or hinder, or may 
e in Oppoſition to God's Honour. And tho' I don't find any 
lirect Prohibition of Cards, Plays, Balls, Aſſemblies, Mat- 

gueradeg, Muſick-gardens, G&c.. yet I obſerve they are in- 
irectly forbid, as they have not the leaſt Tendency to pro- 
note God's Glory; but on the contrary, if you'll take my 


in. of 
1, or, 
her, 
s her | 
great 
-ards 
arac- 


te bwn Experience for Evidence, tend to hinder and prevent any 
mrs aſte or Reliſh for divine or ſpiritual Enjoyments ; the Soul 
* T&:iven up to ſenſual Pleaſure, lies ſordidly grovelling on Earth, 
ders 


hen tis deſign'd to contemplate and enjoy more rational, as 
ell as ſublime and heavenly Delights. We are told by an 
\uthor (pretty generally read) who diſcourſing, in ſome of 
is Writings, on the Deſign of the Almighty in placing Mor- 
als here on Earth, We were, ſays he, /eft here for a Time, to 


'00:d 
e the 
For- 


? 


il, Pe educated For Heaven. But when we look about, and obſerve 
ni. Irhat Methods for this Education are purſued, we can't well 
| * elp concluding, the Generality of People have very unna- 
eed- 


ural, inadequate and groſs Ideas, of that glorious Kingdom; 
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1 
aud that, if they reflect at all, they muſt conſider it no other 
than a Habemetan Patadiſe; as the Plan of Education, now. 
3-days, ſeems defign'd and calculated, to qualify for a Place 
where the Senſes are only to be-gratified and entertained : And 
indeed J am induced to think the Apoſtle's Doctrine quite 
revers'd by thoſe called Chriſtians, who, many of them, ap- 


- pear to live by Sight, and not by Faith. That Chriſtians 


ought not to indulge. themſelves inthe ufual Pleaſures, Di- 
verſions, and vain Cuſtoms of the World, ſeems evident from 
the ſacred Writings ; as theſe Amuſements appear to be dia- 
metrically oppoſite to the Spirit, Temper and Rules of Chriſ- 
tanity ; that Syſtem being abſolutely of another Nature and 
Tendency, calculated to ſubdue and regulate the Paſſions and 
Affections of the Mind, by calling us to a Life of Self-deni- 


al, and inſtructing us to walk in the Steps of an humble, lo- 


ly and crucified Saviour; for whoever will be Chrift's Diſci: 
le, muſt crucify the Fleſh, with the Affectious and Lufts; and 
think the following Paſſages of Scripture greatly evinee that 
a Life of Pleaſure is inconſiſtent with the Life of Chriſtianity 3 


the Apoſtle Paul tells us, that thoſe ah live in Pleaſure, are 
dead while they live: Dead to God and ſpiritual Enjoyments. 


Chriſtians are by the ſame Apoſtle exhorted to redeem the ime, 
becauſe the Days are Eil; which J cannot reconcile to the 
faſhionable Phraſe uſed by profeſſed Chriſtians; How falta 
kill Tine? Verf out your own Salvation with Fear and Tren:- 
bling, is a Precept incompatible to ſpending the greateſt Part 
of our precious Time in Mirth, Wantonneſs, Gaming, Danc- 
ing, c. Be ſoter, be vigilant, becauſe your Adwverſary, the 
Dewil, is walking about like a raaring Lion, ſeeking whom he 
may cevour ; whom reſiſt, ſtedfaſt in the Faith: I have conſi- 
dered this Paſſage alſo, and find it contrary to the Practice of 
modern Chriſtians; who, inſtead of reſiſting the Temptations 
of Satan, blindly ſeek and run into them, by their frequent 
Attendance on prophane and wanton Plays, vain Muſick-gar- 
dens, and wicked Maſquerades, Opera's, &c. The Reaſon 
why Chriftians are to be found in a watchful Poſture, is. here 
given; Becauſe ou Adverſarj, the Devil, is ſeeking whom he 
may dewour; we are exhorted to take Heed how we ſtand, leſt 
we fall; to-avatch and pray, left ws enter into Temptaticn ; 
therefore a Life of Wantonneſs and Riot, Eaſe and Security, 
cannot be agrecable to that Circumſpection and Diligence re- 
quiſite in every Chriſtian, in order to make his Calling and 

N eclion 
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Fliction. ſure. And I have thought a Life of Piverfion and 
Pleaſure, is very unſuitable to Sinners, who may be guilty of 
immoral Acts, and, perhaps, have lived long in open Vio- 
lation of God's Laws: Surely it is high Time for ſuch as 
theſe to awake out of Sleep, out of the Lethargy and Death 
of Sin; for the Lord, by the Mouth of his Prophet, pro- 
nounces a Woe againſt ſuch as are at Eaſe- in their Sins; and 
calls upon them to reform, in thefe Words; Cleanſe your 
Hands, ye Sinners, and purify your Hearts, ye double-minded, be 
affiieted fir your Sins, mourn and weep : Go to, you rich Men, 
veep and howl for your Miſeries that ſhall come upon you ; fer you 
have lived in Pleaſure on the Earth, and been wanton ; ye have 
nouriſhed your Hearts as in a Day of Slaughter, &c. And-our 
Lord prononnces a Woe againſt them that /augh now, for they 
Hall weep and mourn; but blefſed are ye that weep now, for ye 
Hall rejoice hereafter. Weep for yourſelves, and for your Chil- 
rex, was the Advice of Chriſt to the Daughters of Jeru/alem; 
and very noceſſary for us at this Day, that our Mirth ſhould 
be turned into Mourning, and the evil Rejoicing of many in- 
to Heavineſs. Theſe, and ſuch like.Sentences of -the.ſacred. 
Records, appear to me to be irreconcilable with the common 
Study and Practice of leaving Tokens of Marth, Luxury and 
Wantonneſs, in every Place, ſaying, To-morrew ſal be as 
this Day, and much more abundant ; whereas we know not what. 
mall be on the Morrow: For what is your Life! It is even as. 
a Vapour, that appeareth for a little Time, and then vaniſhes. 
away. The Wicked, ſays holy Job, ſpend their Days in Mirth, 
and, in a Moment, go deaus to the Grawe. But ſome object, 
that Soloman ſeems to allow us Times and Seaſons for Recrea-- 
tions and Divertiſements, you conſider as unlawful Pleaſures, . 
wiz, A Time to ſing, anda Time to aance, &c. Oh! what is 
called an Allowance, appears to me to amount to no more, 
than that in Sclomon's Days, as well as in all former Ages vf 
the World, there were Times in which People did thoſe Things 
he enumerates, and which he obſerves only adds Vanity to all. 
human Actions and Inventions ; but he does not determine. 
whether they were lawful or otherwiſe : He tells us alſo of a. 
Time to laugh, or rejoice ; our Lord, as above, pronounces. 
a Woe againſt thoſe that laugh now | or in this Gojþel Day, 
do herein you are call d to Repentance, tofit and qualify you to receive 
the Goſpel of Chriſt and his Kingdom] for they ſhall mourn and 
vieep. Solomon mentions a Time to hate; which under the 
5225 B 4 1 Geſpel 
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. 
Goſpel is pofirively prohibited, or forbid,” by Chriſts own 
Remarks on the Jew Law, or T radition ; where he evi. 
dently ſhews, that there is no ſuch Paſſion of the Mind to be 
exerciſed by Chriſtians (except againſt Sin, as the Godly hate 
Sin, becaule it is a Breach of God's Law) no, not againſt our 
Enemies ; kis Goſpel being univerſal Love and Beneficence 
to all Mankind. But granting that Solomon indul ed himſelf 
in the Pleaſures and Vanities of the Age he lived in, which 
indeed appears to. be his Caſe; yet hear how he eſtimates l 
them, in what is commonly call'd his Recantation ; having Pe 
- rſt proved worldly Wiſdom, he perceiveth that this was Va. 
nity and Vexation of Spirit; For in much Wiſdom is much 
Grief, and he. that incrcaſeth Knowledge, 1 Sorrow, . 
Eccl. i. 18. Then ſays he, 7. commented Mirth,” becauſe a Mau, 
bath mthing better under the Sun, than ta eat, drink, and te 
merry, G to, Iavill prove thee with Mirth, therefore enjoy I. 
Pleaſure ; but, behold, this is alſo Vanig; 1 ſaid of Laughter, fl 
it is Madneſs, and of Mirth, what doth it ? Ecce. ji. 1. 2. For 5 
even in Laughter, the Heart is ſorroauful, and the End of that 
Mirth, is Heavineſt, Prov. xiv. 13. And we have this wile 
Man's Qpinion, That it is better to go to the Houſe of 
Mourning, than to the Houſe of Feaſting; and that Sorrow 
is better than Laughter;' for by the Sadneſs of the Countenance, 
the Heart is made better : The Heart of the Wiſe, is in th: 
the Houſe of Mourning ; .but the Heart of Fools, in the House of 
Mirth : Thus, thou may rejoice, O young Man, in thy 
Youth, and let thy Heart chear thee in the Pays of thy Youth, 
and walk inthe Ways of thy Heart, and'in the Sight of thine 
Eyes; but remember it is at thy Peril; for know thou, that 
for all theſe Things God will bring thee into Judgment.“ Let 
us now hear his Concluſion of the whole Matter; The Fear 
of the Lordis the Beginning of Miſdom, and to depart from Evil 
a good Underſtanding ; therefore fear God, and keep his Command. 
ments, for this is the auhole Duty of Man: For God fhall bring 
every Work into Judgment, with every ſecret Thing, whether it 
be good, or whether it be evil. But further, to. evince that the 
common Diverſions and Amuſements of the Age, are incon- 
gruous and unfit for Chriſtians to recreate themſelves with— 
do but propoſe to a pious, grave Clergyman, to accompany 
any one of you to a Ball, a Play, a Maſquerade, or Aſſem- 
bly ; or invite him to make a Party at Cards, Dice, or an 
Game ; and ſee what an Indignity he'll tell thee * 
. e offered 


rns 2 & 


J ĩͤ K ⅛ oe HRT Inn Why A © i. 


offered him, telling thee, that theſe Amuſements are incon- 
ſiſtent with his Function, c. And indeed every one wha 
has, or does frequent Play-houſes, knows that thoſe Clergy- 
men who take the undue Liberty of frequenting them, go 
conceal'd and diſguis'd in what they call a Lay-habit : Where- 
as, if theſe Entertainments were ſuitable to a Chriſtian Spirit, 
and that ſolid, grave, pious Diſpoſition of Mind, which it is 
the Duty of every common Chriſtian to labour for, and be 
found in; why may not the beft Chriſtians frequent them o- 
penly, as well as thoſe who pretend to a lefler Degree of. 
Piety and Holineſs ? I am not acquainted with any Text in 
the ſacred Writings, that allows me, or any one elſe, to be 
one Whit leſs pious, holy or virtuous, than our Teachers; 
nay, David did not ſcruple to ſay, In Matters of Religion, 
or the Things of God, that he was wiſer, and had more Un- 
derſtanding, than all his Teachers; Fer thy Teſtimonies, O 
Lerd, are my Meditation and Delight; I underſtand more than 
the Antients (who undoubtedly were well acquainted with the 
outward and written Law) for this cogent Reaſon, becauſe [ 
lep thy Precepts, And Paul exhorts the Philippians in theſe- 
Words, Brethren, be ye Foligwers cf me, and mark them <which' 
walk ſo, at ye Gave us fer an Example; and whereunto we have 
already attain'd, let us walk by the fume Rule, and mind the ſame * 
Things, And in his Direction or Counſel to Timothy, tells 
him, To be an Example to the Believers, in Word, in Conver- 


ſatien, in Charity [or Love] in Spirit, in Faith, and in Puri 
ty. He alſo directs Tits, * To exhort. the young Men to be. 


tober-minded ; in all Things hewing himfelf a Pattern of good. 
Works, in Uncorruptneis, Gravity, and Sincerity.' 

But it may be objected, that ſome cf the Remarks on the fa- 
fionable Diverions of the World, don't immedately affect 
you, as you have no Maſquerades, nor Nufck-gardens, tor 
entertain you; neither are 1 heatrical Entertainments frequent. 


amongſt you. This is true; but you have, in the Winter- ſeaſon, 


Aſſemblies once a Week, wherein you dance and game; Balls 


and Dancing at other Times and Places, Card-playing at your: , 


on Houſes, Oc. Ard, ſuffer me farther to ſay, That 1 am 
ſenſible you, many of yon, fail not to give your Attendance. 
on every Occaſion of Mirth and Jollity; and that you mimick 
r;eat-Briczin in every Foppery, Luxury and Recreat on, with- 
in your Reach; which dillovers an cqual Inclination, but leſs 


Power of gratifying a Fondneſs for Pleaſure. and Diverſions: 
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And tho you * few or no Opportunities of frequent: 


Plays, your Cloſets, doubtleſs, are furniſned with Books 
of this Sort; which, if it be unlaw ful to ſee them exhibited on 
the Stage (as William Laab, a Clergyman, greatly proves it 
is) *tis equally unlawful and unfit for Chriſtians to read them : 
And, permit me to remind you, that you have Biſhop Bur- 
nct's, as well as Biſhop Tllotſon's Teſtimonies againſt Plays; 
who; in a Sermon onthe Education of Youth, in ſo many Words; 
calls the Playhouſe the Devil's Chapel: And in a Diſcourſe a- 
gainſt corrupt Communication, he occaſionally mentions Plays, 
and fays, 7 key are intollerable, aud not fit to be permitted in a 
civilized, uch leſs a Chiiſtiau Nation: They do moſt notoriouſiy 
miniſter to Vice and Infideiity : By their Prophencneſs they ars 
aft to irſti] tad Principles into the Minds of Men, and to leſſen 
that Aave aud Reverence which all Men ought to have of God 
and Religion: Ard by their Leawdneſs they teach Vice, are apt to. 
gcc the Minds of Men, and diſpoſe them to leaud and difjolute 
Pradices : Thus far Biſhop Till. Now hear the Arch- 
bihop of Cambray's Sentiments of theſe Kind of Books and 
Entertainments: In his Freatiſe on the Education of Youth, 
he tells us.; Yeung Perſons, and eſpecialiy Women, have row. 


irg Inaginaticene, and or want of folid Nourijiment, their \ 


Caricfty turns on vain and dangerous Ol jecis; they are extremely 
efected with Ron ances, and chimericel Adventures, and Plays, 
in which frophane Love (ears a mig! ty Share, and lle their Minds 
culeh enpty Ne tons, which bear no Propertion to the true Motive or 
ring of our ZEtcrs in thisjroſertWerld : Apocr Girl, whoſe Head 
rs #1 d<with jarfriging Strains, is diſafprinted not to find in the 
IF arid, real Perfo:s of the Character of Romantick Ecries; amd 
us ſhe ewould ttuve like one of their imaginary Princeſſes, what 
D jeifl muſt it te fer ber to deſcend from this imaginary State, 
io the mean Parts and Offices of Houſcavifry ? Thus you may 
eb{rve Tora the Senttments of theſe creat and pious Men, 
MM: miſchieveus Conſcquences that attend the frequenting 
IIy-hœuſes, as well as reading prophane and unedifying Books; 
as they prove them hurtſul in a civil. or ſocial, as well. as in 
a rel. gious Relation. But further; tho' my Experience is 
mort, and Knowledge ſmall, in the fublime Myſterias of 
Chr fti: nuy, yet J have been induced to conſider it both ab. 
furd ar d iratienal to propoſe vain Amuſements and Diver- 
nons to Chriſtar.s, whoſe Converſation is in Heaven; who, 
hz ve taſted of ite gocd Werd of Life, witneſs'd of the,Powr- 
ers v, er. to ceme, ſhar'd, in Part, of the Joys of Hea- 
23 | Es ven, 


ven, by divine Communion and Fellowſhip with God: For, 
ks as the Apoſtle ſays truly, The Fellowſhip of all real Chriſ- 
on tians is with the Father, and with the Son, Chriſt Jeſus.; with 
it whom, having ſat in high and heavenly Places, they look 
n: down with holy Contempt on lower Enjoyments :* To pre- 
7 ſcribe, I ſay; to theſe earthlyPleaſures and Delights, nay, vain. 
5; and irrational Ones too, is, as the pious Boyle juitly: obſerves, . 


is, as unreaſonable as if one ould imagine am Eagle tould be dug. 

a- ⁊led with a Glow-worm, when, from his high Station, be had 

'S; been newly gazing at the dun. And indeed were the common 

2 Recreations both innocent and lawful, a true Chriſtian could 

ty not conceive any Delight.in them, or in any Thing that tend- 

70 ed to divert their Meditation, and carry them ſo far from God, 

2 whoſe Words and Preſence are become more to them than 

od their neceſſary Food; and even the Cares and. Concerns of 

70. this Life, which, on various Occaſions, mud neceſſarily o- 

7E cupy the Thoughts of Chriſtians, are irkſome and burthen- 

+ ſome to many; as they, in ſome Sort, deprive them of more 

d near and intimate Communion and Intercourſe with God: 

n, who, tho he is that High and Holy One, that inhabits Ete r- 

. nity, and dwells in Light, inacceſſib e by mortal Eyes; tho”. 

* Heaven is his Throne, and the Earth his Footſtoo]l, yet con- 

ly deſcends by his Holy Spirit to tabernacle with Men, and 

, ſtoop ſo low as to ſtand at the Door of our Hearts, and knock 

ds for an Entrance. Beſela, faith the Leri, I fland at- the Doc 

7 and knack, if any Man open to me, I avill come in and ſup with 

24 vim, and he fall ſup with we. Thus, when we are made 

be Partakers of this bleſſed and divine Communion and holy 

ol Supper, we are ready to cry out aſter this Manner, *Fis good. 

1 for us to be here; Lord! Evermore give us this Bread! I 

7 ſometimes thought the royal Pſalmiſt ſeem'd to be much in 

y the Caſe or State I have mention'd ; thirting after God, as. 

1, he himſelf expreſſes it, but often interrupted and carry'd away. 

g by the Avocations of his Kingdom, and Perplexities from 

3 his Enemies, at a greater Piſtance {rom God than vas ple - 
n ling to him, and which he ſeems to have in View, and lament, 1 
is when ſpreading his Cau je before the Almighty, he complains Þ# 
f of the Oppreſſion from Men of the World, ac, tays he, he AN 
+. their Portion in this Life, And, on another Occaſion, he de- 
2 ſeribes ſome of the ſame Diſpoſition, enquiring,, h vill” ff 
„ Sewn us any (temporal) Gand ,! Bit os fir me, If be jairs- 3 
* Je acith thy Likeng)s ; Isi Be thy Foe in R ie fiecnſneſsss ; * 
* | | | TS berdayg 
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Lord, 255 up the Li 205 of Io 1 ws me, then all I 

rejoice more, than when Corn, Wine and Oil, encreaſeth. And 

again, When I axvake (or am free from Interruption) J am 

fill avith thee, where I driud in thy Preſence of the Fountain o 

Life, and in thy Light I jee more Light; for blefjed is the Man 

rom theu choojeſt, and cauſeft to approach unto thee, that he 

nay dwell in thy Ciurts; for in thy Preſence is Fulngſs of Fay, 
and at thy Right-hand are Rivers of Pleaſures for evermore ! 

And he pronounces the Man bleſſed, euhoje Delight is in the 

Lato of the Lord, and who 3 therein Day and Night. 
duch Meditations of the Lord are ſweet unto his People, and 

makes them glad in the Prefence ; and the ſpiritual Inter- 
ccurſes, with which the Almighty in great Mercy and Con- 

n is pleaſed to 1 his Servants and Children, are 

indeed in ſome 0 Foretaſtes of Heaven : For tho” the 

Apxoflles tells us, Eye (the Eye of the natural Man, who is de. 

5 oed and enſlaved to ear thly Things) hath not ſeen, nor Ear 

Fear, reither hath it exter'd into the Heart (of ſuch Men as 
rang fa conceive the T hings which Go hath prepar'd for them 
t Ewe Lim; but Ged hath revealed them untò us by his Spirit: 

7 xr the Spirit fearcheth all Thi ings, ca, the deep Things of God : 
| Bae tie hatafal Mai ec wech uct the Things of the Spirit of 
Vas : fer they are Focki/#&neſs to hint; neither can he know them 

| While he remains in this natural and carnal State) ) becauſe they 
1 ee iritiaiiy d. ſccraed. | 

[| But to proceed; I have partly told you what Recreations 
| arc corſeer'd by us as unlawſul for Chr. ſtians to be exerciſed 
3 in; and ſhall now, in the Words of one of our Worthies, tell 
4 cu what we Jucge le awſul or convenient. Innocent Diwertiſe- 

| nente, ſeys he, awhich may ſuf.ciently ſerve fer Relaxation of 
eee Aliud, arc thee; Friends may wifit one another; hear cr read 
. 855 cr » ſpec & of the preſent er paſt J ran factions 3 follcww Gar- 
1 ee 7; 27 g; % er rical aud mathemetical Experiments, and ſuch. 
5 29 T7 7 77 this Nature; ; in all æubich we are not to ferget God. 

o this let me add the Concurrence of the Biſhop of Cambray, 
. ris Nules for educating Youth, who, ſpeaking of Recrea- 
tors proper for a Young Perſon, lays thus: There is no Need 

Aut Macbhiues cr Sights, tveatrical Pemps or Expences, to re- 
c ere a. Hu Hemau; fa . an iflirudive Reading; a Labour 
ich is Hy erfelf freely ner! alen ; 4 Mall, or a little innocent. 

G Terſaticu, Which re.axes the Mind after ard Lalour, and 
feces A purer J in ber, than of the moſt charming Muſich, 

| | 69% 
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Ie. fudied Di venſon. And further, we may conſider the Works 
nd and Order of Nature; | for the Heavens declare the Glory of 
n MM God, and the Firmament fheweth his Handy-work ; Day unto 
of I Day uttereth Speech, and Night unto Night ſheweth Knowledge ; 
an Thus the inviſiblel hings of God are diſcerned (by the Things that 
he ate viſible) even the Eternal Godbead. By ſuch Obſervations, 
y, ſays one of our Authors, The Creation would no longer be a 
» | WM Riddle to us; the Heawens, Earth and Waters, with their re- 
he i ſpective various, and numerous Inhabitants ; their Productions, 
7. Natures, Seaſons, Sympathies and Antipathies ; their Uſe and 
ad Benefit, would be better underſicod by us; and an eternal Wiſ- 
r- i dom, Poaber, Majeſiy and Goodneſs, very conſpicuous to us, thro) 
n- these ſenſible and paſſing Forms ; the World auearing the Mark 
re its Maker, whoſe Stamp is every where viſible, and the Cha- 
he raders legible to the Children of Wiſdom : This would direct Peo- 
ple in the Uſe of the World ; fir hew could Men have the Con- 
ar | /cience to abuſe it, while they ſee the great Creator flaring them 
as iz the Face, in all and every Part of it, And he adds; A. 
Man is conſider d as the Epitome of the World, wwe ſhould not be 
fe ignorant of our own Make and Frame; a Glaſs, in which we: 
{: WM /bould fee that true, inſtructing and agreeable Variety, which is to 
of Le objervedin Nature, to the Aduiration of that Wiſdom, and 
m Adoration of that Peer, that created and formed us. Theſe, 
ey and ſuch like Relaxations, from higher Attentions, do not ex- 
clude God; whereas it would be impious fo much as to ima- 
ns gine, that the Smiles of God's Countenance, or his holy Pre- 
d I ſence, can in the leaſt Degree be enjoy'd in the common Paſ- 
U times and Diverſions of the World; 'tis not expected nor 
e- pretended to by any of the Votaries to Pleaſure. On the 
„ contrary, how is the ſacred Name of the Almighty daily and 
: frequently prophaned, not only by profeſs'd Gameſters, but 
7 by Perſons of both Sexes, who play, as they ſay, for Diver- 
h. ſion, and who make no Scruple frequently to take God's ho- 
7 ly Name in vain, and uſe it wickedly and abſurdly to bleſs 


Y, cr curſe their, as they term it, good or bad Fortune! And 
1 indeed it has been often Subject of Amazement and Sorrow: 
2 to me, When I fo frequently meet with, and obſerve this Im- 


piety, even among Profeſſors of Chriſtianity of moſt Denomin- 
ations, who irreverently, and, without Fear, take God's ſa- 
ered Name into their Mouths in their ordinary and trivial Diſ- 
courſe, and vain Converſation ; not conſidering that this Prac- 
tice is an open and iganifeſt Violation of one of God's Laws 


5 


er Commands, in which he declares, He vill not hold them 
 guiltlefs that take his Name in vain (which Precept they fre- 
quently repeat in their Worſhip) And our Lord affures us, 
that for every idle Word that Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall giye 
an Account in the Day of Judgment ; how much more then 
for this daily Breach of One, not the leaſt of his Precepts } 
I would beg Leave to remind you, how careful and circum- 
ſpect Da vib was in his Words; 1, ſays he, wil/take heed to 
my Ways, that J fin not with my Tongue; 1 will keep my Mouth 
as-with a Bridle, &c. And the Apoſtle James tells us poſi- 
tively, That Perſon's Religion is v who bridleth not his 
Tongue: That we ſuffer no corrupt Communication to proceed oud 
of our Mexths ; but, on the contrary, ſuch as is good, to the 
Ve of edifying, that it may minifier Grace to the Hearers. One 
Mark of the Enemies of God 1s, that they prophane his 
Name. Thine Enemics, ſays the P/almiſt, take thy Name in 
ain, O Gad. In the Life and Character of RoBERN T Boyle, 
as an Honour to his Memory we are told, That he never 
mention'd the Name of the Almighty but with the greateſt 
Reverence, and always made a Pauſe at the {ame time: I 
wiſh the Example of ſo pious a Man may. be more regarded, 
and the evil Conſequence of the above impious Practice more 
conſider d. But to return: The Manner in which we think 
it allowable to ſpend our leiſure Hours, as has been obſerv'd, 
does not exclude God; but ever admits and ſuggeſts ſome 
ſuitahle ediſying, moral and pious Reflections, never forget- 
ing to have an Eye to God; and as we live in a Senſe of bis 
Fear and Preſence, ſhort Ejaculations, or Breathings, which 
come from, will often aſcend to, God. On the contrary; 
where is the leaſt Room for God, among thoſe People who 
are ridiculouſly term'd People of Fafiion, eſpecially in Grea:- 
Britain, where the Hours of People of this Name are ſpent 
in Folly, Impertinence. and Wickedneſs? As Home is bur- 
thenſome to Perſons of this Caſt, tis now faſhionable to go a- 
broad to Breakfaſt, and, like thoſe prophane Perſons the 
Apoſtle Pet rx deſcribes, They count it Pleaſure to riot in the 
Day-time ; ſome of theſe dance great Part of the Morning 
away, While others are entertain'd with Drollery, Mimick'ry 
and Buffoonery. When they are ſufficiently tir'd with this 
Levity and Wantonneſs, the next Appearance, of the Wo- 
men at leaſt, is at the Mercer's, Milliner's, or Toy-ihop, 
pending in Folly, Superfluity and Extravagance, while the 
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Huſbands of ſome of them are perplexing their Brains how to- 


ſupport his Wife's Vanity, which is now become his own, as 
he proudly conſiders it a Reproach to himſelf, that his Wife 
ſhould be leſs fine and faſhionable than his Neighbour's. The 
Toilet claims the Remainder of the Morning, *till call'd upon 
at perhaps three or four o'Clock, for Dinner; and then ſhe is 
ſo hurried and uneaſy, that ſhe can't ſtay longer at her Glaſs 
to admire her Fopperies, that ſhe has little to do but quarrel 
with her Dinner or Servants 'till the Hour of Viſiting or Di- 
verſions, which poſſibly may continue till three or four next 
Morning. By. the Account you have of one Day, you may 
eaſily conjecture how the whole Week is ſpent. The Bufineſs 
of this Week being over, let us now ſee how the firſt Day of 
the next is employ'd, ov. whether any thing of the Chriſtian 
appears in their Behaviour on this Day. Having no Buſineſs 
to do on this idle Day, as many make it, ſome indulge and 
ſleep longer than uſual on other Days, except thoſe who. uſe 
it as a Day of Exerciſe or Reereation, making Excurſions in- 
to the Country merely for Pleaſure. But let us attend thoſe 
who go to their reſpective Places of Worſhip regularly; theſe, - 
by the prepoſterous, fantaſtical and ſplendid Dreſſes, of both 
Male and Female, would induce a Stranger to think were 
Idolaters, repairing to ſome Heathen Temple, rather than 
the Worſhip of the true God, who. beholds their Splendor * 
and Pride with Contempt, and every One that is Proud will 
he abaſe ; for it is ſaid, The Lord of Hefts hath purpoſed to 
tain. tbe Fride of all earthly Glory. But next, let us obſerve 
them in their Worſhip ; and here again, we might imagine 
they were addreſſing ſome ſenſeleſs dumb Idol, rather than 
the great Searcher of Hearts: For if we may be allow'd to 
judge by the Evidence of our Senſes, when we ſee the Eyes 
of tue greateit Part of the Congregation wandering abroad, 

on the Faces or Preſſes of each other, we may certainly con- 

clude their Hearts are not at Home, or intent on their Wor- 

Hip : But how monſtrous and impious is the Behaviour of 

theſe People, pretending to be employ'd in the Service of the 

ſupreme Being, when we behold them bowing and paying 

5 Homage 


* Are God's Eyes cbarm'd thy Veflments to behold, 
Glaring in Gems, and bright with glitt'ring Geld? WAT TZ. 
Hon — — The Sacrifices be requires, 
Are Hearts which Lede and Zeal inſprres, 
And Vow: with fridteſt Care made good, 


10 : 

Homage to; each other, fometimes in the midſt of their Wor. 
"ſhip. This irreligious Conduct I have not only been an Eye 
Witneſs of, but in the Practice of it, when · I profeſſed with 
you ; on which Behaviour, as well as other Parts of Indevo- 
tion, I have ſince reflected with Horror; and found our Lord's 
Words, on ſeveral Occaſions, verified in myſelf; I had indeed 


been werſhipping I knew not what ; therefere in vain was all 


the Formalities and Ceremonies I bas performing outxvardly, when 
Treceived no inward or ſpiritual Benefit. A certain Clergy- 
man, now living, as far as I know, (in his Remarks on the 


Levity and irreverent Conduct of People in this falſe Devo- 


tion) wiſhes Their Prayers may not te found in the Catalogue of 
their Sins. And another adviſes them, when at their Prayers, 


to pauſe, and aſe themſebvues, if they really do fray? I have 


been greatly concern d, when I have thought that ſuch Pre. 
tences to Worſhip can be conſider'd no other (if I may be al- 
lowed the Expreſſion) than afironting the Almighty to his 
Face; and that he may take up the fame. Complaint as he 
did of old againſt the Fews, ſaying, This People draw nigh to 
ane avith their Tongues and their Lips, but their Hearts are far 
From me. And now the Worſhip is over, let us obſerve if we 


can hear any Remarks on the Sermon : No ſurely ; that was 


not the Buſineſs that principally concern'd them; but the 
Faſnions and Garbs of one another ingroſs the whole Obſerva- 
tion, as ſoon as they are diſmiſſed, and are commonly the Sub- 
ject of Converſation moſt Part of the remaining Day. 

But when we conſider the Practice and Preparation of the 


foregoing Week, the Horror and Amazement we muſt cer- 
tainly have been fl'd with, while we are reflecting, will ceaſe; 


and we ſhall conclude, with Regret, That better cannot be 
expected from People, while they remain in ſuch an inconſi- 
derate, irreligious, and unhappy Situation! The Impiety 
oa Life thus ſpent in this Circle of Madneſs, Folly and falie 
Devotion, is ſufficient, one would think, to provoke and draw 


down the Indignation of the Alnighty on the Heads of ſuch 


Tranſgreſſors, with whom he has long ſuffer'd, in order to 


bring them to Repentance. And I have been led to ad mire 


and adore the long Forbearance and Mercy of the Majeſty of 


Heaven, who is thus daily affronted and provoked by his 
Creatures ; Creatures too of his Pleaſure, whoſe Life, Breath 
and Being, depend on his Will; and who placed us here on 
Earth to ſerve him our Creator, by gloriſying him with our 
| Bodies, 


2 
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Bodies, Souls andSpirits, But las! infleadof giving the Honour 


due to his Name, ox acknowledging him in all our Ways, 


as we are exhorted, tis impoſſible that People, in this Courſe 
of Life that Thave deſcribed, can acknowledge God in any 
of their Ways; and that in the Room of having him in all 
their Thoughts, they take certain and ſure Meaſures to ex- 
clude him from all their Thoughts. And when J have ſome- 


times been refleging on the common Expreſſion made uſe of 


by many of theſe ſort of Chriſtians, when they would confirm 
ſomething they are going to aſſert for Truth, irreverently uſe 
theſe Words, £ I hope to be ſawed, J have been much affected ; 


for how People, who purſue theſe Steps, can rationally hope 


to arrive at Heaven, I cannot conceive. But ſuppoſing it 
poſſible to obtain it in their own carnal Way, how wou'd, or 
cou'd they reliſh the Pleaſure ſaid to be at God's Right-hand, 
or delight in his Preſence; when they have had no Acquaint- 
ance, Communion or Fellowſhip, with him on Earth? What 
would they think of ſpending an Eternity in his Service and 
Praiſe, when the very mention of Religion, and the Thing 

of God, are irkſome and troubleſome in Time? And it 1s 
now become unfaſhionable and mean, and the, Mark. of a 
puſillanimous Spirit, ſo much as to inſinuate any Care or Con- 
cern about their poor immortal Souls. But let not any de- 
ceive themſelves, and hope to obtain Heaven and Happineſs 
on eaſier Terms than the Almighty has propoſed: For if we 


Will credit the ſacred Writings, none but thoſe who have fin- 


cerely repented of their evil Ways, and turn'd' from them; 
who have lov'd, feard and ſerv'd God here below, and who 
have gain'd the Victory over their ſinful Luſts and Paſſions, 
ean be admitted into this glorious Manſion of Bliſs (nor none 
but thoſe who are properly qualified for a Part in the heavenly 
Choir, who can ſing the Song of the Redeem'd) where the 
happy Employment of the Righteous will be praiſing God, 
and giving Glory to his Name; as Joan (call'd the Divine) 
teſtifies ; I ab, ſays he, thoſe xvho had gotten the Victory, avith 
Harps in their Hands, finging the Song of Moſes, the Servant 
of the Lord, and the Song of the Lamb, ſaying, Great and 
marwellous are thy Works, Lord God Almighty ! juſt and true are 
thy Ways, thou King of Saints] Who ſhall not fear thee, O 
Lord ! and glorify thy Name ! And every Creature which is in 
Heawen praiſed God, ſaying, Bleſſing and Honour, Glory and 
Poxer, be unte him that fitteth on the Throne, and to the Lamb, 


for 


A 
And every Order of Angels continualh, 
crying, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hoſts! And thoſe who 
are redeem d, whoſe Robes are waſhed in the Blood of the 
Lamb, who are arrived at this holy Habitation, not thro 


Pomp and Luxury, but thro' "as Tribulation, ſtand before 
1 


for. ever aud ever 


* S * 


the Throne of God, and ſerve him Night and Day in his Tem- 
ple; and he that fitteth on the Throne ſhall dwell amongſt 
them,, and lead them to Fountains of living Water, and God 
ſhall wipe away all Tears from their Eyes. 
If chis be the happy Situation of the Bleſſed above, as we 
have no Reaſon to doubt bat it is, examine yourſelves, I beſeech 
you, and ſee how you are prepar'd and qualify d for ſuch a 
Blace and Condition; and remember tis the Living only, 
thoſe whom Chriſt hath redeemed from the Power of the Grave 
of Sin, and quicken d, by the Reſurrection of his Holy Spirit, 
toa Life of Holineſs, that can truly praiſe God; thofe who are 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sin, cannot celebrate his Praiſe, nor 
ſing the Song of the ranſomed Ones. Therefore you who are 
as aſleep in a carnal, eaſy and careleſs State, hear the Voice 
.of the Son of God, which ſpeaks in your Conſcience, ſaying, 
Awake, ariſe from the Dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee Life; 
ſtand in Awe, and Sin not; commune with your own Hearts, 
and be ſtill; retire there, and ſee how the Caſe ſtands between 
_ God and your own Sovls ; acquaint yourſelves with God, and 
be at Peace: For I teſtify to you this Day, that I have wit- 
neſs d his Peace and Favour to be better than Life; for which 
my Heart, as well as my Lips, have often return'd, to his 
great Name, high Praiſes and Thankſgivings! O that many 
may be made ſenſible of his Favour to their Souls! that they 


may fee, and fear, and turn unto the Lord, and truſt in his 


Name: You who are afar off from God, draw near, and 
behold his Goodneſs, and taſte it, and you who are near, with 
me, acknowledge his Might. Times of Ignorance God 
winked at; but now, in this Goſpel Day, he commands all 
Men, every where, to repent ; as Life and Immortality is 
brought to Light, through the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ; whoſe 
Goſpel you profeſs to rejoice in: But if thoſe, called Chriſtians 
(whom God hath known, above all the Families of the Earth) 
rebel againſt the Light, your Puniſhment will be the greater, 
according to the Proportion of Knowledge and Grace receiv'd: 
For that Servant who knows his Lord's Will, and prepares 
not himſelf, neither does according to his Will, all be beaten 
with many Stripes, Bring your Deeds therefore to the Light of, 
f 5 | Chrilt 
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Chriſt in your owh Confriences, and ſee if they are wrought in 
God : Remember why ſome formerly refuſed to bring their 
Deeds to this Light; it was becauſe it would manifeſt thatthey 
were Evil, and therefore reproved by it. And tho' the Proſ- 
pect may appear gloomy and unpleaſant to ſome, and you may 
be unwilling to break your falſe Peace, and diſturb a Reſt you 
have created to yourſelves, and find a ſtronger Propenſity to 
gratify than croſs your ſenſual Inclinations and Appetites ; tho? 
you may be averſe to an Undertaking which is likely to prove 
troubleſome ; a Taſk ſo diſguſtful and diſagreeable, as chang- 
ing your old Cuſtoms and Manners ; which, you are told by 
the Apoſtle, muſt be done: All who are in Chrift Teſus, muſt 
be new Creatures ; Old Things muſt paſs away, all Things muſt 
become new, and all of God, Theſe you may poſſibly think 
hard Sayings ; but remember, the Propenſities of Fleſh: and 
Blood cannot enter with you into the Kingdom of God; 
whoſe Love, when you are really in Poſſeſſion of it, will make 
hard Things, eaſy, and bitter Things, faveet, Many are diſcou- 
raged and afraid to enter upon a religious Courſe.of Life, as: 
it will, they imagine retrench their Liberties, and render their 
Lives unpleaſant, gloomy and melancholy : This, indeed, is 
one of the*Subtleties of Satan; one of his evil Reports of the 
good Landef Promiſe, which 'tis his Advantage to prevent your 
Entrance into. But don't believe him nor his evil Spies; he- 
was a Eiar from the Beginning, and remains ſo to this Day: 
Though the Path you muſt tread, is narrow, and will not ad- 
mit of many Things which Pride has introduced, and the Ty- 
rant, 3 maintains and ſupports (and which by the Way, 
you will have no Affection for) yet there is Room enough to 
enjoy the neceſſary Things af this Life, in Moderation: La- 
ment, you will indeed, becauſe you have been ſo long Sinners, 
and did not turn to, love and obey God, ſoqner ; and now will 
you mourn over him, whom you often pierced with your Sins: 
Grieve, perhaps, you may; but one.Reaſon will be, That 
the Vorl lies in N. ictedneſs : But I dare venture to aſſert, that 
no true and real Chriſtian, ever repented that he was ſo; for 
all ſuch experience, in Truth, that God's Service, is perfect 
Freedom; and that all His Ways, are Ways of Pleaſantneſt, and. 
all His Paths, Paths of Peace. But farther, you who may be un- 
willing to enter upon this new but neceſſary Work, this one 
Thing abſolutely needful, remember and conſider, that Chriſt | 
poſitively aſſures us, That except aMan be born again (of the. 
Spirit) be can in no wiſe enter the Kingdom of Heaven, 1 5 
| | . A 


4 


5. And that if ever you are ſaved, it muſt be according to 


God's own Preſcription, by the waſhing of Regeneration, and 
Renewing (Power) of the Holy Ghoſt ; by his ſanctifying Word 
and Operation ; which is able to do more abundantly for you, 
than you can aſk or think : Therefore, let me entreat you, not 
to forſake your own Mercies : God is waiting to be gracious 
to you; his Hand is full of Bleffings; accept, I be. 
ſeeeh you, of the Offers of his Grace, and anſwer to his Call, 
while the Day of your Viſitation laſts, leſt when you call, he 
ſhould not anſwer ; for he has declared, That His Spirit fal! 
ot always ſirive with Man, for that he alſo is Fleſh. Compiy 
then with the Almighty's Terms of Salvation, and do not 
vainly hope or imagine He will be brought down to yours: 
Don't think yourſelves ſafe, tho' many of you may be innocent 
from great Tranſgreſſions; remember, all and every Unrigh- 
teouſneſs is Sin : But many flatter themſelves, and believe, if 
they are not chargeable with groſs Immoralities, that little Sins 
will not be noted by the Almighty ; that Satan, the Wortd, 
and the Fieſh, are ſo powerful, that they cannot get the better 
of thoſe little Weakneſſes and Frailties ſo incident to human 


Nature; and. as they do not, on their Principles, expect to be. 


freed from them on this Side the Grave, they do not ſo much 
as deſire or attempt to obtain a Conqueſt over them; but de- 
pend on God's Mercy, hoping he will not be extreme to mark 
mall Offences ; and if they are exact in ſome moral Duties, 
they imagine the Almighty will compound for little Reſerves. 
That God is Eſſential Mercy, I grant; but don't forget, that 
he is alſo Sovereign Juſtice, and will not condemn the Inno- 
cent; neither will he ſten aſide from his Equity, to acquit the 
Guilty ; for as he Righteouſneſs of the Rightecus fall be upon 
him, fo ſhall the Wickeine/s of the Wicked be 
xviii. 20. Say ye tothe Righteous, it hall be well with him, for 
he ſhall eat the Fruit of his Doings : But woe unto the Wicked, it 
mp Le ill with him; for the Reward of his Hands ſhal!. be given 
in. | 
But farther, theſe trite Arguments and Excuſes, which are 
ſo generally made uſe of to defend evil Practices, appear as 
weak as the Frailties they plead for; and I think, if I may 
be allow'd the Expreſſion, People make the Almighty a very 
injurious Compliment, when they aſcribe greater Power and 
Strength to Satan, than to the Moſt High. But perhaps they 
may imagine the Almighty will diſpenſe with ſome of his At- 
oh es tributes, 


upon him, Ezek, 


. ey 
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tiibutes, ſince chey allow Him one in a more abſolute Degree 
And now give me Leave to tell you what the great Proteſtant 
Advocate, Chilling worth, ſays on this Subject, in a Sermon 
preached before King Charles the Firft (if I remember right) 
which take in his own Words and Senſe, Some aſcribe a Sort 


of Omnipotency to the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil; and 


that God neither does, nor will give ſufficient Strength to reſiſt 
them; which Opinion he labaurs to explode, and poſitively a 
*rms, that, by the Aſſiſtance of the Grace of God, it is in our 


Poaber to refit them ; and fhews the Neceſſity of ſo doing, from 


cohat awe are ſo frequently and plainly afjur'd of in the News 


Teftament, viz. That without actual and effeftual Mortificas 


tion, with actual and efjential Amendment of Life, Regenera- 
tion and Santification, no Hope, no Poſſibility of Salvation, 
Thus you ſee, ſays he, all the divine Writers of the New-Tefta. 
ment, <with one Conſent, and with one Mouth, proclaim the Ne. 
ceſſity of real Holineſs, and labour to diſenchant us from the vain 
Fancy, That Men may be ſaved by ſorrowing for their Sins, and 
intending to leave them, without effeflual Conwerſion and Re. 


ormation of Life: Which, it may be fear'd, has ſent Thouſands 


of Souls to Hell, in a golden Dream of Heaven : And therefore. 


he very juſtly apprizes his Audience, That it was not the 


© pleaſing themſelves, of being of ſuch a Sect or Profeſſion, - 


together with going to Church, ſaying or hearing of Pray- 
ers, receiving of Sacraments, hearing, repeating or preach- 
ing of Sermons ; with Zeal for Ceremonies, or Zeal a- 
* gainſt them; or, indeed, with any Thing elie, than con- 
* {tant Piety towards God, Juſtice and Charity to our Neigh- 


© bours ; 'Temperance, Chaſtity, and Sobriety, towards our- 
ſelves; we ſhall one Day find we have not mocked God, 


but ourſelves ; and ſhall have our Portion among Hypocrites ! 
We make the Church a Stage whereon to act our Part, 
* and play our Pageantry ; there we make a Profeſſion every 
Day of confeſſing our Sins, with humble, lowly, penitent 
and obedicnt Hearts ; and yet when we have talked after 


this Rate, twenty, thirty, or forty Years, our Hearts, for the 


moſtPart, continue as proud, as impenitent, and as diſobedient, 
as they were in the Beginning. We make great Proteſta- 


— 


tions 


* A certain Author, in ſome Remarks on the Confeffion and Litany 


in the Book of Common-Prayer, exclaims after this Manner; What! 


always learning, and never coming to the Knowledge of the Truth ? 
| _ Miicrable 
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tions when we meet and aſſemble together to render Thank 


© with Hoſannas, Hallelujahs, Gloria Patri's, Pſalms, Hymns. | 
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bee to difinherit him? 


. FJ 


to Almighty God, for the great Benefits received at hi 
Hands: And if this were to be performed with Words 


and ſuch like outward Matters; peradventure we ſhould 
* do it very ſufficiently : But, in the mean Time, in our Live 
* and Actions, we provoke the Almighty, and that to hi 
Face, with all Variety of grievous and bitter Provocations ; 
* we do thoſe Things which he has aſſur'd us to be odiou; 
* unto Him, and contrary to his Nature. And therefore helm n 
© laments to ſee, that the Power of Godlineſs, almoſt in all Goc 
© Places, was decryed and vaniſhed ; the Form and Profeſ. we 
ſion of it only. remaining; that the Spirit and Soul of Re. Ithin 
ligion was, for the moſt Part gone, and only the outward defi 
Carcaſs or Shadow of it left behind! His whole Diſcourſel Y 
was to preſs the abſolute Neceſſity of Converſion from Sin, I and 
and to ſhew that nothing ſhort of it would ſtand one in any Ma 
* Stead. That none were Chriſt's, but thoſe who have cru. 1a! 
© cified the Fleſh, with the Affections and Luſts: They thatunh 
© have not done ſo, let them be as ſorrowful as they pleaſe, don 


N W «a «6 


they, as yet, are none of Chriſt's : And he cries out, Lord! fron 


* whata Multitude of Chriſtians are there in the World, thatſtiel 
do not belong to Chriſt ! And then goes on; It is nota Ane 
* wiſhing, but a working Faith: Not a wiſhing you were a Chr 
new Creature; but a being a new Creature: Not a wiſning Pr 
you had kept, nor a ſorrowing you have not kept, nor pur- Nef! 
poſing vainly to keep; but the keeping his Commandments Ste. 
muſt prevail with Him, as it is not to the Willing, but to He: 
the Obedient the Promiſe is given. But is not this (ſays he and 
preaching Works, as the Papiſts do? No, certainly; but War 
it is to preach Works, as Chriſt and his Apoſtles do; it i ject 
to preach the Neceſſity of them, which no good Proteſtant, Ma 
no good Chriſtian, ever denied; but it is not to preach 4-9: 
the cer: 


Miſerable Sinners you find us, and miſerable you leave us!“ And, C 
the Caſe of Confeſſion, he thus ſtates the Matter; Suppoſe thou hadi 
a Son, and ſhouldft daily let him know what thou would have him do, 
and he ſhould Day by Day, Week by Week, and Year by Year, provokt 
thee to thy Face, and ſhould ſay, Father, I have not done what then 
commandedſt me to do ; but J have done quite the contrary 3 and 
{1 >vld continu? :0 provoke thee to thy Face, once, or oftner, ever) 
Week, wou'dſt thou not think him a rebellious Child, and that hi 
Application to thee was mere Mockery ? And would it not occaſiot 


_ > oak . 627 ) 3 3 Es, 
the Merit of them, which is the Error of the Papiſts. By 
this Anthor's Manner of Preaching Works, we may infer, 
hat he includes all Chriftian, as well as moral Virtues ; by 
faying, We muſt become new Creatures, and keep all 
God's Commandments *: And”Y would obſerve to ſome; 
ive whom I have elſewhere ſaid ſeem to confine Chriſtianity to 
his moral Duties, and, in ſome Sort, to exclude the Duties of 
ns; Ithe firſt Table, which we are as punctually to perform, as 
jouslchoſe of the Second; what will it avail us, tho' we be exact 
- helm moral Works, if the Motive of them do not come from 
\ al} God; for tho we do all imaginable Juſtice to Mankind, tho? 
for ve give all our Goods to the Poor, and ſuffer for what we 
Re. Ithink our Religion, yet the Apoſtle PA ur tells us we may be 
„ard deficient in the moſt. material Point, if we have not Cha- 
ure (rity ; or do not act from that which ought to be the Spring 
gin. ſand Motive of all our Actions, viz. Lowe zo Cod. The young 
any Man, who came to Chriſt, had, as he ſaid, kept the Com- 
cru. mands contain'd in the fecond Table, and yet we find him 
that ſunfit for eternal Life; he was negatively good; he had not 
aſe, done any Murder, nor committed Adultery ; he had not ſtole 
rd! from, nor defrauded his- Neighbour; he had refrain'd from 
that theſe Evils; but we do not find he had yet learn'd to do well: 
ot a And when Obedience to a poſitive and particular Injunction 
re a Chriſt, our Lord, was pleaſed to lay upon him (ſuppoſes) to 


line prove his Love and Obedience to God ; when it was required 


pur. of him to quit, or exchange, his earthly Poſfeſſions, tho with 
ents | great Advantage, no leſs than an Inheritance eternal in the 
t to Heavens, and take up a Croſs to his own Will and Defires, 
he and follow Chrift, in this Way of Self-denial; behold he Co- 
but  ward-like withdraws, and departs, we are told, ſad and de- 
it z jected, being grieved with the Saying : This unhappy young 
ant; Man's Refuſal of the Kingdom, or Eternal Life, on our 
each! Lord's Conditions, occaſioned him, with an apparent Con- 
thell cern, to ſay, How hardly frall they that have, or in his fel- 
lowing Words, that truj? in Riches, enter into the Kingdom of 


u, u G:d7 And, on another Occaſion, he further declares ; That 
ys whoſpever came to Him, and too not up bis Croſs, and denied 
n do, 


d and hated not Father and Mother, Wife, Chilures, Bre- 
hol ren and Siflers, yea, aud his c Lite (when bronght in 
=. 46 f . . A, 5 ö 2M F, * a | . 
an Competition of his Duty and Love to Gd) he cdi ot ve His 
even Dſcile; and conſequently, unworthy of eternal Life. 
t bull” I chall now give you the Senſe of Pr. WAIT v, as well as 
aſioi : | my 
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y own, with Reference to the Precept of Self-denial (52, 
kar hoes his Subject by paraphraſing on Marr. 5 220 
Luke viii, 14. Mark iv. 19. all which Remarks I ſhall pag 
over, and only obſerve what he ſays on Part of the {aid 19th 

Verſe, The luſting after other Things. ; hurtful Things, which 
cboal the Seed or Word of Life in us----The Luft of the Eye, he 
tells us, are our Deſires of gay Appartl, rich Furniture, and 
ſuch like, as by St. Joan are fliled, the Pride of Life: Deſire 
of popular Applauſe, or high Eſtimation in the World: Advance. 
ment to high Poſts, or great Places, above others: And, laſtly 
Our exceſſruve Love to our Relatives; as Parents, Miwes, Chil. 
dren, Friends, &c. For when thoſe Aﬀettions prove Tempta- Poci 
tions to Sin, as the Exceſs of them certainly does; they will then 
be ebſirufive of that Influence the Word of Life ſhould have up- 
on ue And St. Joan informs us, that all theſe are not of the 
Father; but of the World, Jonn ii. 15, 16. Aud that if we 
[ove or ſet our Hearts upon them, the Love of the Father is mt 
in us----T herefore Chriſt requires us to deny ourſelves in all theſe 
Things, to love them leſs, or hate them (comparatively) that 
eve may be his Diſciples. And next I ſhall endeayour to illuſ- 
trate, by one Inſtance, among the many I have experienced, 
how I underſtand the above Precept, by ſaying how 1 con- Itheſ. 
ducted myſelf in a Circumſtance wherein Self-denial appear'd of ( 
requiſite and neceſſary to be put in Practice by me: When I Ir « 
was conducted, by my great Leader, into the narrow Path of WHea 
Self-denial, I was ſenſible that I muſt Part with many hurtful Band 
and ſuperfluous Things, I had been accuſtomed to; the Way Wall 
was too narrow to admit of Pride in any Shape or Form; and BM 
as Superfiuity in Apparel, as well as many other Inſtances Ie « 
of Luxury, appear'd to me inconſiſtent with the Doctrines of We | 
Chriſtianity, and the more particular Inſtructions and Admo- Imar 
nitions of ſeveral of the Apoſtles, J laid afide ſeveral Things Nui! 
I thought inconſiſtent with the Profeſſion of a Chriſtian ; and Nowe 
diſ-uſed idle and unmeaning Compliments ; and further, be- lone 
ing convinced of the Principles of the People called :aker:, ihe | 
I joined to that Society. Thus I became ſingular, and con- But 
ſequently deſpicable to my Children, and ſome of iny Ac- Nabo 
quaintance and Friends; who not only proſeſs'd a Diſlike, fary 
but a Concern that I ſhould appear in fo contemptible a Man- Wpea: 
ner, and ſo very different from what I uſually had done. I mig 
Here T had a Croſs to bear. What was now to be done! INcha 
was certain I had acted with Sincerity, and done, accord- I at 

| : ing 
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ay” (a) | 
g to the beſt of my Underſtanding, what I apprehended the 


Puty of every common Chriſtian, vix. To part with all Su- 
FPerfluities of Naughtineſs, which were now beginning to be 
Surthenſome to me, as I gradually experienced, Old Things 
ſafing away, and new Deſires and Affections to take Place 
In my Heart. I frequented the Meetings of theſe People, 
I was convinced the Doctrines they taught, and their Mode 
If Worſhip, were free from Ceremonies and Superſtition, and 


oft agreeable to the Obſervations I had made in readin 
he ſacred Writings, &c. and what was moſt valuable and 
orthy Imitation, that the true and genuine Members of this 


ta- Pociety, walk conſiſtently and agreeably to the Rules and 


Maxims of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. However, to be deſpiſed” 


y my Acquaintance, Friends and Children, was a Trial 


ard to bear : But whoſoever he be of you, that taketh not 
p his Croſs, and hateth not (com ound ) Father, Mother, 
hildren, 8c. ſays our bleſſed Lord, is not worthy of me, and 
annot be my Diſciple. - | 3 
And, though, in this Inſtance, I endeavour to pleaſe God 
ather than Men, I'll venture to aſſert, that few have a more 


natural Tenderneſs, and affectionate Regard, in both, or all 


eſe Relations, than myſelf. And, indeed, when the Love 
pf God is received into our Hearts, tis ſo far from leſſening 
or contracting our lawful Affections, that it enlarges our 


Hearts, in a peculiar Manner, to our Relatives and Friends; 


and excites in us a loving and benevolent Diſpoſition towards 


all Mankind, whoſe N w we entirely wiſh : For if any 


Man ſay, I leve God, and hateth his Brother, he is a Liar; for 
be who laveth not his Brother, aubom he hath feen, how can 
he laue God, <vhom he hath not ſeen? And this Com- 


- Yinandment we, have from him, That he who loveth God, 


will love his Brother alfa ; and we love Gad, becauſe he firſt 
leved ts + Therefore, if God fo loved us, we ought” to love 


- None another, and do Good to all; but, more ꝙpecially, to 


the Houſhold of Faith; with whom we are made one in Chriſt; 
But further, among many Inſtances of Self-denial, as I have. 
above remark'd, I found Pride in Apparel, abſolutely neceſ- 


fary to be avoided ; and tho' Pride, in every Species and Ap- 


pearance, is abominable and odious in the Sight of the AE 
mighty, yet it ſeems particularly againſt this Branch of it, 
that the Prophet Ialab exclaims in his third Chapter: And, 
I am ſorry to obſerve, that the Charge of this odious,, as 


ing well as irrational Paſſion of the Mind, "equally affects the | 


C - - Male, 


LR. 3 
Male, as the Female Part of my Species. But what rende. 
it the mare nctable, is, that æue don't remark, in preceding Age, 
any Prohibition, in the Article of Apparel, ever ſo much as men 
F1oned; or any Caution given to Men, to avoid Superfluity, wk 
Gazety, of. this Kind; as if this Folly and Weakneſs, was in 
deed incident and peculiar to Women only. And we maya 
remark, from Hiſtory, that wiſe Men always neglected and 
deſpiſed Gaiety in their Clothes; and, whenever any Vanity 
of this Sort appeared, tho' in young Men, it was look'd up. 
on with Contempt, and derided by reafonable Men, whoſh,s i 
conſidered it æs a Mark or Indication of weak Intelle&s, 
But however that be, I ſhall take the Liberty of aſking my 
own Sex, who ſeem moſt concern'd in the Judgments pro. 
nounced by the Prophet againſt the Pride of Women, - their 
Opinion of the Chapter I have mentioned. After the Pro- 
phet had been enumerating the great Diſadvantages and Ca. 
lamities the Children or People of Mael had brought upon 
themſelves by their Sin and Diſobedience, fer which, he tell; 
them, the pK would aſſuredly enter into Judgment, by 
bringing theſe Calamities ſuddenly upon them; he adde, More. 
ever, the Lerd ſaith, becauſe the Daughters of Zion are haugh- 
ty, and roalk with firetched-ferth Necks, and <vanton Eye, 
walking, end mincing as they go, and making a tinkling with 
their Feet: Therefore, in that Day (the Day of his Judgments, 
faith the Lord, I will take axvay the Bravery of their tinkling 
Ornaments from about their Feet, and their Cauls, and their 
round Tires like the Moon, the Chains, and the Bracelets, and tht 
Muffiers, the Bonnets, and the Ornaments of the Legs, and tht 
Head. bande, and the Tablets, and the Ear-rings, the Rings, 
and No -jexwels, the changeable Suits of Apparel, and the Man- 0. 
les, and the Wimples, and the Criſping- pins, the Glaſſes, ani 
the fine. Linnea, the Hoods, and the Veils. And it ſhall come tij,} 
5, that inſtead of fweet Smells, there ſhall be a Stink ; inſteal 
F 4 Girdle, a Rent; inſtead of. well ſet Hair, Baldneſs ; in 
flead of a Stomacler, a girding with &. ack-cleth ; and Burning, 
inſtead of Beauty. And hence let us obſerve the Effects cl 
Pride, in Apparel too, which many think fo inſignificant; 
and ſome have been ſo abſurd as to ſay, that the Ornaments, 
ec. enumerated by the Prophet, were only unlawful to the 
Fexwi/> Women, who pofibly had borrow'd their Faſhion: 
from the Heathea, with whom they were fordid any Sort d 
Commercs ; neither were they to walk after the Cuftent 
To] DS SIMONE 03 thy 
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(51) 
and Manners of the Healben Nations. But we may awed 
heſe Things were not to be taken from them, becauſe they 
had borrow'd the Forms of them from the neighbouring Na- 
jons ; but becauſe the Daughters of Zion are proud and heugh- 
s in. V/, and wvalk with flretched-forth Necks, when they are adorn'd 
mayſhvith all the Bravery of theſe Ornaments ; therefore the Lord 
andi deprive them of the Things they made luplervient to 
niyMheir Pride and Vanity; the Sin of which is equally odious 
up and abhorrent to God, in us, the Deſcendants of the Gentz/es, 
whos it was in the Jews : Nor does the Prohibition of Sin, or 


ect. Ine Command or Precept of Holineſs, loſe one Whit of its 


myrorce and Energy, for being deliver'd two or three thouſand, 
pro: pr ſeventeen hundred Years ago. As the Almighty is un- 
beit hangeable in His eſfential Holineſs ; Vor vith Him is no Vari- 
Pro-Bbleneſs, or Shadow of J. Turning : Sin, that was Sin ſome Ages 
Ca. pack, muſt: abſolutely be fo at this Day. : 
pon But hear now what ſome of the Chriſtian Apoſtles enjoin, 
teloWwhen they were giving Directions to the Churches of Chrilt, 
by: Tim. ii. 9. and which Dr. WaiTBy thus notes: I lide 
ert. Nlanner alſo I will that Chriſtian Women adorn thenfekues in 
gh. modeſt Apparel, with Shamefaceducſs and Sobriety ; not ſetting 
Des ut themſelves <uith Eroider d Hair, er Gold, er Pearls, or ft - 
ith Array; but with that Ornament abich beſt becomes Il tmen 
projeſing Godlineſs ; that is, aui goed Works, And next the 
\poltle PETER, in his particular Inſtructions to Chriſtian. 
Vomen, he thus expreſſes himſelf ; Zoe adorning lel it net 
e that cutævard adorning of plaiting the Hair, and aucarn 
Yd, or putting on of Apparel ; but let it be evith the bidder 
ng Wan of the Heart, in that which is net corruftible, een the 
"ROrnament of a meek and quiet Spirit, which is in the Sight of 
and of great Price: For after this Mamer, in the ol Times, the 
we tb Women alſo, <vho truſted in God adorn'd themſeves. And 
he above cited Author, in his Comment on the Words of 
poth theſe Apoſtles, gives you his Senſe thus: 7 ſerms ewvi- 
WS Wont, that all Attire, which, by the Richneſs and. Cofilinels of 
ir ſhears any Pride or Vanity of Spirit, or any Ambition to ex- 
el others, is forbid ty the Apoſtle” s Words : All great Concrrn- 
ment, Care and Study, to appear in ſuch Attire, as if it xvere 
pur rruft Ornament, and that awhich made us excel, and be 
more honsurable than others: This Vanity and Pride, his cem 
of, and Con cern fer, theſe Things, being not well conſiſtent 5 
A wh and much * abith the Profeſſion of tre; Oodlineſs. 
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And here (continues he) *tis wvorthy to be noted by the Women, | 
that this Precept oupht not to be flighted by them, as of litthiþ 
Moment, ſeeing it is ſo carefully inculcated by the two chief 
Apoſttes of the Fexvs and Gentiles, St. PETER and St. Paul. 
And the contrary is repreſented as a Practice oppoſite to Godlineſs: 
And he ſubjoins; Let them eſpecially remark the Characber l ce 
here given of a Chriſtian Woman, viz. That fhe is one wh 
does not only profeſs and declare, that fhe ſerves and worſ/hijs 
God; but alſo doth ſhew forth Godlinefs in her Life and Conwer- ri 
Jation. Aud let the Men note hence, that if it be ſo unbecoming 
a Chriflian Woman to he thus concerned in adorning and 
tricking up her Body, it muſt be much more unbecoming al 
Chriftian Man to put on ſuch Attire, which makes him truh ri 
Aeferwe the Name of Fop. And next let us hear the Opinion 
of one of the Antients, viz. Clemens of Alexandria; he tells 
us, That Women, who abear Gold, and plait the Har, have 
not the Image of God in the inward Man; and that the apoſte- 
fical Conſtitutions forbid Women to avear exquiſite Garmenti 
ewhich avere fitted to deceive, or Gold Rings, &c. And Fan 
blicus, in the Life of Pythagoras, ſays, That no free Women 
<wore Gold, but lewd Women only. Hence you may obſerve, pe 
that the People call'd Zzakers, are not ſingular in the Con- 

ſtruction they put on, or Senſe they conſider the Apoſtle's 
Words in, in the Article of Apparel; and that our Particu- 
larity in this Matter does not proceed from Whim, Caprice 
or Fancy, or any Affectation of being ſingular ; but fron 
a Conviction in our own Underſtanding, that Superfluity and 
Luxury, which has its Riſe from Pride, is inconſiſtent, and 
contrary to the humble, lowly, unambitious Temper and 
Spirit of Chriſtianity. One Argument ſome have made uſe 
of to ſupport the Vanity of gay and coſtly Clothing, was this, 
'That the Pride was not in the Clothes, but in the Heart; 
an Aſſertion I have greatly proved true by my own Exper: 
ence. I could not imagine there could be any moral or in 
herent Evil in a Piece of gay Silk; for I know full well 
that Pride proceeds from a vain and ambitious Heart ; and 
that if it had not its Reſſdence and Seat there, it wou'd no 
appear in the Habit or Garb. But tho' ſome perhaps may 
allow me to be acquainted with, and therefore a judge ei 
my own Heart; yet, wou'd it not border upon Uncharitable 
neſs, to alledge that all Perſons who wear gay Clothing, | 
confequeraly proud and ambitious ? I anſwer ; Tho' it maſÞual 

not be {ate to judge in cyery Caſe according to the Sight 


3 A | 
dreſſed fo gay? She anſwer'd,. that ſhe might appear agree. Chr 
able to others. I aſk'd her why ſhe was fo much concern'g}jectc 
to pleaſe others with her fine Clothes. &c. She ſaid, it way mak 
Teſt ſhe ſhould be deſpiſed for the Meanneſs of her Appear. ſg] 
ance. I aſk'd her, whence proceeded that Fear? Here, II and 
think, ſhe was filent, being reduced to an Extremity, which on, 
proved the Source of her Vanity to be nothing leſs than 
Pride, in ſpight of all her boaſted Humility. I have ofte 
thought, our Fondneſs of Trifles, Pomp, Shew and Noiſe, 
may be attributed to Inconſideration; For did we reflect, ex. 
amine and compare Things, we ſhould certainly make ver 
different Deductions, Conclufions and Eſtimations, from what 
the Generality of Mankind are wont to do. And I am cer. 
tain, from our Ignorance of divine and heavenly Things, 
proceeds our Fondneſs and inordinate Deſires for ſenſual and 
earthly Pleaſures and Enjoyments. And indeed ſince I have 
thought at all, I mean to any good Purpoſe, I have beer 
amazed at my own Stupidity and Folly, when I have conf: 
ſider d and recollected how anxious I had formerly been itil 
J was in Poſſeſſion of this gay Silk, and the other fine Lace 
and J have bluſhed with an holy Shame, when I reflected 
how I had ſometimes doated on a Ribbon, or any other T 
or Bauble, that had but the Title of zexv-fafhrornd annex'd t 
it! One common Argument for Superfluity and Luxury offi 
all Kinds, is, that it encourages and ſupports Trade; and that 
the Bread and Subſiſtence of Thouſands depend on new Fa. 
ſhions : But thoſe who offer this Reaſon, do not conſider hoy 
many, on the contrary, are ruin'd and undone by contribu. 
ting to what is alledged the Support of Trade; this being { 
manifeſt, eſpecially in Great. Britain, that it needs no other 
Proof but the Evidence of our Eyes, if we will but lock 
round and conſider how many Families are reduced to Pover 
ty, Wretchedneſs and Miſery, from this very Source Pride, 
from whence ſprings Luxury, m all its hideous Form 
and Shapes. The Diforder, as a late Writer obſerves, 1 
become a/moft epidemical, as the inferior Claſs of People en. 
deavour all in their Power to appear as grand and faſhionabl 
as their Superiors. And when J have eonſider d, how uſu: 
it is for the lower Part of Mankind to be ſway'd by the Ex 
ample of the higher, I have thought it greatly behoved Pe * 
le of Rank and Condition to exkibit Patterns of Humility, 
emperance, Sobriety and Moderation, with every othet 
od __ Chriſta 
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ree. || Chriſtian Virtue, to their Infexiors But I have heard it ob- 


r jected, that coſtly and ſpendid Apparel, Sc. is neceſſary to 
wal make and ſupport a proper. Diſtinction between Perſons of 
ear. I high and low Degree. The Argument J have thought weak, 


e, I and unworthy to be offer d by a Chriſtian, as I am of Opini- 


hich on, every reaſonable Perſon will grant that Piety and Vurtue 
(not Gold and tinſel Ornaments) ought to diſtinguiſh and 
render truly honourable the higher Rank of People. Be- 
ſides, it is evident, that theſe. Diſtinctions are not kept up 
Jand maintain'd by coſtly Attire, &c. for we may daily ob- 
ſerve, that Perſons of the loweſt Rank, with reſpect to their 
Offices and Employments, are oftentimes very wealthy; and 
I cheſe adorn themſelves in as pompous a Manner, and have as 
grand Houſes, Furniture, Equipages, &c. as thoſe who are 
greatly ſuperior to them in other Reſpects. 


Luxury, and therefore unlawful to be uſed by Chriſtians; it 
has been queried how are all theſe Faſhion-mongers, who are 
ſupported by making and vending Things of this Nature, to 
be provided for, if they ſhould give up their Employments, 
which you 2wzaters ſay are contrary to Chriſtianity, and there- 
fore unlawful ? I would firit humbly propoſe to People to exa- 
mine themſelves, and fee if they are Chriſtians ; not nominal, 
but real Chriſtians ; ſuch as are led, ruled, guided and di- 
Jrected, by the Spirit of Chriſt; thoſe who are not, are none 
Jof his, whatever tney may pretend ta; for as many as are ledby 
che Spirit of God, they (and they oniy) are the Chiliren of God. 
buf Theſe will find, that it is not lawful for them to ſupport any 
Trade, or uſe any Employment, which is inconſiſtent, or 
flaſhes with the Doctrines and Rules they profeſs to be go- 
vern d by; ſuch are not often at a Leſs for ſome lawful 
Calling or Buſineſs, whereby they may obtain Food and Rai- 
ide ment, with which they are content; Religion has bounded 
their Defires, and they greatly experience, that the Happi- 
I neſs of a Chriſtian's Life does not conſiſt in the Abundance 
Jef this World's Goods. 1 have the Authority of a Clergy- 
man for what I am now going to mention, viz. That all 
i © thoſe who profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, ſhould, in all their 
Actions, conſequently in their Callings or Protefiions of 
Buſineſs, aſk themſelves this neceſſary Queition,” Can I 
lity do this Thing as a Chriſtian ? Or, is it conſiſtent with the 
Principles and Precepts of my Chriſtian Profeſſion? And if 
| 4 upon 


But allowing many Things the Title of Superfluity and 
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upon a ſerious and ſincere Examination, we find that the 
Calling or Employment on which our Bread depends, be in 
any wiſe to the Precepts of Chriſt, and the Example 
he left us to follow /; if it be either directiy or indirectly ſo, 
I believe we are culpable if we don't leave off. For Chrik 
tells us, if our Right-hand effend us, or cauſe us to act any 
Thing againſt his Laws, we muſt cut it ; we muſt quit 
whatſoever cauſes this Offence, how near, dear and uſeful 
ſoever it be to us, as tis better to enter into Life halt and 
maimed, than having two Hands to be caft into Hell-fire. I am 
not inſenſible, that what I have here offer'd will be thought 
hard Sayings by many; but for our Encouragement our bleſ. 
ſed Lord aſſures us, That any One who hath forſaken any ten- 
poral Advantage or Enjoyment, as Houſes, Lands, Father, Mao. 
ther, Wife or Children, Brethren or Siſters, for his Sake and 
the GoſpePs, ſhall receive an Hundred-fold in this World, and 
in that to come Life everlaſting. For Godlineſs hath the Pre. 
miſe of the Life that now is, andof that which is to come. We 
have not only an Hundred-fold of Peace in our Boſoms, ix. 
The Comforts of an upright Conſcience ( a greater Bleſſing 
than any we have parted with ) and ſpiritual Bread to eat, 
which the World knows not of; but our natural Bread i; 
made ſure, and Water fails not; for the Lord oftentimes cafts 
away the Subſtance of the Wicked, yet he rarely ſuffers the 
Souls of the Righteous to famiſh. Agreeable to this the roy- 
al Prophet ſpeaks, I have been young, and now am old, yet 
have I never ſeen the Righteous forſaken, nor his Seed begginy 
Bread. And again, he exhorts to © truſt in the Lord, and 
do Good, and thou ſhalt dwell in the Land, and verily 
thou ſhalt be fed.” And further, he calls to his People to 
fear the Lord, and believe in him; „Believe in him, and 
% he will help thee, and order thy Way aright ; fear and truſt 
in him, and your Reward ſhall not fail. He ſhall ſave 
them, becauſe they put theirTruſt in him; for look at the Ge- 
nerations of old, and ſee, Did ever any truſt in the Lord, and 
was confounded ? Or, did any abide in his Fear, and was 
forſaken? Or, whom did he ever deſpiſe that call'd upon his 
Name in Truth, Sincerity and Uprightneſs ? But ſuppoſing 
that Chriſtians, as a Trial of their Faith, may fometimes be 
reduced to great outward Diſtreſs, which may poſſibly be 
permitted to extend to want of Bread, c. yet /hall Famine, 
or Nakedneſs, or Perſecution, or Difireſs, &c, ſtparate us (Chriſ- 

| : Es tians) 
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5 the tians) from the Love of God ? No ſurely ; Theſe (comparatively) 


light Afiidtions, which aue ſuffer for a Moment, work for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, 2 Cor. w. 17. 
For though the ſpiritual Exerciſes, as well as temporal 'Trou- 
bles of the Righteous, may be many, yet the Lord delivereth 
out of them all. And then can we ſay upon the Banks. of 
Deliverance, © We will love the Lord our Salvation, he 
having been our Strength and our Shield, and done great 
Things for us ; therefore will we be thankful to his Name, 
and rejoice in his Power: For who among the Gods (or 
Idols many make to themſelves) is like unto our God ! Let 
us therefore aſcribe Strength and Power to God; for his Name 
is glorious in Holineſs; he is fearful in Praiſes, and a God 
that has indeed wrought Wonders for us.” Thus are we 
excited to love God, who firſt loved us, and has call'd us to 
Glory, which we have beheld, as of the Glory of the only 
begotten Son of God, full of Grace and Truth, of whom we 
have received Grace for Grace; and having thus ſeen his 
Glory, our Hearts are overcome with his Beauty, and we 
endeavour to return in our Meaſure Love for Love, and can 
now ſay in Truth and Sincerity, I hom have awe in Heaven but 
thee, and there is nothing that we defire on Earth in compariſon 
of thee ? Thou art indeed become the chief among ten thouſand 
to our Souls, Thus the truly Godly, love God above all earthly 
Conſiderations, and in the higheſt Degree. | 

be Love F God, ſays a pious Writer, is of fo noble a Na- 
ture, that the Mediocrity, which in other-Paſſions is an Excel- 
lence, is here an Imperfeftion. The Man, after God's own 
Heart, is not afraid to own to his Maker an Ardency of Love, 
which he expreſſes by the fignificant Metaphor of Thirſt, my Sou! 
is athirſt for God, ce. Other Paſſions, like other Rivers, are 
beft hked, when they flow within their wwonted Banks ; bat the 
Love of God, as of the River Nile, the Owerfloweng makes it 
the more welcome. The royal Prophet indeed diſcovers often 
a fervent Love to, and Deſire after, the Enjoyment of God's 
holy Preſence : So he no leſs eſteem'd his Precepts ; agree- 
able to what our bleſſed Lord ſaid in after Ages to his Diſ- 
ciples, F ye love me, keep my Commandments. 41 hate, ſays 
Davip, wain Thoughts, but thy Law do 1 love; for bow 


feweet are thy Words to my Taſte? Tea, fevceter than Honey to 


my Mouth. I love thy Commandments above Gold, yea, I efteems 
them above fine Gold. Thy Teſtimonies hade I taken for an 
VP! oe Heritage, 


(58) 8 
Eeritage, for they are the rejoicing of my Heart. Thy Teſtr 
wok out Deligtt, and 55 Counſellors. I delight to ds thy 
Mil, O my God! yea, thy Law is within my Heart, Pſalm 
exix. The Apoſtle Pa ui alſo delighted in the Law of God 
after the inner Man: And agreeably, the Righteous, in 
all Ages, decline not from the Commandments of his 
Lips, but efteem the Words of his Mouth more than neceſ- 
fary Food. | 
But let none imagine, that tho' it is our Duty to love God 
with all our Heart, Soul and Strength, above every Conh- 
deration, and with the greateſt Ardency, that this Injunction 
claſhes with, or hinders our exerting this Duty of Love in its 
full Force in every natural and ſocial Relation; as it is not 
the fame Species of Love with which we love God, as that 
we extend to our Neighbour, Children, &c. For as God is 
an infinitely perfect Being, and happy in his own Perfections, 
we cannot add to his Happineſs by wiſhing well to him; 
therefore we cannot love him with the Love of Benevolence or 
Beneficenee, with which vie love our Netghbour, &c. but 
with the Love of Deſire, deſiring to be with him, and to par- 
take of his Fulneſs, agreeable to what the royal Prophet 
peaks, One Thing hawe I defired, aud that I will ſeeb after, 
the] may cavel! in the Houſe (or Preſence) of the Lord for 
ever ; to behold the Beauty of the Lord, and to worſhip in his 
Temple 1 A religious Soul, ſays one, may obey the Command 
of leving God intirely, tho fhe allows her Afections other Ob- 
jes, provided they be kept in a due Subordination, and from en- 
tering into Competition with that Love which ought to be appro- 
preated to God. The Apofite PETER loved God above all 
eartuly Conſiderations, when he refuſed to obey the High 
Prieft, who charged him, with the other Apoſtles, that they 
fhould net teach in the Name of Chriſt : He anſwer'd, and 
21d, We ought to obey God rather than Men. Tho' in ſo do- 
ing they incurr'd the Diſpleaſure of Men, and were in Dan- 
ger of loſing not only their Liberty, but even their Lives; 
nevertheleſs, ſay they, abe cannot but ſpeak the 4 hings which 
abe pave ſeen and heard (and for which Purpoſe we have been 
immediately commiſſion'd by our great Maſter himſelf } vg. 
That by us Refertance and Remiſſien of Sins ſoculd be preach'd 
in his Nane among all Nations, beginning at Jeruſalem. And 
the Apoſtle Pa vl expreſſes the greateſt, as well as the moſt 
fervent Love to God, when he thus queries, % (or what 
, | Conſiderarion) 


abounds not only in Great-Br:tain, where 1 have ſo lately; 
and ſo frequently lamented this epidemical won notary 


à State of endleſs Woe- and Miſery ! From the Converſa: 


0539) | 
Conſideration) all ſeparate us from the Love of God in Chrift. 
Jeſus our Lord? Shall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, 
or Famine, or Peril, or Sword? No; in all theſe Things 
awe are more than Conquerors thro' Chrift, <who hath leve# 
us! Therefore I am perſuaded, that neither Life nor Death, 
nor Angels, nor Prencipalities, nor Poxwers, nor Things preſent, 
nor Things to come; 'nor Heights (of Proſperity) nor Depths (of 
Adverſity) nor any other Creature, ſball be able to ſeparate us 
(Chriſtians) from the Lewe of God. And indeed theſe inferior 
Intereſts bear no fort of Proportion to the ſuperior Advantage of 
ſupreme and heavenly Enjoyments ; they being of ſo precicus & Na- 
ture, enough to engage us to court Heaven, at the Rate of re- 
nouncing fer them all thoſe unmanly Senſualities, and trifiing Va- 
nities, for which inconfiderate Mortals are avout to forfeit the 
Intereſt their Saviour ſo dearly purchaſed” for-them. And as F 
have elſewhere ſaid, we- may attribute all the fordid Viees 
and growing Follies, which the Generality of People indulge 
themſelves in, to Inconſideration, as we don't enough exa- 
mine and compare the fading Enjoyments of this Lite, with 
the permanent Bleſſings of an happy Eternity; if we did, 
we ſhould ſoon diſcover the great Diſproportion, and willingly 
part with all Anful and tranſitory Pleaſures. And when I have 
been reflecting that Vice and Luxury, in every Branch of it, 
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People, who nevertheleſs aſſume the Title of Chriſtians, a 

Diſciples of Chrift, without rememb'ring, that all who take 
that ſacred Name upon them, muſt depart from all Iniquity. 
(Chriſt came to redeem us from all Sin, and to-purify to him 
ſelf a peculiar People, xealous o goed Works: )- Iſay, when 
I have obſerved that Vice, Softneſs, Effeminacy and Euxury, 
of moſt Kinds, has every where fown its noxious Seeds, 
which flouriſh in moſt Climes or Countries, my Soul ſhrinks. 
at the Thought of the Poſſibility, not to ſay Probability and 
Danger (without timely Repentance and Amendment” of 
Life) of careleſs, negligent and voluptnous Sinners, being 
precipitated from a Life of Eaſe, Security and Diverſion, to 


tion of wanton and gay Companions,” to aſſociate with wick-. 
ed and unhappy Spirits; whoſe* melancholy- BemSsaninys,. 
and bitter Cries and Complaints, will be far different from 
the melodious-Strains'of Muſtek the Ears of the Valuptuons 

| | © "> Rane 


have been accuſtomed to : Therefore it greatly behoves Sin- 


ners to make a ſuitable Preparation for the trying Time of 


Death, leaft it ſurprize them at unawares ; and the unhappy 
and dreadful Seaſon approach, wherein it will be ſaid to him 
that is filthy, Be filthy till. Thus will Fearfulneſs ſeize the 
 Hypocrite, and Sinners will be aſham'd of the Idols they once 
delighted in, and then will they caſt the whole Train of them 
to the Moles, and the Batts. | 
But after all that can be ſaid a 


your Hearts, till you fi a ftronger than he to enter, and 
turn him out, and ſpoil his G Thoſe Sins which do 
lett or hinder your coming to God, will lett, till you permit 
them to be removed. 2 wild Olive-tree of Vice and 
Folly will grow and flouriſh, till you find it your Intereſt, and 
a Neceſſity of being ingrafted into the true Vine and Nature 
of Chriſt, and ſuffer him to lay the Axe of his Power to the 
Root of the old and corrupt Tree, and then will every Branch 
of Pride and Wickedneſs fall of courſe. Therefore, as One 


who has obtained Mercy, in having a Sight afforded me, to 


ſee the Things that make for my everlaſting Felicity, I wou'd 
recommend to you to conſider of theſe Things. It was the 
Freut Loſs and Diſadvantage, as well as Folly of the Chil- 
Aren of {-ae/, that they neglected the great Law of Conſi- 
deration, which occaſion d the Almighty thus to lament ; 
O that my People were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that they 
avowed confider their latter End] But further, as I have above 
occakonally mention d Mufick, which before I had only 
conſtder'd promiſcuouſly, as an Attendant at Balls, Sc. 1 
ſhall now obſerve, that it was a Science I formerly greatly 
dehghted in, and ſpent much Time, both in the „ a8 
well as in the practical Part: But when Religion began to 
take place in m Heart, I found Mufick flood in my Way, 
and 1 conſider d it only as an Amuſement, which detain'd me 


from more ſolid and uſeful Thoughts and Reflections: In 


The Study and 
17 Know - 


gainſt Pride or Vice, of what 
Nature ſoever, the ſtrong Man arm'd will keep Poſſeſſion of 


7 


Knowledge of my dwn Heart, which I have found worth 
all I knew of the other ſeven. But further, on the 
ſacred Writings, I do not remember to have read of one Chriſ- 
tian Muſician in all the New-Teſtament : And in reading the 
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of the Children of ed and enumerating the 
= Inftances of their Luxury, he mentions Muſick as a 
Mark of Levity and Wantonneſs ; They chant ſays he, to the 


Sound of the Viol, and invent to ebemſebues Infiruments of Mu- 


y_— 1 


JozEPH. And the Prophet! „ denounces a Woe a 
them ; adding, the Harp, and the Viol, the Tabret, and Pipe, 
and Wine, are in their Feaſts ; but they regard not the Work 
of the Lord, neither do they confider the Operations of his 
Hands; not being moved with the Calamities of the ſuf- 
fering Part of Mankind, ſo long as they can enjoy Eaſe and 
Fenty: - 

And now hear what the Biſhop of CampBrar ſays on the 
Subject of Muſick. As for Mufich, it is well known, that the 
Ancients believed nothing more pernicious to a well regulated State, 
than ta ſuffer an effeminate Melody to be introduced into it : It 
enervates Men, and renders — Souls ſoft and voluptuous < 
Languiſhing Strains are only pleaſant, becauſe the Soul gives tt- 
elf n up 1 Charms of the Senſes ; and this, adds he, was one 
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ſeverely rejes all the ſoft Airs of the Aſiatick Muſick; and, 
with wth greater Reaſon, Chriſtians, who never ought to ſeek 
Pleaſure for "Pleaſure s Sake, ought ſurely to have an I for 4 
thoſe poiſon'd Allurements. 

I have been the larger in my Objections on Diverſions 
and Recreations, which, by moit People, are conſider'd as 
innocent Amuſements ; as they ſeem to be moſt hurtful and 
dangerous. Many Inconveniences, as well as unlawful 
Things, creep into the Hearts and Conduct of People, un- 

I der the ſpecious Title of, Harmle/s Pleaſures, Pool, in kis 

Annotations on the Bible, tells us, when diicourfing on the 

Lawfulneſs of earthly Enjoyments, Tis to be feared more 

Souls mifs of Heaven and Happineſs, by indulging and 
* allowing themſelves in Things deem'd lawful, than 

« committing groſs and enormous Evils ; theſe, many ſhrin 
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os it a that the Prophet Amos, deſcribing the | 


fick like DRV; but they are not grieved for the Affiiftion of 


of their moſt important Policies. Pl Aro, in the like Manner, 
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at with Horror; but thoſe Things conſider'd lawful, which 
hy! ſometimes becomes circumſtantially unlawful, and 2 
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ﬆ* ſures term'd innocent, are uſed and embraced without Fear 
«or Caution; and with all their Train of miſchievous Con- 
« ſequences.” For this Reaſon I have alſo dwelt the lon- 
ger on Pride in Apparel; yet i am not inſenſible that it ap- 
pears in many other Forms beſides that, or what I am going 
to mention, viz. That all true Chriſtians conſider it as an 
Evil, when it diſcovers itſelf in Houſes, Equipages, Furni- 
ture, or our Tables: As one who is endued with the Chrif. 
tian Virtue of Humility, diſcovers it in every Action, or 
Thing, that he has the ordering and conducting of: Always 
keeping in Memory the Aſſertion of the Apoſtle Paul, He 
that ſtrives for the Maſtery, or runs ſo as to obtain, is temperate 
in all Things. And as he is temperate in the Uſe and En- 
joyment of the Things of this Life, fo is a true Chriſtian mo- 
derate in his Deſires and Purſuits after worldly .Riches and 
Profits; he makes not Haſte to be rich; his greateſt Con- 
cern and principal Care, agreeable to our Lord's Direction 
and Advice, is, Firſt to ſeek the Kingdom of God, and his Righte- 
ouſneſs ; to lay up a good Foundation. againſt the Time to 
come; a permanent Inheritance, which" fadeth not away: 
And as Heaven is the End of his Hope and Deſires, he is 
careful to lay up Treaſure there; uſing the periſhing Enjoy- 
ments of the Things of this Life, with as little Concern, and 
as much Indifference, as if he uſed them not, for this great 
and good: Reaion, © Becauſe the Fathion of them paſſeth 
away!“ On the contrary, how do we obſerve the ſordid 
MWorldling. purſuing with Eagerneſs, Sollicitude and Warmth, 
the periſning Riches of this Life? And, in direct Oppoſition 
to our Lord's Precept, they ſeek firſt, and principally, the 
Things of this World, which he exhorts us not to be greatiy 
anxious or thoughtful about; but to ſuch as ſeek firſt his 
Kingdom, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, he aſſures us, all theſ- 
Things (that are needful for our Support) fall be added. Ne- 
vertheleſs, when we come to reaſon with People of this Cha- 
racter, who ſo ready to confeſs, and aſſent to the following 
Truths ? © That as we are in this uncertain and paſſing Si- 
tuation, tis great Folly and Stupidity to be over anxious or 
unmoderate- in our Purſuits after Wealth, or to be ſo very 
_ eireſul as ſome are, in making large Froviſion for theſe mor- 
tal Bodies; laying up Goods for many Years ; whereas we 
have no continuing City here; that *tis appointed to all Men 
onde to die, and We know not how ſoon we ſhall be ſum, 
* | | | mond 
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mon'd to Judgment, to render an Account of che Deeds done 
in thoſe frail Bodies, Vet what has been Matter of Aſoniſh- 
ment to me, is, that this very Body, which People profeſs 
in Words to make ſo little Account of, when they reſſect on 
the Shortneſs of its Continuance here in this Life, engroſſes 
the whole Care: What we ſhall eat, what we ſhall drink, 
and wherewith ſhall we be cloathed,” 4 * to be the chief 
Concern of the Gencrality of Mankin ? Not that I think 
the Body ſhould be excluded from a neceſſary and proper Pro- 
port: on of our Care and Diligence; as it would be abſurd 
and irrational to ſuppoſe our Bodies can ſubſiſt without ſuit- 
able Care and Proviſion : On the contrary, it is every Man's 
indiſpenſible Duty, to provide a Subſiſtence for himſelf and 


his Houthold ; ſuch who do not, are conſider'd by the Apoſ- - 


tie worſe than tnfidels ; having, by this Neglect, dented their 
Faith in Chriſt ; But then let it be a rational, moderate and 
Chriſtian Care; let the Things appertaining to this Life, have 
their juſt and proper Place in our Afﬀections ; and not re- 
bellioufly and unnaturally uſurp an Authority Almighty Wiſ- 
dom thought fit to inveſt his Creature Man with, at the Time 
when he preſented him with the Creation, and put it under 
his Subjection, ſaying, Have theu Dominion over every living 
Thing, &c. and ſubdue the Earth. Here was all ſublunary 
and earthly Objects placed under our Feet; that the 
Creatures were, by the Wiſdom and Order of God, placed 
in, Subordination and Subjection to us; to be our Servants, 

not our Lords (that our Reaſon ſhould rule them, not they 
govern our Reaſon) which they immediately become, when 
we make an unlawful and improper Uſe of them; and 
which we certainly do, when we employ them to fulfil the 
ſinful Luſts and V anities of the Fleſh. And further, is it not 


Matter of Wonder and Amazement, Compaſſion and La- 


mentation, to obferve ſo little Proviſion made for, or Concern 
employ'd-about the immortal Soul, which muſt abſolutely 
and certainly have an eternal Exiſtence, either in Bliſs or Mi- 
ſery? And tho' many who pretend to Religion and Virtue, 
acknowledge that our Felicity conſiſts in rightly knowing, 
truly loving, and reverently ſerving, the ſupreme Being: 

And that Obedience, Submiſſion and Reſignation to his divine 
Will and holy Commands, is the higheſt Point of Wiſdom, 
and indiſpenſable Duty of all rational Minds; yet how ſmall 
the - Proportion of thoſe ha act "agreeable. to this Confeſſion, 
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to choſe, by far the greater Number, who inconſiderately 
and blindly follow the dark Imaginations of their own Wills 
and Affections? This Confideration is indeed Subject of 
Mourning to thoſe whoſe Eyes and Underſtandings the Al. 
mighty has mercifully opened by the Hand of his divine 
Power, and aſſiſted by the Light of his Grace, to ſee their 
own Miſtakes ; and has graciouſly afforded his holy Aid and 
Inſtruction, by which they were enabled to rectify them. 
Theſe, ſeeing the manifold Dangers all who are in a State 
of Sin and Forgetfulneſs of God are obnoxious to, are con- 
cern'd to diſcover and point out the dangerous Rocks ' ſuch 
muſt inevitably fall on, 1f they continue to purſue the perilous 
Courſe of Sin.and Folly ; and to mark out, as far as they are 
enabled, the Way and Means by which they may eſcape 
the Pollution of, and Puniſhment due to Sin; and obtain 
Acceptance with the Almighty, vg. Repentance towards 
God, Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and, by the Afliſtance of his ho- 
ly Spirit, a conſtant and conſiſtent Walking in the Paths of 


* Virtue and Holineſs :* For we are not ſo ignorant as not to 


know, that his Will concerning us, is our Sanctification: And 
that we may not be led aftray, nor be deceived by the grand 
Adverſary of our Souls Happineſs, our merciful and benign 
Creator, knowing our Weakneſs and Inability to perform any 
good Action, or to reſiſt the leaſt Temptation, by any Strength 
or Power of our own, without the Inſtruction, Aid and Aſſiſt- 
ance of his Almighty Arm, has provided us a Leader and 
Conductor, who is mighty to ſave, and able to deliver to the 
Uttermoſt, all who come to him with full Faith in his Power. 
We muſt, as the blind Man did (who came to Chriſt to have 
His Eyes open d) believe that he is able to do the ſame great 
Work for us in a ſpiritual Senſe, which he perform'd for him in a 
natural; and alſo ſay, with the Leper, Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
canſt make me clean; and as Chriks Office was alſo to open 
the Priſon Doors, and to let the Captives go free; All you 
who may be in cruel Bondage, held in Captivity by Sin and 
Satan, as it were, by Chains of groſs Darkneſs, if you are 
but willing to be releaſed from this Slavery, apply to Chriſt, 
who is able to bind the ſtrong Man armed, to ſpoil his 
Goods, and to expel him out of your Hearts: Are yon will- 
ing to be free? Chrift our Lord proclaims a Year of Fubilee, 
wherein he is ready and willing to ſet you free on eaſy Terms, 

viz, Love and Obedience ta his Will, whoſe _ : 
perfect 


ect Freedom; for if Chriſt make you free, then ſhall you 

e free indeed; when the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt 
Jeſus hath made you free from the Law of Sin and Death, 
and brought you into the glorious Liberty of the Sons of 


God ; "om Priviledge indeed! Behold the ſtupendous 


Love of the Father, and the Dignity he 3 tc thoſe 
«. that are led by his Spirit, that they ſhall be called the Sons 
« of God! —— if Sons, then Heirs, joint Heirs with Chriſt, 
« Rom. viii. 14, 17.” of the Kingdom he hath promiſed 
to them that love and obey him. And permit me to aſſure 
you, from my own happy Experience ; (which I would al- 
ways mention with Humility and Reverence, never, I hope, 
forgetting, that what I am, I am by the Grace of God) That 
„ whoſoever looketh into this perfect Law of Liberty, and 
te continueth therein, this Man ſhall be bleſſed in his Deed, 
«< 1a. i. 25.” For the Effect of Obedience to the royal 
Law of God, is Quietneſs and Affurance for ever; which 
will afford us a well-grounded Hope of Acceptance with the 
Almighty, agreeable to the Apoftle ; < Beloved, if our 
Hearts condemn us not, then have we Confidence towards 


« God, 1 John iti. 21.” And the Reaſon he aſſigns is, Be- 


“ cauſe we keep his Commandments ; and this is his Com- 
«« mandment, That we ſhould believe on the Name or 
« Power of his Son Chriſt Jeſus, Ver. 23.” And you know 
that he was manifeſted to take away our Sins. But if any 


one aſk, How ſhall I apply to Chriſt, or where ſhall I go to 


meet with Him; fince ſome ſay, lo! here is Chriſt ; and o- 
thers, lo! he is there? Hear now where the Apoſtle Paxf 
directs all ſuch Enquirers ; . Say not in thine Heart, who 


6 ſhall aſcend into Heaven? that is, to bring Chriſt down 


* from above: Or who ſhall deſcend into the Deep? that 


« js, to bring Chriſt again from the Dead (for the Righte- 


“ onſneſs, which is of Faith, ſpeaketh on this wiſe) The 
4 Word is nigh thee, even in thy Mouth, and in thine Heart, 
„ that is the Word of Faith which we preach, Rom. x. 6. 
647. 8.” And this is the Law and new Covenant the 
Prophet Jeremiah foretold God would make with his People, 
which in theſe latter Days, or Goſpel Diſpenſation, our 
great Legiſlator puts into the Hearts of Mankind, and writes 
in the moſt ſecret Receſſes of our Conſciences; inſtructing 
us more immediately in our Duty, and ſaying to the Un- 
righteous and Diſobedient, “ This is the Way, not that wh yok 
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ee thou art walking in, of Sin and Folly ; but this is the 
„ Way, the Way of Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, and Obed;- 
« ence to all God's Commands; for the Commandment is 
a Lamp, and the Law is Light; and the Reproofs of In- 
« ſtruction is the Way to Life, Prov. vi. 23.” In this 
Way and Light the Righteous are careful to walk ; © the 
„Law of his God being in his Heart (if ſtrictly adhered to) 
none of his Steps ſhall ſide, P/a/m xxxvu. 31.” To the 
Truth and Extention of this Light, or Grace of Chriſt's Holy 
Spirit, in our Hearts, this more ſure Word of Prophecy, the 
Apoſtle Paul bears ample Teſtimony, as I have elſewhere 
noted, in theſe Words; © The Grace of God, that brings 
Salvation, hath appeared to all Men, teaching us that deny- 
ing Ungodlineſs, and World's Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
Tigateouily, and godly, in this preſent World, Titus ii. II. 
12. With this Teſtimony of the Light the Liturgy of the 
Church of England concurs. * God, who at this Time did 
teach the Hears of thy faithful People, by ſending to them the 
Light of that Holy Spirit; grant us, by the ſame Spirit, to have 
a right Judgment in all Things; and ewermore to rejoice in his 
holy Comfort, And in the Litany ; f May it pleaſe thee to en- 
due us with the Grace of thy Holy Spirit: Let us beſeech God to 
grent us true Repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that thoſe T hings 
may pleaſe him that ave do at preſent, and that the reſt of our 
Lives hereafter may be pure and holy. Foraſmuch, O God, 
as without thee abe are nct able to pleaſe thee, grant that thy Holy 
Spirit, may in all Things, rule cur Hearts; and becaiiſe of 
the Weakaeſs of cur mortal Nature, we can do no, good 
Thiag without thee, grant us the Help of thy Grace, that, in 
755 9 40 Commandments, we may pleaſe thee, both in Will and 
in Deed. | 
Therefore as the $ Diſcourſes and Prayers of others abound 
with Teſtimonies to the Neceſſity of Chriſtians being led and 
guided, and influenced by the Spirit or Grace of God ; which 
we ſometimes expreſs by the Scripture and ſignificant Meta- 
er of Light. Why ſhould this Doctrine, or theſe Terms, 
e conſidered and ridiculed as Abſurdities in our Words or 
Writings; ſince we underſtand and uſe them in the ſame 
Senſe and Acceptation, and pray for the Illumination 2 
7 1 
* Col, Whit, Sun, Abſolution, 10 d. Trin. 
| $ Archbiſhop Tillotſon's al, 3 me 
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Aid of the Holy Spirit, for the ſame; good Purpoſe, wiz. To 
give us a right Fudgment in all Things. And we know that 
the Son of God is come, and hath given us an Underſtanding. 
We know that he is come by the Gift of his holy Spirit ſent 
into our Hearts; which ſhews us all that we do, and ever 
have done.—This is he, of a Truth, whom the Prophets and 
« primitive Chriſtians bore Teſtimony to; By his Heart- 
« ſearching Power, we know him; nor can we miſtake him for 
another: And as he thus knows the Secrets of all Hearts, 


and will judge them with righteous Judgement, in the Day 


God has appointed for it; the only Way for us to be happy 


here, as well as hereafter, is to obey the Dictates of this 


moſt holy Gift; and refrain from every Thing it reproves 
for; And we, as wel as thoſe in the Apoſtles Time, ſhall 
« feel the Peace of God to fill our Hearts and Minds. This 
holy Gift therefore is the Power of Godlineſs, which the 
© Apoſtle foreſaw ſome would deny, tho' they retain'd the Form 
« of it: "To deny therefore this Influence, is to deny one of 
« the eſſential Benefits of Chriſt's Neath and Mediation; for 
he leading Captivity Captive, that is, the Power of Hell, 
C Death and the Grave, aſcended up on high, and mediated 
and obtained theſe divine Gifts for en; and as the Grave 
could not hold Captive the Body of this holy One; ſo.nei-- 
ther can the Heaven of Heavens contain or limit his ſpiritu- 
al Influence; by which his Miniſters and Servants receive 
Power, Knowledge and Wiſdom. Men may with as good a 
Grace, go about to deny the Influence of the Sun by its Light 
and Heat, as that of God upon Man. But poor, proud, 
finite Man, becauſe he cannot comprehend the Mode and 
Manner of it, would as preſumptuouſly as injuriouſſy (to 
« himſelf) deny it. Whereas he can't ſo much as underſtand 
« or comprehend the Manner of the natural Sun's emitting its 
* Rays of Light and Heat, tho' he daily ſees and feels the Ne- 
« ceſlity and Benefit of them: How much more ſtupendiouſty: 
« Sublime, and incomprehenſible is the Diffuſion of the Holy 
« Spirze! *tis ſufficient for us finite Creatures, to feel the Effects 
« ofit, as we do of the Sun, without comprehending. the 


the Manner of its Emanation. As the powerful Operation 
and Motions of God's Spirit, quickening the Heart towards 
God, are compared to the blowing of the Wind; for as it is 


by the Wind, Man perceives the Effect of it, that there is 


© {ſuch a Thing, and that it does blow; yet his Power cannot 


« reſtraint 
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* reſtrain. it; neither can his Reaſon reach to know, whence 
© it riſes, or how far it comes, or how far it reaches. How- 
© ever, it is fitto be obſerved, that God does not act by a co- 
© ercive or compulſive Power; but as he hath given Men ſpi- 
© ritual Gifts, ſo he has given them ſpiritual Faculties to uſe 
them, as well as natural Ones: But if Men will not hear, 
* the Conſequence as naturally follows, as in any other Caſe, 
God remaining invariably the ſame, and without the leaſt 
© Shadow of turning, I ſhall now produce another Teſti- 
mony to the Truth of the Operation of God's Spirit in Man, 
which the Archbiſhop of Cambray gives us in the following 
Words; By Scripture tis certain that the Spirit of God 
© dwells in us; that it acts there, that it prays there conti- 
« nally, that it groans there, deſires there; that it aſketh 
© for us, what we know not how to aſk for ourſelves ; that 


© all Truth to us, and unites us fo to itſelf, that we become 
© one Spirit with God : This is what Scripture teacheth ; this 
c is what the Doctors who are fartheſt off of inward Life, 
© cannot but acknowledge : And yet, notwithſtanding their 
© Principles, we always ſee by their Practice, that they ſup- 
< poſe the outward wrigen Law, or, at moſt, a Light drawn 
of Scripture and Reaſon, to be what enlightens us in- 
* wardly ; and that it is not our Reaſon —. which acts 
of itfelf by that Inſtruction. Theſe Men ſet not enough 
« bythe inward Teacher, the Holy Spirit, who does all in 


or create a Deſire, but through him. Alas ! how great is 
our Blindneſs! We make account as if we were by our- 
_ * ſelves in this inward Sanctuary; but, on the contrary, God 
is there more nearly than we ourſelves are. Perhaps you 
« will ſay to me, What then, are we all inſpired ? Yes, without 
Doubt; but not as the Prophets and Apoſtles were. With- 
out the actual Inſpiration of the Spirit of Grace, we can 
« neither believe, will, nor do any Good. We are therefore 


God ceaſes not to ſpeak; but the Nojſe and Hurry of Things 
without, and our Paſſions within, deafen us, and hinder 
us from hearing Him. We muſt filence every Creature, 
and ourſelves too, to hear in a profour d Stillneſs of Soul, 
the inexpreſſible Voice of Chriſt, the Bridegroom of our 
Souls. We muſt liſten diligently”; for 'tis a very ſtill _ 
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< jt exTites us, animates us, ſpeaks to us in Silence, ſuggeſts 


us; he is the Soul of our Souls; we cannot frame a Thought, 


+ always infpired ; but we ſtifle this Inſpiration contwually, 
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* ſoft Voice, which is not to be heard; but by ſuch as hea 


ken to nothing elſe. O how ſeldom is the Soul ſilent enough 


to let God ſpeak! The leaſt Whiſper of our vain Deſires, 
or of Self-love, attentive on Self, confounds all the Words 
of the Spirit of God. We hear plainly what he ipeaks, 
and that he aſks for ſomething ; but we don't perceive what 
it is; and very often we are contented not to underſtand it. 
The leaſt Reſerve, the leaſt Regard for Self, the leaſt Fear 
of underſtanding too plainly, that God aſks for more than 
we care to give Him, diſturbs this inward Voice. Shall we 
wonder then that ſo many, and even pious Perions, but 
* full of amuſing Thoughts, vain Defires, woridly Wiſdom, 
* and Confidence in their own Virtues, can't hear it ; but 
* take this inward Voice to be a Chimera of Fanaticks ! Alas, 
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vvhat do they mean by ſuch ſcornful Langnage ? To what 


* Purpoſe would the outward Expreſſions of Teachers be, 
and even of the Scriptures themſelves, if it were not for the 
* inward Voice of the Holy Spirit; which gives the other 
© all its Efficacy. The outward Words of the Goſpel itſelf, 
© without this living, efficacious Word within, would be but 
an empty Sound. *Tis the Letter that killeth, but the Spi- 
* rit giveth Life. O eternal and All- powerful Word of the 
Father ! 'tis thou who ſpeakeſt in the very Bottom of our 
Souls. The Words that proceeded ought of the Mouth of 
our Saviour, when upon Earth, had not been productive 
of ſo much Virtue, and fo great Fruits, but becauſe they 
were animated by this Word of Life, which is the Word 


© himſelf.” This made PETER ſay, Lord, to wuhom Hall aue 


ge? Thou haſt the Words of eternal Life! Therefore it is 
not the exterior Law or Rule of the Goſpel, which God 


lets us ſee by the Light of Reaſon and Scripture ; tis his 


« Spirit that ſpeaks, that teaches, that operates in, and ani- 
mates us; ſo tis the Spirit that worketh in us, both to will 
and to do what is good; as tis our Soul that animates our 


Body, and regulates its Motions : Tis certain therefore that 


ve are all inſpir d continually ; that we live not the Life of 
Grace, but in Proportion as we partake of this inward In- 
ſpiration. Theſe Poſitions and Principles being laid, it 
* muſt be acknowledged, that God ſpeaks continually in us: 
© He ſpeaks in harden'd and impertinent Sinners; but they 
© being ſtunn'd, as it were, by the Noiſe of the World, and 
© their Paſſions, cannot hear his Voice; tis to them a Tale 
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© or Fiction: He ſpeaks in penitent Sinners, they feel a Re. 


© mofiſe of Cenſcience, and that Remorſe is the Voice of 
God, which reproaches them inwardly for their Sins: 
£ When theſe Sinners are effectually reached and ſmitten, they 
« find no Difficulty in underſtanding this ſecret Voice ; for 
tis that which ſmites them ſo ſharply ; tis in them the Tae. 
edged Sword St. Pa ul ſpeaks of, which divides aſunder Scul 
and Sfirit. God makes himſelf to be felt, taſted, and obey'd: 
They hear this ſoft Voice, which gently ſmites them in the 
very Secret of their Heart, and the Heart is tendered 
and broken; and that is true Contrition : God ſpeaks 
in enlighten'd and learn'd Perſons, whoſe Lives are, to Ap- 
pearance, exact and regular; but commonly theſe Perſons 
being full of themſelves, hearken too much to themſelves, 
to hear God; they reaſon upon every Thing, and do all by 
Rules and Principles of human Wiſdom and Prudence; 
which would be much better done thro? Simplicity, and a 
Docility to the Teaching of God's Spirit : Such as theſe 
appear to have more Goodneſs than others; and they have, 
in a good Degree; but then it is a mixed Goodneſs ; they 
are great and big in themſelves, and value themſelves in 
Proportion to their Capacity and Reaſon ; . they are always 
ſway d by their own Council, and ftrong in their 'own Eyes 
and Opinion. O my God, I thank thee with Jeſus Chriſt, 
that thou hideſt theſe Secrets from the Wiſe and Prudent 
in their own Eyes, but revealeſt them with Pleaſure to weak 
and humble Souls ! Tis only Children thou art familiar 
with; Children in Malice, and every other Vice; but be- 
haveſt tpwards others in their own Way : They will have 
Knowledge, andother ſplendidVirtues; thou giveſt them ſhin- 
ing Parts, and makeſt them a ſort of Heroes; but this is not 


dear Children; they lean, as Joan the beloved Diſciple did, 
© upon thy Boſom.“ If theſe Arguments, drawn from a ſen- 
ſible Experience and Feeling of God's Operation in the Sou?, 
convince not the Reader ; if he be not one of thoſe who think 
to have eternal Life by the Scripture ; yet will not come to 
Chriſt, that they may have Life; he would do well to exa- 
mine and ſee, if he is not in the State the Author himſelf once 
Was in; ſeeking for God without, and never think to find 
him within. I tried, ſays he, by collecting in my Mind all 
* the wonderful Works of Nature, to frame un Idea of thy 
1 * Grandeur; 
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the beſt Portion; there is ſomething more hidden for thy 


. 
Grandeur; I ſought thee among thy Creatures, and did not 
« think of finding Thee in my own Heart; where thou art 


« never abſent. Conſider theſe Things, my Soul, and ſhut 
the Door of thy ſenſual Defires, that thou mayſt hear what 
God the Lord ſpeaks ; and with the Prophet Samver ſay, 
« Speak, Lord, for thy Servant heareth. Let not Moszs, nor 
« any of the Prophets, ſpeak; but do Thou rather ſreak, 
O Lord God, the Inſpirer and Enlightener of all the Pro- 
« phets ! for Thou alone, without them, canſt perfeQly in- 
ſtruct me; but they, without Thee, can profit nothing. 
They ſound forth Words, but cannot give Spirit; they ſpeak 
« well, but if Thou be ſilent, they inflame not the Heart; 
they teach the Letter, but Thou openeſt the Senſe ; they 
bring forth Myſteries, but thou unlockeſt the Meaning of 
them; they declare thy Commandments, Thou helpeſt us 
to fulfil them ; they ſhew the Way, Thou giveſt Strength to 
walk in it; they act outwardly upon us, but Thou enlightens 
and inſtructs the Heart; they water, but Thou giveſt the In- 
« creaſe ; they ſtrike the Ear with Words, thou giveſt Under- 
« ſtanding to the Heart. : e 

Thus, my dear Fellow-mortals, I would hope by this time 
you are all ſenſible that you have a Proportion of Grace or 
Light, which has manifeſted Sin and Folly to you ſometimes 
in the Cool of the Day, when you have been a little ſequeſt- 
er d from your Diverſions; liſten then, I beſeech you, to its 
Voice; it will ſpeak, as J ſaid before, as never Man did; it 
will tell you all you have done, and continue to reprove when 
you-do-amiſs. This is the Voice of that Prophet which Ae 
told the Children of //-ae/ ſhould be raifed up amongſt them; 
A Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto you, of your Bre. 
thren like unto me, him jhall vu hear in all I hinge, And wwho- 
foever wwill not hear this Prophet, he fall be cut off: from among 
the People, AcTs iii. 22. Hearken, I beſcech you, to his 
Voice; receive kim in his ſpiritual Appearance; kiſs the Son 
while he offers his Grace, leſt he be angry, and cut you off in 
the great Sin of Unbelief, in his Power to cleanſe you from 
all Unrighteouſnels. - Ky | 


I don't purpoſe to particularize or conſider ſingly. every Sin 


the corrupt Nature of Man is liable to; yet as there have 

ſeveral Iniquities occurr'd to me which I have noticed, fo I 

ſhall, as it now prefents ro my Underſtanding, make a brief 

Obſervation on that black and cruel One, of Detraction, 
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ecially as I have often obſerved how many fall into this 
Miſchief inconſiderately, without — it of ſo cruel and 
cuil a Nature as it really is, this noxious Weed being the Pro- 
duct of moſt Countries, I can't forbear putting you in Re. 
membrance how many able Pens have been employ d, to 
eradicate it, by Reaſons and ts, ſufficient abundantly 
to convince us of its hurtful Nature, and give us a juſt Ab. 
horrence of it; as an Injury done to our Neighbour ſeldom 
fails to recoil upon ourſelves at one time or other; for he that 
diggeth a Pit ſhall fall into it, and he that rolleth a Stone, it 
ſhall return upon him. And as I have noted, this Vice has 
been to: the World long ago, in its hideous Forms and 
cruel Confequences, I don't here preſume to think myſelf 
capable of painting it in more gloomy and diſagreeable Shapes 
than others have done. What I would remark is, That it is 
to be fear d many don't peruſe carefully the Scriptures, and 
other Books, on the Subject of moral, as well as Chriſtian 
Virtues; or at leaſt do nat ſufficiently conſider them; for did 
we but rightly and juſtly reflect on this Precept of Chriſt's, 
T hou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, One would think it 
might be ſufficient to prevent the Mouth of Envy, Malice, 
Infamy and Detraction, from ever being open d; and were 
there but Room for this Reflection in any Interval of ſuch 
Converſation, how wou'd it ſilence all Uncharitableneſs ! 
Chriſt mentions our Lowe to God in the firſt Place, and inthe 
ſuperlative Degree; and in the next, Lewe (or Charity) 7 
our Neighbour, as the two ( moſt material) Commandments 
(or Points) on which depend the Law and the Prophets. And 
he has left us this Injunction, which is ſtiled che golden Rule, 
and ought to be an inviolable One, I hatſoever ye would that 
Men ſauld da unto you, do you even the ſame to them. And on 
another Occaſion he adds, A new Commandment I give unto 
von, that ye love one another. And the Apoſtle Paul recom- 
mends to the Romans the accompliſhing this Commandment in 
theſe Words, Owe no Man any Thing, but to love one another; 
Love avorketh no Il to his Neighbour ; therefore Love is the Ful. 
filling of the Law. And after enumerating the Laws of the 
ſecond Table, he ſubjoins, IF there be any other Commandment, 
it is briefly comprehended in this, Thau ſhalt love thy Neighbour 


» 


es thyſelf. But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed 
that ye be not one of another. The Apoſtle [avs 
'd the royal Law according to 


the 


tells the Believers, if they f 


CF 

the Scripture, Thou Halt love thy Net grocer ws tiy ei, ye'de 
well, And the Apoſtle Pavi, giving the Romans and Gala- 
ſians a Catalogue of the Fruits or Sins of the Fleſh; among 
others he mentions Backt:ting, Envy, Whiſpering, Malice, 
Emulation, c. And he exhorts the Eyheſians to put away 
all Bitterneſs, Wrath, Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking, avith all 
Malice; and be ye kind to one another, tender-hearted, fergivin 
ene anothtr, as God for Chriſt's Sake hath forgiven yon. Ard 
the Apoſtle PETER, dchorting Chriſtians from the Breach of 
Charity, ſpeaks after this Manner; V herefere laying aſide all 
Malice, Guile, Hypocriſy, Envy, and all Ewil-ſpeaking, by 
which you cuill Secome as nexw-born Babes (innocent and pure) 
fitted to receive (or deſire) the fincere Milk of the Word, that 
je may grow thereby. And next let us obſerve, how that St. 
PAUL exalts this Love to God, and Charity (or Love) to our 
Neighbour, above all other Gifts and Virtues : Tho* T ſpeak 
evith the Tongue of Men or Angels, and have not Charity, I am 
become as ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal, The I haxe - 
the Gift of Prophecy, and underſtand all Myſteries aud Know:- 
lelge; the) ] have Faith, jo as to remeve Mountains, and have 
not Charity, I em nothing. And tho I beſto all my Goods to 
feed the. Poor, and tho I gieve my Body to be burned, and have 
nt Charity, (if J don't give and ſuffer from this Principle of 
Love to God and my Neighbour ) it profireth me nothing. 
Charity or Leve ſuffereth long, and is kind; Charity enuieth 
not (the Happineſs of another) Charity waunteth not itjelf, ts 
not puffed up, doth not | behave itſelf unſeemly, ſceleth not her 
v1 (Honour or Reputation) 7s not enfely provoked, thinketh 
no Evil, rejoiceth not in Iniguity, but rejoiceth in the Truth, or 
{when any act agreeable to the Goſpel of Chriſt ) brareth all 
Things, believeth all Things, (all the Good id hears, Or can 
have any charitable Grounds to think of others) Hapeth all 
Things (that if our Neighbour is bad he may mend) exdureth 
all Things (patiently) as all Things <vork together for Good to 
them that Ive God. This Charity never faileth ; but whether 
there be Prophecies they ſhall fail; whether there be Tongues 
they ſhall craſe; whether there be Knowledge it ſhall wanifh 
away. And niw abideth Faith, Hope and Charity, bat the grea- 
teſt of cleſe is Charity, as it will continue when Faith ſhall end 
in Viſion, and Hope in Enjoyment. And now permit me 
to recommend to you a ſerious Peruſal of theſe, as well as 
other Paſſages in tk Holy Records, which were written for 
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out Learning and Inſtruction : And amongſt many which ! 
zizht mention, who has wrote againſt the Sin of DetraQtion, 
there is one in the Collection, call d The Lady's Library, worth 
peruſing, as the Arguments ſeem founded on Chriſtian Prin. 
ciples and Poctrines, and the Reaſoning obvious and convinc- 
ing. But ſuffer me now, without Offence, to mention a Thought 
J have often had, when I have been reflecting on this Fault in 
both Sexes. As I endeavour to cheriſh a more charitable 
Opirion of Mankind, than to think any Perſon can delight 
an Evil ſimply as Evil; and 1 would fain hope few are of ſo 
cruel a Diſpoſition, as to receive a Pleaſure in hearing the 
Errors and Miſcarriages of their Neighbours related. And 
if any be guilty of the ſame Fault, or any other, our Bro- 
ther may be charged with, the Company of others in Evil, 
will by no Means extenuate cur Crime, or render ſuch leſs 
culpable in the Sight of God, or leſs odious to good Men: 
But, on the contrary, (if I may be allow'd the Expreſiion) 
the Confederacy againſt Heaven is the more ſtrengthen'd by 
the Number of its Enemies; yet tao” they join hand in hand, 
_ they ſhall not go unpuniſhed : However, I have put the Con- 

duct of People of this Character on a more charitable and 
favourable Bottom; for I have conſider d, that theſe fort of 
"Converſations, or rather Conſpiracies, againit our Neigh- 
| beurs's Fame, procced from a Defect of that ſolid Nouriſh- 
ment the Author I have before cited ſcems ta recommend. 
And I have ſometimes thought, Cat it is our Ignorance of 
other Matters, and better Subjects, which occaſions our 
Neighbour's Conduct to be fo frequently the Topick of our 
"Converſations ; but I wou'd not be here underitood to call 
zn queſtion the Capacities of ether Sex, and-wou'd only deſire 
the Liberty of giving a Caution againft the Mifapplication of 
your Talent or Talents. This appears to me to be the Fault, 
People's employing their Faculties fo much, not only on vain, 
and trifling Subjects, but frequenti/ on pernicious and hurt- 
ful Things, ſo that they have noRoom nor Leiſure to attend to 
more uſeſul and important Subjects; and as I have ſaid, that 
cho we may not be chargeable with the ſaine Fault our Neigh- 
bour may be guilty of, yet the Apoſtie PA us. tells us, 4 
Mankind hade finued, and fallen fert of the Fawour of God ; an 
therefore all who have not yet fincercly repented and a- 
ancnded their Ways, have need of Repentance and For— 
Scenes. But if any commit an Evil, how arg Chris 
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to act in ſuch a Circumſtance ? Are we to expoſe, Hacken 
and defame, our Brother, or to rejoice in his Miſcarriage,? 
No ſurely; the Goſpel of Chriſt and his Minitters, teach 
other Things. | 5 8 
Brethren, i, any be overtaken avith a Fault, y-u That are 
ſpiritual (endeavour to) reſtore him; How ? TI» the Spirit of - 


Meeknejs, confidering, left thou thyjelf be alja tempte?, let his 


Miſcarriage excite our Compaſiion towards him, and Cav- 
tion towards ourſelves ; and bear ve one another's Burdens, 


and ſo fulfil the Law of Chriſt, Thou ſhalt lebe thy Nei gib cus 


as thyſelf ; and whenever we call in Queſtion our Neighbour's 
Conduct, let us remember we are firſt co be ſpiritual ourſelves, 
walking in all God's Commandments blameleſs: And a- 
greeable to the Doctrines and Principles of Chriſt, let us firſt 
pull the Beam cut of our own Eye, and then ſhall we fee 
clearly to take the Mote from our Brother's. And when we 
are converted then ſhall we be fitted to ſtrengthen our Bre- 
thren : Thus the royal Pſalmiſt petitions the Almighty ; Create 
in me a cleau Heart O God, and renew a right Spirit avithin” 
me: Then xwill I teach 7 ranrſgrefjors thy ævays, and Sinners tha!l 
be converted to T hee. 

1 ſhall now mention another particular Evil, not only as T 

find it greatly blam'd by others, but as it has often been Sub- 

ect of Concern to me when I have obfſery'd this unnatural 
Conduct, which relates only to the Female Part of the World, 
ſo juſtly chargeable on them: But which I would charitably 

hope they have not yet many of them ſeen, or at leaſt re- 
lected on the great Miſchief it produces, both to themſelves, 

and their Offspring. The Fault mean, is Neglect of Duty, 
and natural Obligation to our helpleſs Infants, Which is o 
obvious at their firſt Appearance in Life, when we deny them 

that Nouriſhment Nature has provided for them, and by fram- 

ing ſome inſignificant Excuſe, forſake and leave them to o- 
thers. This inhuman Treatment of our tender littie Ones, 

l can't help thinking has its Foundation in Pride. Natural 
Affection to our Offspring ſeems bicnded with our very Con- 
itution; and it appears to me we mult uſe uncommon V10-. 
lence to ſeparate it from our Make. But behold the Effects 
of Pride ! what Miſchief is there that it is not produdive of! 
Even a few Weeks aſter our tender Babe beholds the Light, 
let it ſhould occaſion us ſome extraordinary Trouble and 
Care, or prevent ſome little Delicacy in our Shape or Dreſs, 


4 Or 


Fog e 
or detain us from making unedifying and impertinent Viſits, 
Oc. we conſign the poor Innocent into the Hands of aStran. 
ger, to be foſter d by Women, oftentimes, of ſavage Tem- 
pers, and vile Affections, which ſome are of Opinion the In- 
-Fant imbibes with its Milk; tho' I can't conceive this, as I ap- 
prehend we are not Sinners by Conſtitution, but Corruption. 
However, it is manifeſt, and often happens, that the Child 
imbibes an unwholſome Conſtitutio from its Nurſe : And, 
tis the Opinion of ſome, that the Death of many an Infant 
{in other Places at leaſt) may be chargeable on their Parents, 
on this Score; as alſo when the Nurſe proves careleſs and 
negligent in her Office ; and that this has been frequently 
the Caſe, few will deny: For how can we reaſonably expect 
that a Stranger ſhou'd take that due and tender Care, and 
faithfully diſcharge ſo troubleſome an Office, which a Parent, 
Fuppoſs-d td have a natural Engagement for her Infant, de- 
clines and refuſes, for this very Reaſon, to take upon her. 
I, who am a Parent, have been fill'd with Afſtoniſhment at 
-the Parent, and Compaſſion towards the Child, when I have 
beheld the delicate Mother, fit unconcerned and unrelenting, 
. at the Time her little Offsſpring has been uttering its tender 
Complaints, and, as it were, petitioning the obdurate Parent 
with its little Elequence of Tears for 1ts own Support, pro- 
vided by Nature, without her-Care or Trouble. Dr. WaiTsy, 
in ſome Obſervations on Things Natural, to explain and illuſ- 
trate his Subject, has theſe Words, *'Tzs natural, ſays he, fir 


a Woman to ſuckle her Infant, becauſe Nature has furnif'if 


Ber wwith proper and ſuitable Means of Nourijhment for that Pur. 
Foe. But had that Author lived till this Day, he had poſiibly 
been told Nature had: changed her Order, and generally 
With-held and deny d the common Means. It has often been 
Subject of Reflection to me, when I have obſerved that Wo- 
men pretend they are ſo univerſally diſabled, that they are 
incapable of taking upon them this tender Office, and dif- 
charging the natural Obligation of Suckiing their Children. 
The general Plea is, want of Milk, or Tenderoefs of Conf 
- tutien, which renders them unfit to take upon them fo trou- 
pleſome an Office: But as often as 1 obſerved, exa- 
min'd, and traced ſuch Pretences and Fxcuſes for this Crue!- 
ty, I have found (except in ſome few Inftinces) they abſolute- 
Jy center in Pride and Self- love. But I on! propoſe, by this 
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Mort Remark; to ræmind ſome, and inform others, that thy 
unnaturi 
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unnatural Conduct has been juſtly condemn'd by Archbiſhop 
I T:itLOTSON ; to whoſe Diſcourſes, on the Education of Chil-- 
dren, I would refer you. However, he (as well as others) - 
n. docs not * 5 Impoſſibilities to any; on the contrary, he- 
b. | goes far in admitting real and reaſonable Pleas and Excuſes ; 
P” || but where none of theſe appear, he is of Opinion, 'tis every Wo- 
14 man's indiſpenſible Obligation, to nouriſh her Infant at her -u 
d, Breaſt. His Arguments are brought from Nature, Scrip- 
tore and Reaſon ; and I heartily wiſh every Parent, in this 
Circumſtance, and of this Character, may peruſe them im- 


i partially and candidly; and that they may have the good 
tly Effect of reſtoring that natural Affection and Ten in 


A the female Part of the World, which has been ſo long loſt. 
And, before I conclude this Obſervation, I ſhall tranſcribe 
a Paſſage from a Pamphlet lately printed in London, entitled, 
Jo Britain's Remembrancer ; wherein the Author (whom I have 
||| heard is a Nobleman) propoſes a Method for improving the 


* preſent unhappy Situation of the Nation and Kingdom of 
ae Great. Britain; and ſhews that the Calamities they are in- 


volved in, are the Effects of the Vices and Irreligion which 
Ba prevail. among the Inhabitants ; againſt whom be brings a 
Fer general Charge: And then, in a particular Addreſs to the 
u Women, he takes the Liberty of telling them, That no ſmall” 
0. Share of the national Guilt is chargeable on their Account, 
lu s, ſays he, You have given up yourſelves to Pleaſures, Thea 
„ * trical and Muſical Entertainments, to the Neglect not only'of - 
%, oll that is ſpiritual aud ſacred, but alſo of theſe domeſtick Cares 
% which are your proper Province. The unawoidable Effect f 
4 conflant Purſuit of theſe publick Diverſions, muſt be intire- 
' by to pervert their Minds from what is the only natural Sphere - 
0 4 Weamankind, and what they were originally intended for, 
© by tbe Ordination of Heaven ; who form'd yeu for the plain 
Wo-. ad homely, but neceſſary and_cndearing Characters, of a Wife 
ue and a Mother; end that all the various Ornaments of Pride, 
di- g, fill a Weman's fautaſtic Brain, and di gare the na- 
87 ' tive Beauties of her Perſon; and all the giddy Heurs fhe 
os | paſſes in a Reund of guilty F ollies, falſely called Pleaſure and 
u- Diverſion, tend to make her more unfit fer what Nature deſigned... 
Her. And aobenc wer you aim at any thing elſe, than to be 
Worm dutiful Daughters, lœuing Wives, tender Mothers, prudent 
OE Miftrefſes of Families, faithful Friends, and pious Chriſtians, 


Fe: ' you aim at ſomething quite out of Nature, and beſide the In- thy 
Pra 1 . 
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tention of Heaven in making yeu ratienal Creatures, TW 
© Yaoxhall improve you in Occonomy and Frugality ? Or Rane. 
lagh's in the demeſtick Arte thut mare Families happy ? Will 
' the bombaſlict Rant of the Play-houſe furniſh you with Maxim; 
ef Prudence ? Or its obf:ene Ritaidry fore your Minds ith 
the Graces of Modeſy and Virtue ? How long muſt yeu die a. 
away to the ſoft Strains of Mufick, cr fludy theatrical Excel. 


.. 


FFP 


for Men of Senſe? How long iriiſt you practice curling the 
* Erir, futtering yeur Fans, and overloaaing your Perſons <vith 
* falſe Ornaments, before your Converſation will be cwer near, 
and ever entertaining to a Huſband of Knowledge and Worth. 
This, and much more to the ſame Effect, ſays that noble Au- 
thor, to whem I refer you; and ſhall only add what he pro- 
poſes in general as the beſt Expedient to improve the preſent 
Juncture of Affairs, viz, © That every Individual endeavour to 
* reform One. | | 

have ſometimes had a Concern on my Mind to recommend 
to your Conſideration, the Juftice and Duty you owe to your 
Children in another Reſpect beſide that T have mentioned, viz. 
The Obligation every Parent is under to manifeſt an eſpecial 
Regard for the future Happineſs of the Souls of their Children, 
by a religious Care in their Education: But I have been diſ- 
couraged from offering my Sentiments on this Subject, when 
I conſider the little Care and Regard too many Parents have 
for their own Souls, whoſe future Well-being appears to be 
much diſregarded by many, tho' profeſſing Chriſhanity. 

I don't purpoſe to ſay much on this Subject; yet think pro- 
per to offer a few things to your Conſideration, which tho” they 
may perhaps appear trifling to ſome at firſt Sight, yet I have 
ſometimes thought them of greater Conſequence, than I appre- 
hend many others do. That Errors in the firſt Principles of 
Education (as well as in other Caſes ) are dangerous and per- 
nicious, is a receiv'd Maxim; for if we ſet out with wrong 
Means to obtain a deſir'd End; we have not only loſt our 
Time, but with great Difficulty and Labour muft unlearn orr 
firſt Rules and Leſions. Upon reflecting on the Appearances 
of Anger and Reſentment, which we find ſo early and ſo often 

low in the little tender Breaſts of Infants, and the early Pro- 
penſities we obſerve in them to Pride, and a Fondneſs for 
Trifles; it has appeared to me, they may be often attributed 
w the ill Example of Parents, c. and Errors in their Ma- 
1 5 a nagement 


fences f Stage-herces, before you will be the fitter Companions 
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nagement from their Infancy, as young Children we know 
commonly imitate and act from the Example of their Parents, 
„or thoſe concern'd in the Care and Education of them. Lo. 
„ | fay little of the ſuperfluous Ornaments of Lace, Lace-Work, 
„ | 23d Ribbands,. Which the Infant is adorn'd with, as ſoon as it 
1. | comes into the World, as well to pleaſe and gratify the Mo- 
I ther's and Nurſe's Vanity, as that it may be admir'd by the 
„ | formal and ceremonious Viſitors ; as ſoon as the Infant is ca- 
L | pavle of the leaſt Notice, it is immediately preſented with a 
Number of fooliſh Toys, which, tho' ſome, ſuitably choſen, 
„ may be proper to give them an Idea of natural Things, yet I 
% have thought there are many Trifles preſented and recommen- 
u. ded to them as things of Value and Worth, which lead them 
0. | afterwards to entertain a Fondneſs of Vanities and Toys, that 
nt are more expenſive and hurtful. By this Time, ſame little 
% | Dawning of Reaſon begins to appear in the Child, Care is 
taken to inculcate the Principles of Anger and Malice, Reſent- 
ad | ment, and Revenge, as the Child is inſtructed to receive every 
ur little Contradiction as an Injury or Affront, which he is to re- 
z. | venge, by giving the Nurſe the Blow to execute on the Offen- 
al der. Next comes in Courſe, to amuſe the Child, a String of 
n, ¶ idle abſurd Sonnets and Ballads, which, as ſoon as its lifping 
if. Tongue is able to form Words, it is taught to repeat. The 
en next Inſtruction is, in a Catalogue of vain, amuſing Stories, a 
ve Relation of Fairy Tales, Hiſtories of Giants, Tom Thumbs, 
be and ſuch like Stuff, are the young and tender Brains and Ca- 
pacities of Infants ſtor d with; as proper Rudiments to ſit them 
o- for, and introduce more ingenious Lies and Romanees. The 
ey next Thing Children are early inſtructed in, is Rule and Au- 
ve thority, by teaching, and allowing them a Superiority over 
re- Servants. A Servant tho' never ſo judicious and capable of 3 
of I knowing what is fit and convenient for a Child, is nevertheleſs -»4 
er- reſtrained by many Parents from keeping Children in Subjec- 
ng tion and Order, or croſung and aifappainting their Will in any 
zur Circumſtance ; this manifeſtly teaches the Child a Leſſon of 
Dur Self-will, which many never unlearn all their Lives after. The i 
ces Ine Cruelty we are guilty of to our Children, is Flattery (at the I 
ten ſame Time by Example or Precept teaching them many little 
ro- and mean Artifices and equivocal Turns, unworthy a rational 
for and generous, to ſay nothing of a Chriſtian Mind) this is com- 
ted monly practiſed both by Parents and Servants, by whom Chil- 
la- Idren are inſtructed, when adorn'd with all the Pomp and 
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nner and hand ſomer than ſome others. 
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Vanity within the Parent's Reach, to ſet an high Value and 
Eſtimꝭtion on themſelves, on the Score of their finc Clothes, 
Sc. or the Perfection of their Bodies, and at the ſame time they 
are taught to deſpiſe others, by perfwading them they are both 
And now to finiſh and 
compleat a modern Education, it requires the following Ac- 
compliſhments, viz. To be expert in Dreſs and Dancing, 
Ombre or Gaming in general, to be able to make judicious 
Remarks on Opera Airs, and Stage Plays, and to repcat much 
of the Ribaldry and Prophanity they learn from thence, and 
reading Romances and other pernicious Books. Add to 
all this the Art of Viſiting, where after thoſe preſent are 
much flatter d and complimented ; the Abſent, on the con- 
trary, are as ungeneroufly dealt with, and ſeverely handled. 
But with reſpect to the religious Education of Children, we 
do not find miny Parents employ much of their Time in giving 
Children an Idea of the ſupreme Being, ſuitable to their Un- 
derftanding ; and, as far as their little Capacities will admit, 
inſtruct and inculcate the Principles of moral and chriſtian Du- 
ties: On the contrary, the Generality of Parents, ſeem to think 


are careful their Children are taught to repeat the Duties the 
Catechiſm contains; and in the ſame Manner ſay over a Set 
of Words, entitled, Prayers for Children; which they nei- 
ther do nor can underſtand, at the Age they are taught them; 
and Which I can't but confer as great Impiety and Irreve- 
rence in both Parents and School-muſtreſſes, when they teach 
Children to ſpeak Words, they do not underſtand, to an In- 
finite Being; of which they, at the Time they are taught 


them, can have no competent Knowledge, fo as to enable 
them to addreſs Him at all; much leſs in the Terms com- 


monly put into their Mouths. The Time I am cenfin'd to, 
would fail to enumerate every Inſtance the Generality of Pa- 
rents are culpable in, with reſpect to the Injuries they inadver- 
tently and inconſiderately do their Children, in their Infancy, 
Sc. but I can't, without a ſeeming Abſurdity, put them in 
Mind of the Juſtice they owe their Children, when, with 
Concern, I obſerve ſo many fail in the Juſtice they owe them- 
ſelves, by the apparent Negle& of their own Souls. I defire 
them to permit me to recommend to each of their ſerious 


Conſiderations, the ineſtimable Worth and Value of your own 
immortal Squls, as well as thoſe of your Children: 2 
e | «what 


they have ſufficiently diſcharged their religious Duty, if they 


they would enter upon the great and neceſſary Work our 
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* 
aubat is a Man profited, if he gain the whole World, and laſe hi- 
own Soul ? Or what ſhall he give in Exchange for his Sc? No 
Man can give to God @ Ranſom for it, ſeeing the Redemption is 
fo precious, that it ceaſeth for ever, (Pſal. xlix. 7) when once 


it is loſt. Twould be an inexpreſſible Happineſs, were every 
one ſenſible of this Truth; there would be then Hope that 


Lord recommends ; that is, Firſt that our own Tree be 
« made good, and then the Fruit, it will neceſſarily produce, 
i will be good alſo. And when we find a Neceſſity of... 
doing Juſtice to ourſelves, in the great Duty and Care of our 
Souls, we ſhall, I am certain, feel a very ſtrong and ſenſible 
Concern for the real Happineſs of our Offspring. Whether 
the Education I have been above deſcribing, is agreeable to 
Chriſtianity, I leave all Parents, in their ſerious Moments, 
to conſider ; and proceed with a Remark on the Time called 
Chriftmas ; which being ſo lately obſerv'd. here, occaſioned 
me to purſue a Reflection I have heretofore had at ſuch Sea- 
fons. I ſhall firſt mention an Obſervation. of ALzxanDer R 
CruDen's, a Clergyman : (if I miſtake not) After he has 
given us a Catalogue of the Feſtivals obſerved . by the Jews, . 
he adds; In the Chriſtian Church, wwe have no Feſtivals that . 
appear to have been inſtituted by Chrift or his Apoſtles: Neuer- 
theleſs Chriſtians have always celebrated the Memory of Chris 
Reſurrection, and kept this Feaſt on every Firſt-day of the Meet; 
which aas called the Lord's-day, ſo early as in St. JonN's Time: _ 
[ avas (ſays Jonn) in the Spirit on the Lord's-day. However, 
L intend not here to enquire how, or when, this, or any other 
Feaſt, came to be introduc'd among Profeffors of Chriſtianity  -. 


but only briefly to ſay, Thoſe who obſerve Days and Times, 


ſhould, as they profeſs, obſerve them to the Lord. You have 
a pretty large Account (in Luke) how the Birth of, the holy-- 
Child Jeſus, was uſhered in. There were (ſays he) Shepherds - 
abiding in the Fields, of Judea, near unto the Town of Bethle> - 
hem ; watching their Flochs by Night. And lo! the Angel f 
God came upon them, and the Glory of the Lora ſhone round themy .. 
end they avere fore afraid; And the Angel ſaid unto them, Fear 
not, for behold I bring you glad Tidings of great Foy which + 
Hall be to all People: For unto you this Day is barn, is the City © 
of David, a Saviour, which is called Chriſt the Lord. And 
ſuddenly there abas with the Angel a Multitude of heavenly Hoſts, +. 
praifing God, and ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt ! on Barth - 
PM Ds Fu. 
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Peace , Good-wwill to Men ! Then ſaid the Shepherds, Let as now 
go to Bethlehem, and ſee the Thing which is new come to paſs, 
and which the Lord hath made known unto us; and when they 
had ſeen the Child, they made known the Saying abroad, and 
they that beard, vonder d at the Things that were told them by 
the Shepherds ; who return'd glori hing and praifing God, fer 
| all the Things they had heard and ſern, as it was told them by 
the Angel: Aud whey eight Days were accompliſbed for the cir- 
cumcifeng the Child, they called his Name IE sus (a Saviour) 
. eokich ewas fa named of the Angel before he avas conceived in 
te Womb ; for this Reaſon, becauſe he ſhall ſave his People 
um their Sinn. Here are Glad-tidings of great Joy to all 
People, expreſs'd with the greateſt Solemnity ; For behold 
fuddenly a great Multitude of heavenly Hefts appear d with the 
Angel, praifing God for his Good-will to Men; by introducing 
the Means of Peace on Earth, as God is, in Chriſt reconciling 
the World unto Himfelf ; and blotting out the Hand-writing 
that was againſt them, na:iirg it to the Croſs ; and putting 
Mankind into a Capacity of Salvation. And next good. old 
Simzon, who it appears, had been waiting for the Conſolation 
sf Tfrael, celebrated the Birth of Chriſt on this wiſe, Lord 
ro letteft Thon thy Servant depart in Peace, fer mine Eyes 
Lave ſeen thy Salvation, which Thou haſt prepared before the 
Face of all People: A Light to enlighten the Gentiles ; and to 
ze the Glory of thy People Hrael] Then Anna the Propheteſs, 
coming into the Temple, gave Thanks likewiſe unto the Lord, 
and ſpake of” Corift to all them that looked for Redemption in 
Ifracl, And next we may obſerve how the wiſe Gentiles be- 
kaved on this Occafion, when they came from the Eft to 
Feruſalem, twelve Days after the Birth of our Lord: Theſe 
Men, tho' they were Heathens, and conſidered Him as a tem- 
poral Xing (as well as a ſpiritual Saviour) yet approach 
Him with no loud and clamorous Acclamations of noiſy and 
frantic Joy; no Drums, Frumpets, nor Fiddles; but when 
they came into the Houſe and ſaw him, proſtrating themſelves, 
they worſhipped him. 

And now I would beg Leave to aſk the Profeſſors of Chriſ- 
kianity, if they, on theſe Occaſions, act conſiſtently with 
themfelves, who tell us their Times call'd Holy-days ar 
more eſpecially ſet apart for pious Purpoſes; are they 45 
egreeable to this Deſign employ'd in an Enquiry, whether 
Neu have avy raticnal Ground to hope you, have. an Intereſt. 
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in the:Saviour, whoſe Birth you profeſs to commemorate ? * 

Do you examine whether your Practice keeps Pace witk 
your Profeſſion? Do you live a Life of Humility and Hoh- - 

neſs, agreeable to the Example our holy Pattern recommends” 
to our Imitation'; who was holy, harmleſs, and urdefiled, ; 
ſeparate from Sin, and Sinners? Or, on the contrary, are 
not theſe Times conſider'd, by moſt People, no otherwiſe + 
than Seaſons of Mirth and Jollity ? And, as ſuch, are they 
not chiefly ſpent, by Profeſſors themſelves, in*Feifting and 
Dancing, Gaming, Jefting, and Wantonneſs; not conſider- 


ing the Work our Lord came to accompliſh, neither do they 


regard the Hand of Power -that would ſave them! And a- 

mong the inferior Claſs of People, what but one continued” 
Scene of Drunkenneſs, Riot, Debauchery and Madneſs, ap- 
pears to every common Obſerver? "Twould be much more be- 
neficial, That the Huſbandman: ſhould Till his Ground, and th2- 
Artift follaau d and work'd' at his Trade, than that they ſhould” 
be. thus idle, or, what is worſe, doing wickedly cn theſe Occa-" 


frons, wohen, by Reaſon of wicked Works, they crucify afreſh 


the Lord of Life and Glory, and put him to apen Shame ! I would” 
once more aſ both Profeſſors and Prophane, whether Men, 
&c. in theſe Circumſtances, - can poſſibly have any juſt Ti- 
tle to the ſacred Name of Chriſtianity, while they act in di- 

rect Oppoſition to the Nature of it? And whether this, and 
ſuch like Converſations, becomes the Goſpel of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt? Examine, I beſeech you, theſe 
Things ſeriouſly, and ſolidly ; and I dare venture to ſay, 
you will find, with me (who was once in the Obſervation 
of Times, Wc. ) that all ſuch Rejoicing is Evil; And that 
the appointed Faſts and Feaſts, in the Manner you ob- 
ſerve them, are an Abomination to the Lord, yea his Soul. 

loaths them! : | , 
I have before told you, that it was not my Intention, to- 
examine and conſider every particular Tranſgreſſion the Con- 
troveſy of God is againſt; yet I ſhall briefly mention the Ca- 
talogue of Sins the Apoſtle Paul gives us; and which he 
ſays are the Fruits of the-Fleſt, and while People continue 
to produce ſuch Fruit, they cannot poſſibly have an Entrance : 
admumiſter'd to them into the Kingdom of God. Now, . 
( ſays he) the Works of- the Fleſh are manifeſt, which 4 
Theſe, Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſ- 
% neſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance; . Bmula - 
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tions, Wrath, Strife; Seditions, Hereſies, Envyings, Mur- 


ec dere Drunkenneſa, Revellings, and ſuch like.” And in 
1 Cor, vi. 10. he adds, Theft, Coveteouſneſs, Reviling, 
- <: Extortion, Cc. of which (ſays he) I have told you in 
64 Time paſt, that they which do ſuch Things, ſhall not in- 
«. herit the Kingdom of God.” And in he firſt of Romans, 
be deſcribes ſuch as did not like to retain God in their Know- 
ledge, by theſe Marks or Characters, That they were 
@ fill'd with all Unrighteouſneſs, as Fornication, Wicked- 
< neſs, Covetouſneſs, Maliciouſneſs, Full of Envy, Murder, 
Debate, Deceit, Malignity, that they were Whiſperers, 
<. Backbiters, Haters of God, Def] ſpiteful, proud - Boaſters, 
Inventors of evil. Things, Biſebedient to to — without 


Underſtanding, Covenant-breakers, without natural Af. 


« feddion, implacable and unmerciful.” And to make the 
the Contraſt or Oppoſition of ſuch Things to the Spirit of 
Ehriſtianity the more apparent and obvious, he immediately 
poſes the Works or Fruits, which the Spirit of Chriſt pro- 
—_ in his People, who follow its Leadings and Directions: 
But the Fruit of the Spirit, is Love, Joy, Peace, Long- 
« ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, leckneſs, Tem- 
«© perance, Galatians v. 22. And the Wiſdom which is 
from above, (or from God) is firſt pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, eaſy to be entreated, full of Mercy, and good 
Fruits, without Partiality and without Hypocriſy, James 
< tii. 17.” Aſter the Apoſtle had been enumerating the 
Sins of the. Gentiles, &c. which had been prevalent amon 
them before their Converſion. to the Chriſtian Faith; Suck 


(lays he) in time paſt were ſome of you; and he tells the 


Epheſians you hath Chriſt quicken'd, who were dead in Tref- 
paſſes and Sins; wherein, in Time paſt » e walked, according to 
the Courſe (or Cuſtoms) of this World, ppm to the Power 
of the Prince of the Air; the 12. that worketh now in 


(the Hearts of ile Children of Difobedience, among whom al- 
jo ave had our ation in the Luf 4 þ our Flo. fulfilling 
. F the Fleſh, and of: the Mind: But God, «vho is 


= Mercy, even when wwe quere dead in Sin, &c. hath. 


2 us together in Chriſt Peſts and made us fit. together” in 


* of Rightconſuck ; which this * Apoſtle tells us; 
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Ip Places... And now it ſeems: fit we ſhould examine 
how this great and glorious: Work was brought about and ef. 
cd, wiz. by a RefarreGion from. the Death of Sin to 2 ; 
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and Obedience to the Faith deliver'd, become Saints; a 


able to what the Apoſtle Pa ut writes to the Chriſtian Churches, 


Your Bodies (ſays he) are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
is in you, 1 Cor. vi. 19. The Epbeſians abere Fellxw-citizens with 


the Saints, and Houſhold of God. The Converſation of the 


Philippians was in Heaven, The Coloſſians were deliver d from 
the Power of Darkneſs, and tranſlated into the Kingdom of the 
dear San of God. The Hebrews, were come to the City of the 
living God; to the heavenly Jeruſalem: And the Apoſtle PE- 


TER tells the Churches, That they were a choſen Generation, a 


reyal Priefthood, an holy Naticn, a peculiar People, 1 Pet. ii. 9. 


But is this the State of Chriſtians in our Age? Can we ſay that 


ave are come to the heavenly Jeruſalem, where. the great God i, 
worſhipped in Spirit and in Truth ? Or are abe Strangers to thoſe 
Things, that they experienced; and yet perſuade ourſelves," that. 
abe are the People of God, and good Chriſtians. The primitive 
Ghurches had the honourable Title of Saints, wwe can give our- 
ſelves no better Name than miſerable Sinners. And what is. the. 
Reafon, that we are ſo much outdone by the Churches afore-men-. 
tion ; ave can't conclude, that the Kingdom of Chriſt, that then 


ar d in Power, did, as the Sun in the Firmament ſometimes: 


doth, & eau itſelf in a Morning, and be no more ſeen all the 
Day; for the Kingdom of Chriſt is an everlaſting Kingdom, and 


his neab Covenant an ewerlaſting Covenant. Neither can abe 
conelude, that. God hath withdrawn Himſelf from the Children-. 
of Mena ; for he never for/akes us, unleſs we forſake bim; as the 
| Clouds hinder, that wve cannot at all Times of the Day ſee the 


Brightneſs of the Sun; ſo Iniquity hinders, that we do not re- 
main ſenſible of the Preſence of God. The Apoſtle foreſaw, 
that there would be a falling away from the Grace in which 


- wany of the primitive Chriſtians were eflabliſhed ; and it ſoon 
after his Deceaſe came to paſs, But wwe ſay, that the dark. 


Night of Apoſtacy is over, and wwe live in Goſpel-days again; if 


fo, where ave the Fruits? We may, I confeſs, hear Goſpel Words 3 


| But: where is the Goſpel Power, by which Believens come tobe 
d God's to bear. his Image in Righteouſneſs ? Why are ce 


WE, 


was (and is) done by the wwajting of | Regeneration and ve: + 
newing (Power) of the Holy Ghoſt (in the Heart.) Bt now | 
are ye waſhed, but ye are ſanttified, but ye are juſtified in the 
Name of the Lord Feſus, and by the Spirit of our Gad. Hence 
we may obſerve, . that theſe Believers, who were in Time 
paſt Sinners, are now, by the ſanctifying Power of Chriſt, 
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ue, calf'd Cbriſtians, grown to the Stature of them that auere the 


Child of Heathens ? The Reaſon to me is this, wwe have not 


built upon the ſas Foundation: : Theſe built on the ſure Rock, and 


living Foundation, on Chrift ; as he, in all Ages, was, and fli!l 
is, in ſpiritua! Appearance, the Light of the World, and the Life 
of Righteouſneſs ; and taking his Eternal Spirit in themſelves for 
their Guide, turn d from whatſoever they were reproved for. 
Thus their ſinful Defires came to be mertified ; and ſuch as avere 
carnal.came to be ſpiritual ; and this made them a peculiar Peo- 
ple, Did wwe walk in their Foatfteps, ve might riſe ta their 


Attainments ; but if we build on Words, and outward Serwvices, 
 avitheut Spirit and Life, wwe can never riſe. For as PAUL ſaid © 
in another Caſe, If I ſpeak with the Tongue of Men and 


Angels, and have not Charity, I am become as ſounding 
Braſs, &c. So 1 ſay in this Caſe, if we hear Men and Angels; 
if. ce could live continually under the Sound of goed Words, if we 


have no Regard to that inward Light, which diſcovers Ewil, 


and gives Peer to turn from it, wwe can never mortify Sin, cleanſe 


our Souls, and become an holy People. The Mort of Sandifi- 


cation is inzvard in the Heart, and to be effected by inward 
Meaus : Nothing but inward Light can expel inward Darkneſs : 


Since Men fondiy perſuade themſelves, that tho" they ſow Tares, 
they ſhall reap M heat; tho they go down into the grave Sinners, 
they Hall riſe Saints ; and attain in anther World what pri- 


miti ve Chriſliaus attainid in this: Their Conwerſation hath not 
been in Heaven; but in Earth : They have awwalied in Darkneſs, 


and not in the Light ; the God of. this Werld hath been ſerved, . 
and not the Gd of Heaven. And notwithſtanding this is the. 


unhappy and deplorable Circumſtance of many of the Pro- 


feſſors of this Age; yet from the Mouths of ſuch, how fre- 


y Growth of fidelity and Deiſm never ſo much as 
imagining that they are any way acceſſary or inſtrumental to; 
this Miſchief ; yet one great Cauſe thereof, I take to be, the 
regular and unholy Lives of Profeſſors. And till ſuch can 


be perſuaded, that a conſiſtent Practice with the Religion they 


| profeſs, is abſolutely requiſite, to recommend the Chriſtian 
Religion; and till they produce the moſt convincing and pre- 
vailing Argument, Example, how can they hope ox expect to 


be credited by this Infidel Race which ſo much abounds; as. 
every one mult be ſenſible of the Difficulty of enforcing a 
Precept (tho' never ſo laudable in itſelf) in Words, which. 
192 2 in 


e do we hear Exclamations and Complaints, againſt the 
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in our Lives and Practices, we notoriouſly deny? Therefore 
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the only Expedient that I knoW of, to ſtop the Mouths of 
Unbelievers, will be, To fexv forth your good Converſation in- 
Chrift Feſus, coupled with the Fear of God ; to Let your Li ght 
God, and be excited to follcau your good Example. "IThey 
And now dear People, having, in a broken Manner, de- 
clared to you theſe Things which lay as a Weight on my Mind, 
there remains little but to propoſe to you, to try the Foundati- 
on of your Faith and Hope: Truth never loſes by Examinati-- 
on; but ſhines with greater Light and Splendor : Therefore, 


fo ſhine before Men, that they ſeeing your good Warks, may glorify 


' agreeable to the Apoſtie's Advice, © Examine yourſelves, 


whether you be of the (true) Faith ; know you not your own- 
ſelves, how that Chriſt Jeſus is in you, except you be Repro- 
bates ?”* „That is (ſays Gretius) Chriſtians in Name, and not 
in Deeds.” Do not trifle I beſeech you, in a Matter of ſuch 
Importance, as the future Well-being of your immortal Souls! 
To be miſtaken in this Point, will be of fatal Conſequence ; 


Errors of this Sort being only to be rectify' d while we remain 


in this Life; for we are poſſitively told, That there is no Mi 
dom, nor Knowledge, Work, nor Device, in the Grave, whither 
we are all boftening. And our Lord tells us, he wrought while 
it was Day, and excites us ſo to do, by ſaying, The Night com 
eth wherein no Man can wort. Let us therefore enquire whether 
our Faith is ſuch an One as operates by Love: If ye love me, 
keep my Commandments, ſays our bleſſed Lord. Let us remem- 
ber what Obſtacles this true Faith removed for the primitive. 
Chriſtians, what Difſiculties it enabled them to ſurmount. Heb... 
xi. Without this Faith (in the Power of Chriſt) it is impoſ- 
ſible to pleaſe God.“ I will (ſays the Apoſtle James) ſhew 
thee my Faith by my Works; for as the Body without the. 
Spirit, is dead, ſo Faith, without Works, is dead alſo. Ye. 
are my Friends (ſays Chriſt) if you do whatſoever I com- 
mand.“ „ | RE 

What will it avail us, tho' his outward Goſpel be taught in. 
our Land, if we do not obey his Law written in our Hearts, 
and conform to its Rule and Government. And tho' Chriſt. 
our Lord is the Fountain to cleanſe us from the Polution of 
Sin; yet if we refuſe to be purified by his ſpiritual Baptiſm z 


&« If he waſh us not, we can have no Part. in Him, nor his 


Merits. And indeed my Friends, I have taken ſome Pains, 


by. Divine Aſſiſtance, to examine and enquire how I might 


have 


4 


1 
3 : BA „ £4 . A en oe ee A. oY ts 28 r S 20 PREY N . 7 - 
— P 2 * 4 a * Y £2” — mo 4 - by 2 a As 5 . 6. " Lak — 2 & +: She. % LIM = 2 _ _ : pag, 5 * ws 8 — LE 3 * — 1 s 8 7 1 —— 
2 «& 1 FIR 4 - tt x r * 60 1 of Indi 4622 1G . n 2 9 n * — gs 2 2 3 £ A 


- 4" Ch gh 


. 


3 1B x. 


EET OED 
67 32 


e Sarto rT $4 
.: 325 . # : — 
— . 135 - os TOR n 


(38) 


Words; eternal Life and Happineſs. And in all my Enqui- 
ries and Reſearches, I have not been able to diſcover any o- 


ther Way than this, which the Almighty continues to dire& 


Mankind in at this Day, as well as heretofore, © The Way 
of Holineſs thro' Chriſt ;” he being the Author of eternal Sal- 
vation to all Believers. © Be ye Holy as I the Lord your God 
am Holy; and without Holineſs, no Man ſhall fee the 
Lord; And I find I can be made ſo no other Way, but thro' 
Sanctification of the Spirit, unto the Obedience of Faith, 
and Sprinkling of the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. For every one 
who has, or can reaſonably have any Foundation of Hope to 
be faved by Chriſt's Life, Sufferings, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion 
and Mediation, muſt, by his Grace aſſiſting, purify himſelf, 
as he is Pure; as no unclean Thing can poflibly enter his holy 
Kingdom. And it is by his Grace we are ſaved, thro' Faith, 


operating by Love; © not of ourſelves, it is theGift of God!” 


Thus, as I became obedient to the Teaching of this Grace re- 
ceived, I came to witneſs Mercy and Peace multiplied to me; 
for which, in great Reverence and Humility, I defire always 
to bleſs God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus, for his unſpeaka- 
ble Gift ! and far his abundant Mercy wherewith he hath vi- 
fited my Soul in his day Spring from his high and holy Pre- 


ſence ; and afforded me a good Foundation to hope for his. 


Salvation; and I deſire to give all the Glory to God, and to 
ſay, Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy great 
Name and Power be the Glory!“ Be ye holy, is a Precept 


which contains no Myſtery ; here is no Enigma to unriddle ;. 


no Need of Commentators ; no room for Sceptici/ſm, nor Con- 
troverſy ; but a plain and poſſitive Command, ſo legible that 


he that runs may read; the Wayfaring Man, tho' a Fool 


(with reſpe& to the Wiſdom of the World) cannot err here. 
Therefore ſuffer me to counſel you, to break off the Sin that 
you find eaſily beſet you, by Righteouſneſs ; and your Ini- 
quities, by Amendment of Life; that ſo your Tranquility may 
be lengthened, and attend you beyond the Grave. And to. 


you, as I have ſaid before, who may not charge yourſelves: . 


with groſs Immoralities, yet who prefer a Portion in this Life, 
ta the durable Riches and Righteouſneſs in another; who ſay 
unto Gold, © Thou art my Hope, and make fine Gold your 
Confidence ; who have forſaken God, the Fountain of living 


have a well-grounded Hope to obtain Salvation, or in other 


Waters, and hew to yourſelves, Ciſterns, broken Ciſterns, 
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that will hold no. Water; who have changed the Glory of ths 
incorruptible Being, and gwen it to your corruptible Things : 
Remember, God will not give his Glory to Idols, nor his 


Praiſe to your graven Images: Therefore, keep yourſelves 
from Idols, and love not the World, nor the Things of this 
World; for if any Man love the World { inordinately ) the 
Love of the Father is not in him.” And to you who are 
Lovers of Pleaſure, more than Lovers of God ; who delight 
and place your Felicity in Grandeur, Pomp and Noiſe ; con- 
ſider, I beſeech you, that all this will afford you no Comfort 
nor Satisfaction in a dying Moment; but, on the contrary, 
Remorſe and Sorrow : They will each one abandon you in 
your greateſt Extremities; and you will then ſee how you 
have been deluded and miſtaken, when the undeniable 
Meſſenger of Death lays his Arreſt upon you, and that impor- - 
tant Hour aſſures you, that a few Moments will decide your 
Judgment, and caſt you either for eternal Bliſs or Miſery ! Of 
what Efteem then will be all your Pleaſures, and all your 
Toys? The greateſt and moſt exalted of all human Glory, 
even Crowns themſelves will then be Toys. This then will be. 
aur. Rejoicing, The Teſtimony of a gyod Conſcience, that in Sim- 
plicity and godly Sincerity, not by fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace 
of God, abe have had our Converſation in this World, 2 Cor. i. 
12. And when we look ba and make our Appeal to 
God, as good King HEZ KIA did on his Death-bed ; 
Remember, now, O Lord, I beſeech thee, how T have walked be- 
fore the in Truth, and with a perfect Heart, and have done that 
which is good in thy Sight, O happy State! O glorious Con- 
dition! May God of his infinite Mercy fo incline your Hearts 
to keep his Commandments, that when the Time of your 
Diſſolution approaches, you may all die the Death of the 
Righteous, and that your latter End may be like his! On the 
contrary, how will the Wicked look back with Horror and 
Affright on a Life ſpent in open Defiance and Violation of 
God's Laws, or a total Neglect of and Indifference for them? 
What will appear in ſuch a melancholy, Seaſon to ſuch aa 
theſe, a certain fearful looking for of Judgment, and fiery 
Indignation, which will devour the Adverſaries of the Lord, 
whoſe Wrath will then be reveal'd in a more extraordinary 
Manner againſt all Unrighteouſneſs and Ungodlineſs of Men. 
This will - a Day of Trial ( viz. the Day of Death ) which 
will come on all the Inhabitants of the Earth ;. W the 
8 ces. 
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Faces of the Unrightequs will gather Paleneſs. A Day of 
Trouble and Diftreis! A Day of Darkneſs and Gloomineſs 
A Day of Awakening and Alarm! wherein neitherSilver nor 
Gold ſhall be able to deliver! Conſider this in time, all you 
that forget God, left he 1 at ycur Calamities, aud mock 


eben yeur Fear tometh. But ſome may object, this is not al- 
ways the unhappy Caſe and Situation of Sinners, who defer 
the Work of Repentance to a ſick or dying Bed; God is very 
merciful, and is he not always willing and ready to accept re- 
turning, repenting Sinners, tho” at the eleventh or laſt Hour? 
I ſhall reply in the Words of an Author known to ſome of you 
at leaſt ; Death puts an End to our Day of Grace, and 
« determines our final State; then all Men muſt confeſs of 
* what mighty Conſequence it is to die well; we can die but 
once, and if we miſcarry that once, we are undone for 
ever!“ And what conſidering Man would make ſuclr 
dangerous Experiments as Sinners do every Day, when their 
Souls are the Price of the Experiment? Who would try how 
long Death will delay its coming! how long he may Sin enz 
without thinking of Death and Judgment? Whether Death» 
will give him timely Notice to repent ? Or whether God will 
give him Grace to repent? And if he does, who wou'd ven- 

ture the Hazard of a Death-Bed Repentance ? Whether after 
a long Life of Sin and Wickedneſs, a few diſtracted, confuſed 
and almoſt deſpairing Sighs and Groans will carry him to 
Heaven, and-commute for what ought to have been the Work 
and Buſineſs of our whole Lives, viz. a Preparation for Death: 

If ſuch could after they have difcover'd their Miſtake and 

Folly return and live over their Lives again, the Hazard were 
not ſo great; but this is an Experiment not to be twice made. 
If they Sin on till they harden themſelves in Sin, and are 

forſaken of the Grace of God; if Death come lung before 

they expected, and cut them off by Surprize, and without 

Warning ; if their dying and deſpairing Agonies and Horrors, 

ihould not prove a godly Sorrow, nor that Repentance to 


Salvation not to he repented off, they are loſt to Eternity! 


And what Man in his Senſes wou'd expoſe his Soul to ſuch a 
Hazard as this? Who wou'd not take Care to make hi, Call- 
ing and Election ſure, before Death comes, and in a Matter 
of ſuch great Concernment (wherein one Miſcarriage is ir- 
_ ) to prevent Danger at a Diſtance. Some Men talk. 
ot Repentance,, as if it were à Thing that could be done in. 
TH. ; two 
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two or three Days, and that the proper Time of doing it was 


2 little before they die. But-I know. of no other Preparation 
for Death, but living well, which is the only fare Evidence for 
Heaven. Men may cheat themſelves with vain Hopes and 
Imaginations when they come to die; but nothing will be a 
ſolid Foundation for Peace, but an univerſal Righteouſneſs. 
Therefore I intreat you, the Inhabitants of this Place, not 
to deceive yourſelves ; don't ſell your Birthright on ſuch dif- 
advantageous Terms, nor barter eternal Felicity for momen- 
tary Pleaſure; give not, Sleep to your Eyes, nor Slumber to 
your Eye-hids, till you are become fit Temples for the mighty 
God of Jacos to dweil in! Bring Preſents to God (who 
ought to be fear d) even the Preſents of humble and penitent 
Hearts; the Lord calls for your Hearts, not for your Lip 
Service; My Son, give me thy Heart; Lift up your Heads, G 
yo Gates; even lift up the everlaſiing Doors of your Hearts, aud 
the King of Glory æuill come in, and dwell with you, and you 
with Him. Es | ; D 
And now ſuffer me to remind you, that you no longer de- 


ſpiſe the Riches of God's Goodneſs and Mercy, ſince his 


Long-ſuffering and Forbearance is deſign'd to lead to Repen- 
tance. By the Mercies of God I beſeech you, that you pre- 
ſent yourſelves a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which is but your reaſonable Service. And be not conform- 
able to this evil World, but be transform'd, that ye may prove 
what is the good and acceptable and perfect Will of God 
concerning you; which is no lefs than your Sanctification, 
And now I think fit to obſerve to you, that while almoſt all 
Europe, and even the Dominions of the King to whom you are 
Subject, are unhappily engaged and involved in the miſerable - 
and deplorable — 6. Pon of a cruel and bloody War, you 
have enjoyed unmoleſted Tranquility, your Rights at home 
have not yet been invaded by your Enemies; indeed your 
Properties at Sea have ſometimes been wreſted from you by 
unreaſonable Men; but what is that Evil compar'd with the 
Calamities and Diſtreſios Thouſands in Great-Britain, and 
elſewhere, have felt and ſuffered; Fire, Sword, Rapine and 
Plunder, deſolate Widows and diftreted and fatherleſs Chil- 
dren, have been the diſmal Effects of theſe unhappy Diſputes 
and Differences between the Powers of Europe. And can- 
„ not we yet diſcover a Providence in all this Deſtruction, 
«© which is ſuffered to prevail among Men. Are we not yet 
1 5 « convinced 
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convinced that tllere is a God of | Juſtice that.rules in the 

* Kiaꝑdoms of the Earth, and that he is about to take Ven- 
geuance on the Nations and Families that call not upon his 
Name in Truth and Righteouſneſs. What greater In- 
ducement can I propoſe to you to turn and love God, than his 
manifold Mercies ? Do not you think they call for your Gra- 
titude ? He allures you by his Favours; he gives you Corn, 
Wine and Oil; he gives you Vine-yards and Olive-yards, or 
at leaſt the Means of procuring them ; he- draws with the 
Cords and Bands af his Love; he would take you by the 
Hand, and would heal you ; he would take the Yoke of hard 
Servitude from off your Necks; and, if you are but willing 
to part with your Idols, he is ready to take the very Names 
of them out of your Months, and to betroth you to himſelf 
in Righteouſneſs,” Loving-kindneſs and Mercy. Tho' the 
whole Head be fick, and the whole Heart faint ; tho' your 
Soul's Enemy may have wounded and left you half dead; yet 
there is Balm in Gilead; there is a Phyſician there, whooffers 
you his Aid, and is willing to recover you from your moral 
and ſpiritual Diſorders. And tho you may be never ſo great 


Prodzgals, if you have not ſinned out the Day of his Grace, 


Refolve upon returning, and the heavenly Father is ready, on 
your unfeigned Repentance, to receive you into the Arms of 
his Mercy, and to put on you the beſt Robe you ever wore, 
even that of his own Righteouſneſs. Thus having briefly 
obſerved, how greatly we are indebted to the Almighty, for 
his manifold Mercies ; I would wiſh you to exanune what 
Returns of Love and Gratitude you have made ; for remem- 
ber, tho' God bears long, yet he will not always bear ; - but 
expects that we ſhould not only praiſe Him with our Lips, 
but with our Lives alſo: Turn then, I beſeech you, to God, 
while he viſits you in Mercy; for unto his Power ſhall every 
Tongue confeſs, and every Knee bow, either in Mercy or 
in Judgment ! „„ fi; 15 

J have ſometimes thought it would be of ſingular Advan- 
tage to Profeſſors of Chriſtianity of all Denominations, ſeri- 
oully to examine and enquire of your own Hearts, what our 
Religion has done for us; or what Benefits have accrued to 
us from it? Whecher the Grace we haye received has aſſiſted 
us to reſiſt the Temptations of our Soul's Adverſary; and 
whether we are nearer Salvation, than when we firſt believ- 


ed? For a Being inveſted with a Power to do a TW 


will no 0 fog of Uſe to us than as we apply it. The 
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Grace and good Spirit, tho' it inſtru us to deny all Ungod- 


lineſs, is of no further Benefit to us, but as we obey its Teach- 


ings, and follow its Leadings ; therefore I am of Opinion it 


would not hurt the beſt Chriſtians, nor any others, ſometimes _ 
to aſk themſelves the following Queſtions : Have I witneſſed 


the ſtrong Man armed caſt out of my Hear, and his Goods 
PREY and a ſtronger than he in Poſſeſſion? Have I who aſ- 
ume the Name of a Chriſtian departed from all Iniquity? Are 
all old things done away { for he that is in Chriſt is a new Crea- 
ture) and do I experience new Thoughts, new Deſires, new 
Converſation, a total Change, all things become regular, uni- 
form and conſiſtent with my high and holy Calling? Is Chrift 
the beſt beloved of my Soul? Does my Heart pant, and mine 
Eyes fail for his Salvation ? Is my Soul athirſt for God ? Do 
] long for his Preſence more than for hidden Treaſure ; Do I 
love God above all other Conſiderations (and my Neighbour 
as my ſelf?) Am I careful left I offend him? Do I] live in con- 
ſtant Obſervance of his Laws, do I live in his Fear? Am I 
eircumſpect in all my Words, that I fin not with my Tongue? 
Does my Converfation become the Goſpel of Chriſt ? And am 
I careful to adorn his Doctrines, which I profeſs to believe and 
be guided by ? If upon a candid Examination, this be the 
happy State of Profeſiors of Chriſtianity, my Soul can rejoice 
with them, let them call themſelves by what Denomination or 
'Se& they may: For happy is the People who are in ſuch a 
Cafe ! yea bleſſed are they whoſe Portion is the God of Faces! 
On the contrary if we are only profeſſing, and not in the Poſ- 
ſeffion of Godlineſs; if we have a Form, but are inſenſible of 
the Power to work a Change in our Hearts; our Religion 
as yet, has done nothing for us; therefore I intreat all who 
are in this Caſe, to conſider, tis an unfit State for Heaven; 
for if we have not witneſſed a being created anew in Chriſt 
Jeſus ; born of the incorruptible Seed and Word of God ; 
known a Death unto Sin, and a new Birth vnto Righteouſneſs ; 
born again of the Spirit ; our Lord politively ſays, we can- 
not enter into the Kingdom of God. Let the Time paſt 
then ſuffice; and for the future redouble your Diligence; and 
no longer hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, walk circum- 
ſpectly as wiſe, redeeming the Time. The Kingdom of God 


daes not ſtand in Form, but in Power, neither 15 Religion to be 


taken up by Fits and Starts, as it ſuits our Leiſure and Conve- 
„ niency; 
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viency ; j nor by Imitation, but Conviction, we muſt cleave to 
God, avith full —— of Heart ; what our Hand finds neceſ- 
ſary to do in this great Buſineſs of Salvation, we mult do it 
with all our Might; we muſt not indolently ſeek, but, (by 
God's Aſſiſtance) ardentiy ſtrive to enter the Kingdom of 
God. Our Talent muſt gain another Talent; leſt as the un- 
proſitable Servant was, we be deprived of that which we 
have received. Falſe Pretences to Religion, and a bare Be- 
lief of the Truths of the Goſpel, will be of no Advantage 
to us: Crying Lord, Lord, will not avail if we do not the 
Things which his Precepts enjoin : No Man can truly call 
Chriſt Lord, but ſuch as witneſs his Rule and Dominion in 
their Hearts, brirging them into Subjection to his Power: 
Not the Hearers of the Law, but the Doers, ſhall be juſti- 
fied: Not he that hears Chriſt's Sayings, but he that doth 
them, is accepted. On a memorable Occaſion the ſacred 
Hiſtory inſorms vs, the Almighty heard the Voice of the Chil- 
dren of IJßrael ran when they {poke to Moss, and he 
tells him, that the People had well ſaid all that they had 
ſpoken, but knowing the Inſincerity and Inconſtancy of their 
Hearts, he ſaith, © O! that there were ſuch a Heart in 
< them that they wou'd fear before me, and keep my Com- 
* mand ments always, that it may be well with them and 
< their Children for erer! Religion is an Heart Work, i: 
muſt be begun, and carried on and compleated there: No- 
thing but keeping God's Commandments veill entitle us to 
his Favorr Nothing ſnort of having diſcharged our Parts 
in the Chriſtian Wartare, and obtaincd a Victory over Sin, 
will entitle us to a Crown of Glory: Nothing leſs than being 
true and faithful Members of Chriſt's Church militant here 
oon Earth, will cver admit us Members of his Church tri- 
umphant in the Heavens. Tis to thoſe that overcome that 
our Lord will give to ſit with him in his Throne; even 
as he overcame, and 1s ſet down with his Father in his 
Throne. A being convinc'd in our Judgments of God's 
Goodneſs, &c. and that his Laws are righteous altogether, 
and therefore we ought to obey them, is not Converſion. Faith 
is not Practice; pere, add to your Faith Virtue, to Virtue 
Knowledge, to Knowledge Temperance, to J emperance Patience, 
to Patience Godline/s, to Godlineſs Brotherly Kindneſs, and to 
Bretherly Kindnejs C barit; 

Thus my dear Friends and Neighbours, I have declared in 
the 
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the great Truth and Sincerity, my earneſt Concern and Deſire 
for the real Happineſs of the Inhabitants of my native Country 
in general; and having an eipecial and pecuharRegard for ma- 
ny that I have known for aSeries of Years, when I have reflected 
on the bare Poſhbility of your miſſing Heaven and Happineſs 
thro' Inadvertency, Inconſideration, and an inordinate Love 
for the Things of this Life, it has been Subject of Mourning 
to me; and eſpecially as I have through Mercy ſeen, that 
when I was in the like Situation, hew dangerous a one it was, 
and that all who are in this unhappy Cale, ſtand indeed in 
ſlippery Places. And many a Time has my Soul grieved ſe- 
cretly, when I have obſerved the Purſuits of ſuch, how ear- 
neſtly they are running after Vanities, and purfuing Lies 
(which will indeed deceive) and turning their Backs on God's 
Offers of Love, and refuſe to let him put his Beauty on them, 
and to make them glorious within ; and fince I have witneſſed 
the great Diſproportion between the Love of God, and the 
Love of the World, I am the more earneſtly concerned to in- 
vite you to come taſte and ſee of the Goodneis of the Lord; 
O make but Trial of his Love, and you'll {zy the one half 
was not told you. Then will you find the moſt exalted Hap- 
pineſs this World can yield, will be Nothing, and Vanity 
vea, lighter than Vanity; but were you once in Poſſeſſion of 
the Love of God, you'd be ſenſible that you inherited Sub- 
ſtance, ſubſtantial Joys, waſpeakable Delight, Satisfaction 
and Peace. O! that this unutterable Love of God might be 
once impreſs'd and engraven on your Hearts; then would 
you confeſs with me, that one Day in his Courts, Preſence 
and Favour, is better taan a thouſand ſpent in the Enjoyment 
of earthly Delights and Pleaſores. But nov 1 would ſtop a 
while, and aſk, If you have not been cheated by deluſive 
Hopes and Promiſes of obtaining Satisfaction from temporal 
Enjoyments? Have you never diſcover'd their Fallacy? 
Have they not vaniſhed into Air, even when you fancy'd 
yourſelves juſt in Paſſemion? And don't you ſind they leave 
you diſſatisfied and uneay ? J am certain this 13 the Caſe with 
many; you ſtill feel a painſul Vacancy, even in the midſt of 
your genf Delights and temporal Enjoyments; which, be 


aflur'd { I ſpeak by happy, tho' ſhort Experience) nothing 
ſhort of the Approbation and Favour of God, and a Poſſeſſton 
of his Love and Peace, can ever poſſibly ſatisfy. I have told 
yeu already, that Lhave felt great Trouble and _ af 

Mind 
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Mind on your Account; but tho my Head were Waters, and 
mine Eyes a Fountain of Tears; and cou'd I, or any one elle, 


weep continually Day and Night for you, that you may reſt 
in the Day of Trouble; yet another's Concern cannot do this 
great Work for you, without your own Hand in the Buſineſs 
which relates to your Souls Happineſs ; fince an inſpir'd 
Apoſtle aſſures you, you muſt, by Divine Aſſiſtance, work 
dul your own Salvation with Fear and Trembling. For no Man 
can redeem his Brother, nor give to God a Ranſom for his 
Soul. I may (as I do earneſtly ) deſire your Happineſs, but 
I can't procure it for you. I may wiſh you Heaven, but I can't 
obtain it for you: Yet I earneftly pray, 7 hat the God 
and Father of cur Lord Teſus Chrift may give unto you the Spirit 
of Wiſdom, and Revelation of the Knowledge of himſelf, whom 
_ ( rightly) 7 know is eternal Life; that the Eyes of your Un- 
derſtanding may be enlighten'd, and that you may know wvhat 
is the Hope of his Calling; and the Riches of the Glory of his In- 
heritance iu the Saints, and what the exceeding Greatneſs of 
his Power to us-ward who believe, according to the working 


* 


of his mighty Power, by which he has vanquiſhed and brought 


down all the ſtrong Holds of Sin and Satan in the Hearts of 


them who confide in his mighty Arm, which is now extended 
over you for Good; God has viſited and called you often, 


and now waits to be gracious to you: The Almighty, I ſay, 


Has long viſited and try'd you by his Mercy and Ferbearance ; 
. He has ſpoke to you by the Voice of his Holy Spirit, which 
ſome of you have neglected, overlooked and quenched : Hath 
not Wiſdom long utter'd her Voice, even at your Doors? Is 
ſhe not come up into your Chambers? Does not Underſtand- 
ing cry in the moſt ſecret Receſſes of your Conſciences, ſay- 
ing, How long, ye ſimple Ones, will you love Simplicity, and 
Scerners delight in Scorning, and Fools hate Knewledge ? Turn 
von therefore at the Reproofi of Inſtructiou, which is the Way to 
Life ; and then behold he will more abundantly pour out of 
His Spirit upon you; and if ye hearken and obey his Voice, 
he will make his Words and Will known to you; on the 
contrary, if you continue to refuſe and rebel againſt his Light 
and Truth in your inward Parts, the Conſequence is ſure, He 
will certainly forſake and leave you to your own Deluſions; 
becauſe he hath call'd, and you refuſed ; he hath ſtretched 


forth his Hand, and no Man regards; but have ſet at noughtall 


his Council, turn'd his Word behind your Backs, and will hear 2 
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